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THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary

12th January: Primary
School Colour Run

13th January: Year 5
and 6 Girls’ Football
Match

16th January: Primary
School IT Day

Happy New Year
Welcome back to the RGS for the start of Term 2. I hope you all
had an enjoyable holiday and are ready for a busy term which
will once again be full of great activities and fun learning
experiences.
This week saw us welcome a number of new pupils to our
school who have joined us at the start of Term 2. I was
incredibly proud that many of our existing pupils supported their
new friends which helped them settle into their new classes
quickly and made the transition a smooth one.
Looking ahead to the next few weeks, the Primary School
Colour Run takes place at the start of next week and IT Day is
on Thursday 16th January. Planning is well underway for the
Spring Fair on Saturday 1st February and Health Week will be
held during the first week of February. As part of Health Week
we will be holding our annual Sports Day on Thursday 6th
February. Parents are encouraged to come along to Sports Day
(and get involved!), so get your running shoes ready!
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Mother Language Day, Book Week and Art Week are all scheduled for after the
February half term and our Year 5 pupils will be heading to Oman for their
residential in March.
Pupils will be taking to the stage throughout the term for class assemblies and
there will also be the Key Stage 1 production of Aladdin at the end of March.
It is certainly going to be another busy term at the RGS!

House Update
As we head towards the half way point of the school year, the race for the House
Championship is very close. The current points totals are:
Beckingham: 8011
Valpy: 7965
Hamonde: 7857
Austen: 7583
Nettles: 7392
Powell: 7468
On Thursday we held our termly House Assemblies which were led by our House
Captains. These assemblies help to develop a sense of community across each
House which we feel is so important at the RGS. Pupils across the Primary School
were split into their Houses and the House Captains provided a review of the year
so far and highlighted upcoming events.

Parents’ Coffee Morning
It was lovely to welcome a large number of parents to our monthly coffee morning
earlier this week. This event take place on the first Wednesday of every month during
term time and provides parents with a great opportunity to meet other members of our
community and learn more about the School.
The next coffee morning will be on Wednesday 5th February during Health Week, so
please put it in your diary.
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Spring Fair
Don’t forget that our Spring Fair will be held on Saturday 1st February.
This event is being organised by the Parents’ Association with support from the RGS,
and it will provide an opportunity for our school community to gather together with the
wider Doha community and enjoy a fun- filled day of activities.
There will be musical performances, games, stalls, tasty food and lots of prizes to be
won. It is sure to be a great day so please put the date in your diary!
If you have any questions, please contact your parent class rep, a member of the
Parents’ Association, or contact the school office.

Colour Run
This year we are holding a series of ‘House Charity Days’ which are being planned
and led by our House Captains. Next week it is Nettles Charity Day and Jana,
(Nettles House Captain), has organised a Colour Run for pupils in the Primary
School on Sunday 12th January.
For a donation of QAR 5/- pupils are able to come to school wearing colourful
clothing as part of non-uniform day. Throughout the day each class will take part in
an obstacle course outside on the school field, with House Points being awarded to
Houses who complete the most laps of the course.
Have a great weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Sunday in your colourful
clothing!
Mr. Downs
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News from Early Years
What a magical week it has been in Reception Turtles Class! The children have been
full of excitement and have eagerly anticipated where our mysterious door will appear
next. Earlier this week, we found an empty cup and a letter that said Bessie Belle’s
fruit smoothie had disappeared. She wasn’t very happy, so the terrific Turtles stepped
in to help. They each said what their favourite smoothie was. We found out that a firm
favourite was strawberry! After writing a set of instructions on how to make a smoothie
the children enjoyed making their very own. We used lots of mathematical language
when counting strawberries and pieces of banana. They particularly enjoyed drinking it
and there was even enough left to share with Bessie.
In Maths, the Turtles have been deepening their understanding of number through lots
of child-led activities. It has been wonderful to observe the children develop a real-love
for number.
Time flies when you are having fun in Reception Turtles! I am very proud of all the
children and the successful first term we have shared. I am very much looking forward
to welcoming the children back after their well-deserved holidays and look forward to
seeing lots more fantastic social and academic progress. Well done Team Turtles!
Miss Tomes. Reception Turtles
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News from Key Stage 1
Firstly, the Key Stage One team would like to welcome you all back and wish you a
Happy New Year!
We have had a great first week back, with pupils getting straight back into their
routines and starting new topics of learning. We would also like to send out a warm
welcome to new pupils in Year 1 and 2, and their families, who have just joined us at
RGS this week. We hope you have had a wonderful first week in your new classrooms
and have settled in well.
Year 1 have been super busy starting off with their new topic ‘Bright Lights, Big City’,
by identifying and comparing the countryside to cities. They have also kick-started their
new Science topic of materials by identifying, naming and labelling different types of
materials. In Maths they have started to understand basic time scales by learning the
days of the week and months of the year. In English, the Year 1 pupils have been
learning how to use time conjunctions into their writing such as ‘then, after that, before,
later on, finally’.
The Year 2 classes have also been very busy this week! They have started their new
topic of ‘The Great Fire of London’, by learning about history and how to use timelines
to learn about the past. They learnt and compared past and present times in London,
including buildings, people’s clothes and jobs. Whilst in Science, their brand new topic
is Animals; including Humans. During this topic, the children will learn a basic
understanding of the human body. For example, this week they learnt about the main
body parts. In Maths, they have been learning to identify; add and subtract; and make
different amounts with money in pence and pounds. In English, the children have
started their new unit of poetry by looking at a range of different poems and identifying
rhyming words within a poem, then using actions to re-tell a poem.
In addition to all of our exciting new learning, we have also made a start on preparing
for our very exciting KS1 Production coming up next half term, for which the pupils
have shown huge enthusiasm and excitement. We are very much looking forward to
seeing our pupils shine as they prepare for the show!
Miss Keay
Key Stage One Coordinator
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News from Key Stage 2
It has been a pleasure to welcome back the children of Key Stage 2, to their
second term in RGS. The pupils have impressed their teachers by quickly picking
up where they left off, from Term 1, and epitomized the RGS learning values by
showing respect and courtesy to the new pupils that have joined the school
community.
Lower Key Stage 2
Year 3
Writing in a different genre for the new term, Year 3 have been learning the key
features of a narrative text and will write their own story based on the short story of
Mary Anning’s, ‘Fossil Girl’ by Catherine Brighton. Making cross curricular links
through their learning, the pupils will have enquiry based learning for the Jurassic
period of time and the Science topic of Rocks and Soil. Performing the role of
geologists, pupils have been identifying and comparing different types of rocks.
Year 4
Year 4 have embarked on their new topic of study, Chocolate, with an emphasis
placed on conservation in the rainforest; to alert children of the current challenges
the world is facing the children will learn about fair trade and how chocolate is
made. Tasty lessons will lie ahead . . .
In Mathematics, pupils are deepening their knowledge of mathematical strategies
by learning about distributive law. The pupils have impressed the Year 4 team by
utilising their times tables facts that they have been continuously practicing on
Times Tables Rockstars. Well done, Year 4!
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Upper Key Stage 2
Year 5
Year 5 have begun their new class novel, ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’, which will
greatly aid their imagination for fiction and fantasy settings. In the forthcoming weeks,
the pupils will write a sequel to the story.
Experimenting in class, Year 5 performed an investigation with heating to learn that
controlled heating is a less severe process and it can produce reversible and nonreversible changes.
Year 6
Raising the profile of the current issues the world is facing, Year 6 have been studying
topics of interest and natural disasters such as tsunamis. Putting their learning into real
life context, the Year 6 teaching team have provided children with the opportunity to
address the tragic bushfires in Australia and the children have demonstrated many of
the RGS values in their responses and solutions.
Developing their inferential skills and making links to other cultures through reading,
Year 6 have been reading the novel, ‘A Word in Your Ear’. Making predictions about
the next chapters, children were tasked with performing freeze frames and role play,
showing their current knowledge of characters and their understanding of the United
Kingdom’s cultured theme within the book.
On behalf of the Key Stage 2 team,
Thank you for your continued support,
Mr Quigley
KS2 Coordinator
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News from Key Stage 3
Dear Parents,
We hope you have enjoyed the mid-term break and are looking forward to another
exciting term at the RGS. Last term flew by and we hope that the pupils are proud of
the progress they have achieved so far. Thank you to the parents for attending the
parents’ evening last term; it is a valuable opportunity to discuss progress and
attainment of the pupils and to address any specific concerns, and we will look to hold
another one after the next reports are issued.
We completed the term with a special QND assembly for the senior school to celebrate
Qatar, and to showcase some of the fantastic work our senior pupils did during that
term. It was an excellent way to finish Term 1.
Additionally, we ran a rewards trip at the end of Term 1 for those pupils who had
displayed exceptional effort and attainment throughout the term. We hope the pupils
enjoyed the trip.
Hopefully the children are refreshed and ready for the new term ahead.
Kind regards,
KS3 Teachers
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Weekly Awards
Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for
pupils to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full
potential; academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years,
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who
achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in
these classes are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Dolphins
Punctuality: Stingrays and Dolphins
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 1 Meerkats
Punctuality: Year 2 Lions
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 6W
Punctuality: Year 3J and 3N
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day
and do not miss school unnecessarily.
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RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the Primary
School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils receive these
awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and becoming a member of our
RGS Super Squad! These pupils receive 25 additional House points each.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Malik
Nursery Starfish: Fatima Ayaz
Reception Dolphins: Maryam
Reception Turtles: Angus
Reception Sharks: Sasha
Year 1 Zebras: Joshua C
Year 1 Giraffes: Bader
Year 1 Elephants:Fatima
Year 2 Tigers: Hiba
Year 2 Lions: Romeya
Year 2 Cheetahs: Iris
Year 3J: Faris
Year 3N: Jemima
Year 3Q: Yousef
Year 5K: Zein
Year 7A: Talal
Year 8S: Ali
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Top Table
To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent
behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the week,
are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week.
Top Table is located in the School Council garden and pupils receive invitations during Thursday
morning registration. Those who are invited also receive 25 additional House points each.
On Thursday I enjoyed eating lunch with the following pupils from Reception and Key Stage 1:
Reception Turtles: Sara
Reception Sharks: Marlow
Reception Dolphins: Samuel
Reception Stingrays :Meshaal
Year 1 Giraffes: Abdulla
Year 1 Elephants: Khalid
Year 1 Zebras: Jack
Year 2 Lions: Heshaam
Year 2 Cheetahs: Darmen
Year 2 Tigers: Quinishaa
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Community Events
Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
MIA PARK BAZAAR
MIA Park Bazaar is a modern version of the Old Souq tradition with a vibrant mix of
around 120 stalls - open on weekends only. Browse and buy handcrafted items,
accessories, paintings, clothing, food, jewellery, photography and art.
Location: MIA Park
Date: 3 January 2020 - 25 April 2020
Time: 02:00 pm - 08:00 pm
Free Entry
www.mia.org.qa/en/mia-park/park-bazaar
DOHA INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR 2020
The (DIBF) is one of the largest international book fairs in the region.
Location: Doha Exhibition and Convention Center
Date: 9 January 2020 - 18 January 2020
Time: 09:00 am - 10:00 pm
Ticket Purchase: No tickets needed
www.mcs.gov.qa/en/
OOREDOO DOHA MARATHON 2020
A popular highlight within Doha’s sporting calendar! The course takes runners
along a scenic route through Doha, taking in many of the city’s highlights, with
spectators lining the streets.
Location: Along the Doha Corniche
Date: 10th January 2020
Time: 06:30 am - 11:00 am
www.premiereonline.com
If you know of any events planned for the future, please let the School know so we
can pass this information to our school community.
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RGS Diary Dates
12th January: Primary School Colour Run
13th January: Year 5 and 6 Girls’ Football Match
16th January: Primary School IT Day
29th January: Year 1 and 2 Mixed Football Tournament
1st February: Spring Fair
2nd – 6th February: Primary School Health Week
5th February: Parents’ Monthly Coffee Morning
6th February: Whole School Sports Day
6th February: Final Day of Term 2.1

