
THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Dear parents,

I hope that our first week back has somewhat settled after the
uncertainty and apprehensions of starting Term 3. Our students are
facing unprecedented times where they are expected to just ‘get on’
with it. I would like to start this week’s newsletter by thanking all our
families for doing a sterling job with ensuring that our students have
been able to access the content, for keeping an eye on behavior,
reminding our students to complete all tasks and balancing the 101
other jobs that need doing at home. 

Of course, I also need to recognize the amazing job our teaching
faculty have done and continue to do so, as their flexibility and
determination have ensured that our students have continued to
receive an excellent education, that meets the RGS expectations. 

As we prepare for next week, we will be making some minor updates
to the logistics of using our live lessons via Teams, more details will
come from our Phases Leaders. 
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Sunday 23rd May 2021                                                                                         
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Also, Miss. Bowen has added some top tips in todays Newsletter, please can you
ensure you have a read through the advice as it will help you in preparing for next
week. 

We will continue to run with our current timetable from 0800-1200 each day. I
appreciate some feedback suggesting a 0900-1400 time framework, but I feel the
current framework is working well. Of course, I will keep our community up-to-date with
any directives from the MoEHE that directly impacts private schools.

This week I have hosted meetings with our class reps and parents in both English and
Arabic. I was able to listen to feedback, thoughts and opinions which gave me an
opportunity to really understand our parents challenges and to also offer an
opportunity to give me feedback – thank you to all who took part, we will continue to
run these vital Zoom meetings for the foreseeable future.

Next week we will also be moving away from MySchool and be implementing iSAMS.
As our school continues to grow, we have a need for a more robust, effective database
system that does more for the school and gives our parents access to student
performance, data and achievement. 

We will be moving over to iSAMS from next week, so please ensure you have not
filtered any emails from the @iSAMS domain. 
Further details to follow.

Lastly, a big thank you to all our students for really showing what it means to be an
RGS student. I have heard countless stories this week about our students displaying
the RGS values of ‘Responsibility’, ‘Independence’ and ‘Engagement’. 

Our values really are shining bright in the international student community and
showcasing how amazing our school is, despite the ever-changing challenges we
continue to face.

Enjoy the read, 

Thomas Rolt
RGS Qatar



15th April 2021

Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely break. This term, our topic is Under the Sea and
we have some lovely activities which we hope you will enjoy. As we have moved to 100%
online, we aim to provide the children with engaging and fun activities for them to complete at
home and which we hope that all children will take part in. These include art activities, stories,
maths, counting. 

As the children are at home, I am including some pictures of the children’s work from before
the Spring Break to show some of the lovely work they had completed in class. 

Here are some pictures of Reception Stingrays working on activities based on the topic of
Superheroes. They tested different materials that they could make capes from to see which
worked best and which could help them move the fastest like a Superhero. 

In Reception Seals, we are learning all about ‘Under the Sea’. Although the children are not
in, we made a virtual display board and the children will send in some work they create at
home which will be displayed on the board to give a sense that they are still in school. These
include making octopus out of toilet roll holders and Rainbow Fish from our story. 

They have also been working on sequencing our story and working with different ways to
represent their higher numbers and making number posters.

Early Years Teachers 

News From Early Years 
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Welcome back everyone! Although we can’t see all of the children in person it has been
lovely to speak to them all over Teams and hear their news. 

It is quiet in the RGSGQ building and we miss you all so much! The teachers are so proud
of all of the children who have been working so very hard at home. 

Our topic this term is ‘Bright Lights, Big City’. As part of this topic we have been using our
geographical skills to identify and name landmarks in Doha this week.  

In English we have been honing our handwriting skills, writing lists, describing our teddy
bears using adjectives and looking at the difference between -s and -es in plurals. We have
revised our sounds in phonics this week and next week we will begin to work in our
streamed groups again. 

In maths, we have been very busy practising counting in two’s, five’s and ten’s and using
this knowledge to create and count groups. In science we have been studying the seasons. 

Welcome back everyone! We have really enjoyed speaking to the children via Teams this
week and are so proud of them all and how hard they are working at home. We hope it
won’t be too long before we can all see each other in person again. 

Our topic this term is ‘Sensational Safari’ In English we have been busy planning stories
using a ‘story mountain’. We have been writing recounts using adjectives, adverbs and time
connectives and reviewing books. 

In maths we have been practising measuring using a ruler, ordering objects by height and
problem solving using our measuring skills. 

In science we have focused on materials. We have used our scientific skills to identify and
compare materials and their uses. 

Key Stage 1 Teachers 
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Dear Parents,

Welcome back to a new term! As we are now back to 100% online learning, this week
started very differently for everyone. It was wonderful for us teachers to see our classes,
even though the bright faces we saw were through our computer screen! We want to
thank you for all your support this week, as online learning comes with its challenges,
however working together can make it a successful experience for the children. Please
read below about what has happened online in your child’s year group.

Year 3

The Year 3 students have made an excellent start to term 3.1! It has been lovely seeing
so many enthusiastic faces on our screens each live lesson, despite the difficulties of
online learning! The students have been introduced to so many different concepts this
week. In maths, we have looked at fractions. The children identified that fractions are
equal parts of a whole, and found halves, quarters and thirds of shapes and numbers. In
English, we explored setting descriptions, and the use of figurative language to make
our writing more interesting. We were impressed with the students’ use of similes and
metaphors when creating sentences! In science, we have started our unit on ‘Animals,
including humans’, we looked at what animals eat and classified them using the terms
‘carnivore, herbivore and omnivore’. Lastly in topic, we examined various artefacts and
discussed what the artefacts tell us about the ancient Egyptian civilisation.  

Year 4

This week has been our first week of 100 percent online learning. We are so proud of
how the children are adapting! They have shown enthusiasm and good focus when
learning about hundredths and adding to a whole number, in maths. In English this
week, the children rose to the challenge of showing us what they could do by writing a
diary on the very first day back! Since then, we have begun to dig deeper into the
grammatical features that can be used in diary writing. We read a diary extract by an
animal in the jungle who had their habitat threatened. In science we started our new
topic and learned about the seven life processes of all living things - we made posters to
explain our understanding. Our topic lesson asked us to raise more questions and ideas
about the rainforest. Finally in art we began to plan for our very own dioramas....a
rainforest in a shoe box!

News From Key Stage 2
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Year 5

We have been so impressed with Year 5 and their commitment to online
learning! This week, we have been continuing to refine and improve our
blogs. Our blog posts have been focused on what we did over our half term
break and including photographs and other multimedia. 

In maths, our knowledge of fractions has been consolidated in the form of
multiplying fractions by integers and fractions of amounts. In science, Year 5
have looked at the changes that occur in the human body as we grow from
an infant to an adult. 

We were also introduced to our new topic of ‘biomes’ and studying the
various types of biomes as well as the concept of ‘climate vs biome’.

Year 6

Year 6 has been absolutely brilliant this week! We were so impressed by
their independence and their enthusiasm while attending their online
lessons.

We have continued with ratios this week in maths and the children have
been learning how to use scale factors when enlarging and decreasing 2D
shapes. 

In English, we started looking at our book titled Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone. The children have read the first chapter and have
described and compared 2 of the characters in the book. In topic, the
children have started to learn about the Maya civilisation and produced a
travel brochure with key facts and images about this ancient people. They
were also very creative in preparing their masks in the style of the Mayan
people. 

Keep it up Year 6!

Key Stage 2 Teachers 
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Dear Parents,

I hope that you are well.

We would like to inform you that we will be switching from MySchool to ISAMS as our main
student information system in RGS from 18th April 2021. From this day, we will shut down
the MySchool program and all emails coming from school will be sent through iSAMS only. 

The iSAMS provides parents quick and easy access to their children's attendance report,
class timetable, rewards record, school directory, photo and video gallery, assessment
results, and school news. Moreover, iSAMS provides parents a communication portal where
you will receive important letters, announcements and updates. 

More specific information regarding the use of iSAMS will be communicated to you later. 

Kind Regards,

RGSGQ IT Team

iSAMS

Dear Parents,

I hope that you are well.

Please find the following 4 tips that I thought would be useful with regards to your children's online
learning resources:

1) Make sure to login into teams using your child's email address. If you are unsure of this please contact
their class teacher

2) Lessons can be joined via the link in the timetable pdf or through your child's team calendar

3) Headphones with a microphone can help children to focus on the live lessons and reduce background
noise

4) Ensure devices are fully charged 

Kind regards,

Miss Lauren Bowen 
Starfish Class Teacher and Technology Lead

Tech Corner 
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Dear Parents,

It is important to remember that our children need our support at home and by doing the best we can to ensure
that we foster an environment conducive to their love of learning we can reinforce positive mental health and
well-being habits.

Providing positive mental health and supporting well-being helps children think, learn, and socialize well and it
leads to self-confidence and high self-esteem.

What to do?

Ensure your child has these mental health basics:

 Never forget the paramount importance of providing Unconditional love from family members

 Provide an environment and feeling of safety and security at home

 Positive direction and support from teachers and caregivers

 Creating an environment of structure, discipline, and guidance for our children at home

What to know?

You can help aid and reinforce your child's mental health and well-being by:

 Ensure that you both listen and talk to your children about there positive experiences as well as challenges.

 Give your child a sense of responsibility by giving them important jobs at home.

 Agree on Family Activities – like game night,  preparing meals, reading time, or holiday activities.

 Always implement responsible use of technology – and create phone & tech-free zones.

 Ensure your children have time to play and create – support healthy activities at home.

 Support your children's love of learning – help them find out who they are and what they enjoy.

 Always encourage exercise and nutrition – encourage them to move every day and eat nourishing food.

 Help them enjoy nature – go for a walk together, plant a garden.

 Create healthy sleep routines.

We hope you found  these tips useful, stay safe and have a great weekend!

RGS Qatar Marketing Team

Tips For Well-being at Home
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Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils to ensure
they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential; academically, socially and
emotionally. 
 
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years, Key Stage 1 and
Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who achieve the highest percentage
of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in these classes are also rewarded with an additional
two House points each.
 
The winners this week can be seen below:

Early Years
Attendance: Reception Dolphins
Punctuality: Reception Sharks
 
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Cheetahs 
Punctuality: Year  1 Elephants
 
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 3B
Punctuality: Year 4B

Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and do not miss
school unnecessarily.

House Points Update


