Royal Grammar School Guildford Qatar
Weekly Newsletter - Issue 138
Introduction
Welcome to the latest edition of the RGS Qatar weekly update.

You’ll find that it is filled with educational information, events, and news. We want this newsletter to be
valuable for you so please, share your feedback and suggestions to help us improve.
Email: t.rolt@rgsgq.com

In this Issue
In this week's edition of the newsletter;
•

PTA Corner

•

News from Early Years

•

News from Key Stage 1

•

News from Key Stage 2

•

Teacher Corner

•

RGS Super Hero Squad featuring Miss Fantastic Focus

•

International Day House Competitions

PTA Corner
Dear families,

A few exciting events that the PTA is getting involved in at school in this month:

- Read-a-Thon ( right now) - a 10 day event celebrating our love for books and a wonderful way of
fundraising for Education for all.

- International day (25 Nov) - please get in contact if you would love to showcase a cultural skill or
tradition for the children on this day - we already have a table for the ‘ Tying of African head wraps’ . Let
us know what you can do !

If you are interested in buying pre-loved uniform, please email :
parentsassociation@rgsgq.com with your
requirements (type of uniform and sizes). The PTA will respond with prices and details on collection.

Perhaps you have unused uniform at home - please donate to the PTA - blazers , ties and PE kits are
most wanted..

If you would like to join our dynamic and enthusiastic team - please contact us - Contact details as
follows parentsassociation@rgsgq.com or follow us on ‘ Friends of RGS PTA’ on Facebook.
Let’s strengthen our community together.

Wishing you a relaxing weekend,

Thanks,
Your PTA.

News from Early Years
Dear Parents/Guardians,
This week in Nursery we have begun our topic of colours and emotions. We have looked at our story
‘The Colour monster’ and spoken about of emotions. In Maths, we have been working subitising to three,

this means we can recognise amounts to three without counting. We have also enjoyed playing
outdoors and using the bikes and trikes.
This term our topic is “People Who Help Us”. We have enjoyed reading the story Topsy and Tim go to
the Doctors and have sequenced the story in Literacy. Our role play areas have turned into hospitals and
we have enjoyed acting out the story. We have also thought about the reasons we go to hospitals and
how doctors and nurses help us.
Warm regards,
Early Years Teachers

News from Key Stage 1
Dear Parents,

This week we are continuing our study of Dinosaurs. In English we have begun to design our Dinosaur
Fact File which involves lots of fun research and choosing key information that we want to include about
our favourite Dinosaurs. We have also been using adjectives to describe the different types of dinosaurs
and written sentences using them to make our writing more interesting.
In Maths, we have been introduced to subtraction and have used tens frames and our number bonds to
solve problems. Please can I ask that the children are practicing their number bonds at home to support
them in their mathematical reasoning.
In Science, we are learning about plants. This week we discussed the different types of plants and what
they need to grow. We then did some planting ourselves which we are very excited about and can’t wait
to see how they turn out, as part of our scientific investigation. We talked about similarities and
differences between plants that grew in dark areas and plants that grew in areas with sunlight.
Our topic this term is History, and we are always excited to learn about the different types of dinosaurs,
what they looked like what they their diets were. We have also discussed our favourite dinosaurs. This

week we have looked at what features dinosaurs have and made our own dinosaur skeleton using
different resources.
Finally, it has been an amazing week and I just want to thank all of you for your continued support
through these unprecedented times.
This week in Year Two the children have been very excited to plant seeds and care for a plant until it
grows, this fits in with our science topic of this term which is plants. The children have been continuing
their hard work learning all about towers, tunnels and turrets.
They have been growing in their confidence and ability in using money in maths and have been using
money to solve problems. In English, we have been continuing our story The Cat and The King, the
children have produced some brilliant writing using time connectives, exclamation marks an d
developed/wow words. The children did come to the conclusion that they would not like to live with the
King in the story as he depends on the cat to do everything!

I hope you all have a good weekend.

Warm regards,
Key Stage 1 Teachers

News from Key Stage 2
Dear Parents,
We’ve had another busy week of learning in Key Stage 2. We have been reading a range of books for the
‘Read-a-thon’ in a bid to raise money for ‘Educate A Child’ charity, but to also improve our love of
reading. Below is what your child has been learning in class.

Year 3
In Year 3, the children have been learning about the features of an explanation text in English. We will
write an explanation text on the lifecycle of a frog. In maths, we have been looking at multiplication,
specifically counting in 2s,5s,3s,4s and 8s. In science, we have been learning about the parts of a flower
and their functions, we have been amazed by the children’s learning! Lastly in topic, we have been
researching different rivers and where they are located in the world and learning about the fun activities
we can do on rivers.

Year 4

Year 4 have had an excellent week. We have been learning about the water cycle and how each part of
this happens. We have discussed states of matter and how a soli d can become a liquid and a liquid can
become a gas.In English this week, the children have been inventing and creating flow charts to support
their explanation of the machine. In maths, the children have continued with measurement, moving on
to measuring the perimeter of a shape. We have also had the opportunity to plant our own plants, being
responsible for its growth and supporting eco-schools. Keep up the great work year 4!

Year 5
This week, Year 5 has begun to write their science fiction escape stories based on an array of science
fiction texts we have looked at in our English lessons. We are hoping that our learning of show not tell,
relative clauses and expanded noun phrases can enhance the effect of our writing. In maths, we have
continued to improve our knowledge of multiplying and dividing by multiples of 10 with the use of
established methods to solve these problems. In science, Year 5 has learned about thermal conductors
and insulators and are preparing for our experiment which will compose of fi nding the best materials to
insulate a lunchbox in order to keep food warm.
Year 6
The Year 6 team are starting a new area of research in science this week and began their enquiry into
electricity, with a look at the history of the area. We have expanded our research into World War I by
considering the role of animals in the conflict, lifting morale, carrying heavy loads and catching pests.
We are developing our artwork on this theme by creating a WW1 mural using continuous line. In English,
the students are planning and writing their own playscripts, using the skills that have learnt las t

Warm regards,
Key Stage 2 Teachers

Teacher Corner
Dear All,
Hello, my name is Lauren Bowen and I am the Phonics lead here at RGSGQ. I have been asked to share
some advice on how to support your child at home.
Nursery
Nursery take part in Phase 1 phonics. In this phase children focus on their listening skills and hearing the
sounds in words. You can support their learning at home by:
•

Singing Nursery rhymes

•

Playing games such as ‘I spy’, remember to say the sound rather than the letter name

•

Read simple stories to children and ask them questions about what they have heard

•

Play copying games where your child copies the rhythm or sound made

Reception & KS1
Reception and KS1 learn the different sounds in the English language and how to read and write them.
They also learn the skills of blending (putting sounds together to read a word) and segmenting (splitting
the word into its sounds to write it).
•

Encourage children to read everyday as well as listening to stories. Thi s can be sounding out
signs they see or something you have written as well as formal reading books.

•

Write words that children are struggling to read on post it notes and put it somewhere that your
child will walk past a lot. Every time your child sees the word ask them what it says.

•

Geraldine the Giraffe and Alphablocks are high quality phonic videos which are available
on Youtube if you wish for your children to have phonics screen time.

•

Phonics resources listing the sounds and tricky words for each phase are available on Showbie if
you wish for your child to practice them at home

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on l.bowen@rgsgq.com
In the coming weeks, I will sharing further resources and tips for you to use at home.

Warm regards,
Lauren Bowen

RGS Superhero Squad (Miss Fantastic Focus)
Good afternoon Parents,

The RGS Superhero Squad have been helping our pupils understand the values that RGS holds near and
dear. Please take the time to familiarize your children with the Super Squad, they never fail to make
learning fun for everyone!

This week we are taking a closer look at Miss Fantastic Focus! Most children can concentrate on
activities that are fun and intrinsically enjoyable. It’s the ones that are more boring, difficult or just less
enjoyable that challenges their focus. This ability to concentrate and sustain attention on all kinds of
tasks is crucially important because it helps kids learn and improve, which leads to self -confidence and
positive self-esteem.

A good tip is do one thing at a time. We may praise the ability to multitask in our adult lives, b ut the
research is clear: multitasking reduces concentration and diminishes our performance. In line with the
concept of mindfulness, do one thing at a time in this one moment.

Please take the time to speak to your children about the importance of focus and don't forget to ask for
help from Miss Fantastic Focus herself!

Warm regards,
RGS Qatar

International Day Competitions - Powell House

International house events – PowellMr Logan
Ireland vs The Rest of The World. RGS International Day Sport’s Competition.

•

Pupils will compete at home and email videos to: t.logan@rgsgq.com

•

House points will be awarded for all entries. Entries to be submitted via OneDrive/Sharepoint.

•

Grand Final will take place on International Day in all 3 competitions. Thursday 25th November
2021.

•

NB: Pupils will be encouraged to be creative and use the equipment they have at home.

RGS Got Talent - Nettles House
Overview- RGS got talent
•

Competition open to whole school.

•

Students will submit videos of their talent via email rgstalentshow@gmail.com.

•

Each applicant will receive HP’s for participation.

•

Open submissions from the 12th – 23rd.

•

Live performances from the finalists (3 from Primary – 3 from Secondary).

•

Prizes for all the finalists (TBC).

International house events – Nettles- Mr Hannan

International house events – MUN- Mr Brophy.
Model United Nations

•

Model United Nations is a student-run simulation of the United Nations, where students assume
the roles of foreign diplomats to learn about international politics and diplomacy.

•

Our students will be doing a ’trial’ MUN conference on International Day, where they will be
tackling and debating issues within Qatar. For e.g. The issues surrounding the World Cup.

•

Any applications please send to j.Brophy@RGSGQ.com

International day art competition Beckingham & Valpy- Miss Gillon &
Miss Azam

•We are asking for children to create a piece of art (using whichever technique they wish; painting,
sketching, 3 D model etc) which resembles their homeland. This could be done through drawing the city
skyline, scenic landscapes, famous landmarks etc. •The entries should be submitted by the 24th
November, to myself or aaliaa. The artwork will also be displayed in the atrium for all to see.
We are asking for all children to get involved and winners will be receiving house points as their prizes.

Please send all entries to S.Gillon@RGSGQ.com
A.Azam@RGSGQ.com

Austen & Hamonde- Miss Roe & Mr Lyle

•Cook a dish and video it
•From home country or class country
•Submit in school or via email (USB)
•Primary to Patrick (p.lyle@rgsgq.com)•Secondary to Lauren (l.roe@rgsgq.com)
•Email will be sent on Thursday to all parents•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXTJZ5RbeGk –
example from last year for staff reference

RGS Dates for your Diary
*RGS Readathon with Education Above All Sunday, 7th November - Tuesday, 16th November
*RGS International Day - Thursday, 25th November

Contact Us

Royal Grammar School Guildford Qatar
Um Salal Mohamed,
Street No. 631,
Building No. 17,
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P.O. Box 75465,
Doha,
Qatar.
Tel: 40360450
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