Royal Grammar School Guildford Qatar
Weekly Newsletter - Issue 143
Introduction
Welcome to the latest edition of the RGS Qatar weekly update.

You’ll find that it is filled with educational information, events, and news. We want this newsletter to be
valuable for you so please, share your feedback and suggestions to help us improve.
Email: t.rolt@rgsgq.com

In this Issue
In this week's edition of the newsletter;
•

PTA Corner

•

The Cookie Atelier

•

News from Early Years

•

News from Key Stage 1

•

News from Key Stage 2

•

News from Key Stage 3/4

PTA Corner
Dear families,

Trust you had an enjoyable week.

The Online Quiz on the 13th Dec was a great success - the winners were:

H 5 Mohammed ( 3rd place )
V 9 Bensaali ( 2nd )
Nabiha (1st)

Our RGS festive winter tree of gratitude is in the Atrium. This will allow all our RGS family to give thanks
to one another. Our children can thank their headmaster, teachers, ta’s, security guys, admin staff,
nurses and their friends with a small note of gratitude to hang on the tree. Make someone ’s day!

Good news ! If you are interested buying pre-loved uniform, please email :
pta@rgsgq.com with your requirements (type of uniform and size).

If you would like to join our dynamic and enthusiastic team - please contact us Contact details as follows pta@rgsgq.com or
follow us on ‘ Friends of RGS PTA’ on Facebook.

Let’s strengthen our community together.

Have a wonderful winter break,

Thanks,
Your PTA.

The Cookie Atelier
The Cookie Atelier was born out of sheer necessity and determination. Hi, I’m Janielle, a
dedicated mom of three, passionate artist, entrepreneur and this is my story.

One year while planning my daughter’s birthday party, she requested decorated cookies to match her
princess themed party. Oh, how her eyes lit up when she showed me Rapunzel, carefully displayed in an
edible form. That look made my heart melt, I had to get them.
Sadly, when I enquired about the prices, I was heartbroken. They were way out of my budget at a
whopping QR 500 per dozen.
Determined not to disappoint my daughter and desperate to see that twinkle in her eyes again, my DIY
instincts kicked in. Having never baked before, like Alice, I went down the rabbit hole head first.
I started off by immersing myself in any cookie making material I could find on the internet. YouTube,
Instagram and Pinterest and Facebook were my mentors. I practiced for hours on end, testing
out hundreds of recipes and different design techniques.
The fact that I am an artist and graphic artist by profession made the process super exciting. To
me this was an unexplored medium through which I could express my creativity; not charcoal, not
oils not pencil or acrylics but royal icing.
Like a mad scientist I was obsessed, spending hours in my laboratory (kitchen) searching for the right
formula. After some time, the taste was perfect, the appearance was close but as a true perfectionist,
I still wasn’t there yet.
Feeling like I’ve reached a dead end, I sought out advice from those cookiers who went before me.
I found a mentor who was able to guide me on the missing pieces of the puzzle.
Finally, I knew the tips and tricks that I was missing, the kind that only experience could provide, the
secret answers to all my cookie questions.
I did it, I made my daughter’s request, she had her Rapunzel cookies, her party was a success and I saw
that twinkle in her eyes, the sparkle that every parent commits to memory. The feeling of
accomplishment.
Fast forward to today, as “The Cookie Atelier, “I try to offer parents the opportunity to see that same
sparkle in their children’s eyes by providing decorated cookies at a price that all parents can afford.
I believe that it shouldn’t cost a lot to put a smile on our children’s faces.
If I can assist through my passion for cookies and art, then I would have used my talents for the good of
society and made my mark as I believe happy children eventually develop into responsible adults.
P.S. Its never too late to learn something new!

Warm regards,
The Cookie Atelier
https://www.instagram.com/the.cookie.atelier/

News from Early Years
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Early Years have had a fabulous half term and are ready for the Winter break.
Happy Qatar National Day!

Children had an amazing time celebrating National Day. The day was filled with lots of different activities
from painting to traditional dancing.
This week in Nursery we have enjoyed lots of Qatar National Day activities and have decorated our
classroom ready to celebrate. We especially enjoyed collaging big and small camels. In Maths, we have
revisited our subitising work and said how many camels we can see. In Phonics, we have enjoyed playing
oral blending games on the interactive whiteboard.
In Reception we continued with the story ‘The Zoo Vet’, children talked about how a vet looks after
animals. Children really enjoyed talking about the different kinds of animals that visited the vet and how
he helped them. The days of the week helped children to sequence the story. Children also spoke and
wrote about their favourite part of the story.
This week in maths we moved onto capacity, children were introduced to the new vocabulary full, half
full and empty. Children practiced filling different containers to show the capacity.
In Topic children have been learning about ‘People who help us’, throughout the topic we have looked
at different people who help us. Children made thank you cards for people who help us.
Have a lovely holiday!

Warm regards,
Early Years Teachers

News from Key Stage 1
Dear Parents,

In Year One this the children have been extremely busy finishing their topic about dinosaurs. In English
the children have been writing their last dinosaur fact files with the ‘Brachiosaurus’ this week. The
Children have been enjoying learning all about the different dinosaurs over the past half term. The fact
files that they have worked really hard on look rawsome and are full off interesting facts about the
dinosaurs. In math the children have been learning about ordering groups of objects up to 20 from t he
smallest amount to the greatest amount, and ordering numbers to 20 from the smallest to the greatest
and from the greatest to the smallest.

Year Two have had an amazing term and have had lots of fun completing a range of activities. In math
we have done lots of addition and subtraction and have even learnt about multiplication, this week the
children have focused on column addition. In English we have heard and retold many stories including
Katie Morag, The Cat and The King and the story of King Arthur. The children have loved these stories
and I am sure you have heard the children talk about them at home. In science we have been
investigating plants, how they grow and their structure! We are looking forward to next term where we
will explore division and will continue to learn brilliant stories.
Have a safe and fun break.

Warm regards,
Key Stage 1 Teachers

News from Key Stage 2
Dear Parents,
We have come to the end of a brilliant first term in KS2. All the children have worked so hard ove r the
past 16 weeks. We have been so impressed by the children’s involvement in their lessons and their
continued love of learning despite the challenges that they have faced. We hope you have a safe and
enjoyable winter break and look forward to seeing all your smiling faces again in 2022. Please have a
read below at what has happened in your child’s class this week.

Year 3
Year 3 have kept up the hard work all the way to the end of the term! We have been so impressed with
all the children’s perseverance towards the end of what has been their first term back at 100%. This
week we recapped all the learning we have done. We practised all our multiplication and division
problems. In English, we completed and performed our own playscripts that we wrote based o n The
Wind in the Willows. They were amazing actors and actresses! Thank you for continuing to support both
us and the children at home and encouraging them to be the best they can be! We look forward to
seeing you next half term! Happy New Year!

Year 4
Year 4 brought 2021 to an end with some lovely poems about sound, focusing on similes and some
rhymes. Our maths work has continued with multiplication, as we looked at the column and chunking
methods. We had a fun end to our states of matter science topic, where we investigated non-Newtonian
fluids and made Oobleck, which can be both a solid and a liquid. National day was a great success, with
the children partaking in lots of activities, including sword and necklace making, producing some art

pieces and getting involved with some fun games with the PE department. Thank you for all the support
in our long first term and we look forward to more exciting lessons in the new year!
Heshaam in 4R has completed his Year 4 assessments and, whilst waiting for others to finish, he asked to
complete higher levelled work. Heshaam requested to try some secondary tests and was able to
complete these in the given assessment time.
Heshaam completed: Year 6 arithmetic assessment, Year 6 English Comprehension assessment and a
Year 7 maths calculator paper (with no calculator). He is currently in the process of completing the year
7 maths non calculator paper too. He is passionate about maths and has recently been taught
Pythagoras Theorem by his brother (taught recently by his maths teacher). He is also reading the Harry
Potter series with the hope to read (as a recommendation from our Secondary English Lead) the Hobbit
next.
We are very proud of you Heshaam and look forward to supporting you through the year to continue
with these accomplishments!

Year 5
Even with the excitement of our half term break coming up, we have continued working hard in Year
5. In English, we have planned our suspense story in the style of Iron Woman. We have used the same
structure of the story but linked it to plastic pollution, which we have been learning about in our Going
Green topic. We will be writing our story when we return in the new year. In maths, we have rounded
up our learning of area and perimeter and understood the method of working these out for regular,
irregular and compound shapes. Ms Lungu, Ms Asuo and Mr McKeever wish our children and families an
enjoyable and safe half term.

Year 6
The children have been absolutely brilliant this term. Year 6 is such a huge year and they have risen to
the challenge. This week we continued with our learning on coordinates where we learnt how to
translate shapes on a grid and reflect them in axes. In English, our poetry unit came to an end where the
children performed the poems they have been writing for the last few days. We also ended our unit on
World War 1 and Electricity respectively in science and topic. We would like to thank you for all the
support that you have given us throughout the term and we wish you a wonderful winter break. See you
in 2022!

Warm regards,
Key Stage 2 Teachers

1 - Heshaam

News from Key Stage 3/4
Meet Mrs. Abbas

Dear parents,
This is my third year at RGS Qatar. I graduated with a first-class degree in mathematics and then worked
for four years in finance. I enjoyed working in finance, however I always knew that I wanted to become a
teacher, so I then obtained my PGCE in mathematics from UCL. Since then, I have enjoyed being part of
the RGS and teaching the talented kids we have. The past two years have been very rewarding and this
year I am excited to see our first cohort sit their GCSES.

I am passionate about teaching mathematics and aim to inspire lifelong learners and embed skills that
will enhance learning in a contextual and meaningful way. I love teaching and the sense of fulfilment
and satisfaction I gain from seeing children progress and develop in mathematics.

My ambition as a teacher is to create a positive working environment where learning is an enjoyable and
rewarding experience full of challenges, positive engagement and enthusiasm.

In the maths department, we provide all of our students with MyiMaths accounts. MyiMaths is a very
useful online homework system and I encourage all our students to use it at home, as it will help to
develop students’ confidence and fluency in maths. It is also a great way to revise for exams, as it
provides students with lessons and tasks. Students can use MyiMaths to help them identify the areas
that they need to work on.

Warm regards,
Mrs. Abbas

Dates for your Diary
•

Thursday 16th December 2021 Last Day of Term 1.2 (normal finish time)

•

Sunday 19th December to Thursday 30th December 2021 Winter Holiday

•

Sunday 2nd January 2022 Term 2.1 Commences

Contact Us

