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THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary

1st February: Spring
Fair

2nd – 6th February:
Primary School Health
Week

5th February: Parents’
Monthly Coffee Morning

RGS UK Visit
This week we welcomed visitors from RGS Guildford UK to our
school. Mr Jon Cox, Mrs Sarah Creedy and Mr Bob Ukiah spent
two days in school meeting with staff and Board members from
Al Qamra Holding.
On Wednesday parents were invited into school for a coffee
morning which provided an opportunity to speak informally with
our visitors and ask any questions about the ongoing
development of the school. We also welcomed Mr Rolt to the
RGS who will be the Head of School from August 2020. Mr Rolt
spoke with a number of parents and I am looking forward to
working with him over the coming months to ensure a smooth
handover as the school continues to grow and develop.
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Year 1 Zebras Class Assembly
On Thursday Year 1 Zebras wowed us with a fantastic assembly celebrating their
learning so far during Term 2. Five expert ‘teachers’ explained what the Zebras
have been learning about in Maths, English, Topic and Science and the whole class
joined together to share information about materials, months of the year and story
writing.
I am always impressed by the ability of our pupils to perform on stage, and once
again it was wonderful to see pupils speaking and singing with such confidence and
enjoyment. A huge well done to the pupils and thank you to the Year 1 Zebras
teaching team for supporting the pupils to present such a fantastic performance.
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Run for the Philippines
As you might be aware we will be holding a charity run next week during Health Week.
We have hired two treadmills which will be in the atrium on Wednesday 5th February
from 6.00am until 4.00pm. Between our community of staff and parents we will be
aiming to run the equivalent distance from Doha to Lemery Batangas, based on 1km
on the treadmill = 100 km. The distance is approximately 7000km, therefore, we need
to cover 70km during the school day.
We will be asking our community to come and donate small change on the day to
support the relief effort in Lemery Batangas, the home town of Nurse Odessa.

Spring Fair
Don’t forget that our Spring Fair will be held this weekend! There will be musical
performances, games, stalls, tasty food and lots of prizes to be won. It is sure to be a
great day so please put come along between 11am – 2pm.
See you on Saturday!
Mr. Downs
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News from Early Years
This week in Reception Stingrays the children have enjoyed reading ‘The Three Little
Aliens and The Big Bad Robot’ by Margaret McNamara. This story has inspired some
wonderful play centred around the theme of robots. In our outdoor area, Meshaal and
Caelan enjoyed exploring a tuff tray with magnetic wands to find objects that were
magnetic. Jack used the paper clips as loose parts to design a robot body. He said
they would make a good robot because they are magnetic! Alikhan, Ghassan and
Maya used the large construction blocks to build their own life-sized robots. They had
lots of fun breaking down words into syllables – just like a robot. In the IT area, Eilidh
and Nasser especially enjoyed programming our class robot (Rodney) to move
through a very tricky maze! Al Johara painted a wonderful picture of a robot in the
creative area, using lots of 2D shapes to help her form the robot’s body. Additionally,
Dimitri, Abdulla and Bennie were inspired to make rockets that ‘zoom into space and
go to the planets to eat the aliens’.
It wasn’t all about robots in the home corner as Maryam, Farrah and Zuha had a
birthday party! They enjoyed making lots of delicious cakes from the playdough and
used our muffin trays to divide up their mixture and cook it in the oven. They made lots
of reference to our learning around shops as they visited the ‘shop’ to buy the
ingredients for their cooking. Alishba, Haya, Aida and Jinan have enjoyed the addition
of envelopes in our writing area. They have been using their sounds to write lots of
letters to their family, friends and teachers and decorated them with such care and
attention that I would love to receive one in the post! What a busy week it has been –
we are looking forward to all of the challenges that health week will bring us!
Miss McConville
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News from Key Stage 1
What a great week it’s been in KS1! In year 1, in English, pupils in Giraffes and
Meerkats have been independently writing their own version of the story they learnt,
called ‘Rosie’s Walk’. They used their innovated story maps to write their new story
and there have been many ‘Keep It Up Captains’ for the creativity they have shown
with their story ideas. In Zebras and Elephants, the pupils have continued their
grammar focus by learning about adding different suffixes to words to make new
words. Year 1 Science each pupil has been investigating which materials are
waterproof in order to make a coat, to keep Paddington Bear dry, in London. Whilst in
Maths, Zebras and Elephants classes have been learning to divide by sharing objects;
and in Giraffes and Meerkats, they have learnt about halving while cutting shapes,
colouring half and dividing objects into two parts. During Topic, Year 1 have continued
with their ‘Bright Lights, Big City’ learning by building their own city in the classroom
and comparing Doha now to Doha in the past.
In Year 2, the pupils have been learning to tell the time in Maths, as well as solving
time word problems. In English, they have been writing their innovated poems inspired
by the poem ‘Buzz Buzz’. During Topic, Year 2 have continued all their fun learning on
The Great Fire of London by exploring what a reliable source is; while in Science, they
have been naming, identifying and grouping animals.
Lots of singing practise for Aladdin has been happening in Music lessons and it has
been wonderful to hear Zebras practicing for their assembly this week. There are so
many musically talented children in Key Stage 1!
Don’t forget that it’s the Spring Fair this Saturday. It’ll be great to see lots of you there.
Miss Leith, Meerkats.
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News from Key Stage 2
First of all, congratulations to the Year 3 pupils who represented RGSGQ at the
QPPSSA outdoor athletics competition at the American School of Doha on Tuesday.
They represented their year group and the school excellently. Well done to all involved!
After three weeks of planning their stories through using story maps and writing
character and setting descriptions, the Year 3 pupils completed their first Big Write of
2020 in their English lessons this week. After spending the first lesson writing their
story, the pupils spent the second lesson editing their writing using a green pen,
focusing upon using the correct punctuation, spelling and including ‘wow words’. After
rewriting their story including their edits, the final drafts were greatly improved from their
first draft and the learners should be very proud of what they have written, keep up the
good work Year 3!
In Term 2.1, Year 3 have learned about ‘Rocks and Soil’ in their Science lessons. Did
you know that there are different types of soil? This week, pupils experimented with
soil, testing their permeability and how well they absorbed water. The children
thoroughly enjoyed using test tubes, funnels and filter paper during this experiment and
it was clear to see the difference between the three soil samples following the
experiment.
Year 3 really enjoyed their Mathematics lessons this week. In class, the children
learned about Roman Numerals and completed decoding and translating challenges
before solving word problems including Roman Numeral calculations. On Wednesday,
the Year 3 children began their learning about fractions by creating their own fractions
wall. The lesson was a great introduction to fractions that I’m sure the children will
remember while learning about fractions in the next few weeks.
In Topic this week, Year 3 have used the school iPads to assist their learning. During
topic, the pupils researched the famous fossil hunter, Mary Anning, using the childfriendly search engine KidzSearch. The children found some amazing facts about
Anning, including when she was born and where she lived. Some pupils even found out
that when she was a child, Anning was struck by lightning!
It has been a great half term in Year 3 and I look forward to seeing many of you this
Saturday, in the Spring Fair.
Mr Jones, Year 3J.
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News from Key Stage 3
Dear Parents,
Next week the pupils will have assessments in some subjects, so please contact the subject
teacher for further information.
Last Thursday the Senior School Prefects managed to raise QAR 1225/- for UNICEF charity. This
was a fantastic effort and the money will go a long way to support the charity. We commend the
Senior School Prefects in developing their organisational skills and teamwork abilities. The bake
sale was also well received by the KS2 and KS3 students, and put a smile on the faces of the
pupils as they were eating lovely cakes!
Next week the pupils will have a sports afternoon on Wednesday 5 February; for this, pupils will
need to attend school in their PE kit; the boys also need to bring their swimming kit with them. The
boys are going to swim and participate in football whilst the girls are going to participate in Netball
and either Pilates or Football.
On Thursday 6th February it is Sports Day at RGS, so pupils will need to attend school in their PE
shorts or trousers and their RGS house colour t-shirt. If pupils do not have an RGS house colour tshirt, they need to wear a sports top that is the same colour as their house.
Thanks for your support,
KS3 Teachers
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Key Stage 2 Athletics
On Tuesday this week, the RGS took a team of 47 athletes from Year 3 to Year 6 to ASD for an
athletics competition. All pupils thoroughly enjoyed the competition, applied fantastic effort and
represented the School incredibly well. Standout performances were from the following pupils:
Third - Year 6 boys 100m - Omar
Third - Year 5 boys triple jump - Essa
Third - Year 5 girls triple jump - Aisha
Third - Year 3 boys long jump - Farris
Third - Year 3 girls 60m - Christine
Third - Year 4 boys 300m - Saif
Third - Year 3 girls 300m - Jemima
Second - Year 4 girls ball throw - Eva
Second - Year 3 girls long jump - Ceylin
Second - Year 3 boys 300m - Yazaan
Second - Year 6 boys triple jump - Omar
First - Year 3 boys triple jump - Khalifa
First - Year 3 boys 60m - Farris
First - Year 5 boys 800m - Bilal
First - Year 3 boys 4x100m relay - Farris, Yazaan, Khalifa, Andrew.
Pupils will be given their medals during an assembly once we receive all of the medals from the
tournament organizer.
Mr Temple, PE
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Weekly Awards
Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for
pupils to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full
potential; academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years,
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who
achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in
these classes are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Reception Turtles
Punctuality: Reception Dolphins
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Cheetahs
Punctuality: Year 1 Meerkats
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 5N
Punctuality: Year 3J and 6W
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day
and do not miss school unnecessarily.
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RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the Primary
School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils receive these
awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and becoming a member of our
RGS Super Squad! These pupils receive 25 additional House points each.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Shamma
Reception Dolphins: Fahad
Reception Turtles: Abrish
Reception Sharks: Noura
Year 1 Zebras: Erasmus
Year 1 Meerkats: Ayan
Year 1 Elephants: Myla
Year 2 Tigers : Yan
Year 2 Lions: Ismail
Year 3J: Awss
Year 3N: Aminah
Year 5N: Kareem
Year 5K:Abdulrahman
Year 6J: Bobby
Year 7A: Gustav
Year 8S: Ali
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Top Table
To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent
behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the week,
are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week.
Top Table is located in the School Council garden and pupils receive invitations during Thursday
morning registration. Those who are invited also receive 25 additional House points each.
On Thursday I enjoyed eating lunch with the following pupils from Reception and Key Stage 1:
Reception Turtles: Aalya
Reception Dolphins: Abdul Wali
Reception Sharks : Maxwell
Year 1 Giraffes: Wouter
Year 1 Meerkats: Mehza
Year 1 Elephants: Hammad
Year 1 Zebras: Maisie
Year 2 Lions: Omar
Year 2 Tigers: Saleh
Year 4H: Julie
Year 4W: Reem

30th Jan 2020

Community Events
Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
QATAR NATIONAL SPORTS DAY AT MUSEUM OF ILLUSIONS
On Qatar National Sports Day, exercise your brain muscles and train your mind with
Dilemma Games. Break the record and win exciting prizes.
Location: Museum of Illusions Doha
Date: 11 February 2020
Time: 09:00 am - 10:00 pm
Ticket Purchase: At the door
Price: Family (2 adults -2 kids) - 220QR Adult - 80QR Children under 15 - 60QR
Website: https://museumofillusions.qa/
KIDZVILLE AT HOTEL PARK
Fun-filled activities for kids of various age groups including a massive Trampoline
Park, Zip Line, Giant Slide, World’s Largest Bounce Kingdom, and much more.
Location: Sheraton Hotel Park, Doha, Qatar
Date: 15 November 2019 - 30 April 2020
Time: Saturday to Wednesday 3.00pm to 10.00pm
Thursday /Friday 2:00pm - 12:00 am
Entry is free.
Website: http://www.qsports.qa
If you know of any events planned for the future, please let the School know so we
can pass this information to our school community.
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RGS Diary Dates
1st February: Spring Fair
2nd – 6th February: Primary School Health Week
5th February: Parents’ Monthly Coffee Morning
5th February: Key Stage 2 BOUNCE Trip
5th February: Run for Philippines Charity event
6th February: Year 3J Class Assembly
6th February: Whole School Sports Day
6th February: Final Day of Term 2.1

