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THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary

9th December: Year 4
Roman Day

9th December: Year 5
and 6 Girls Netball
Match

11th December: Winter
Open Mic Night (2pm
onwards on the outside
basketball court)

RGS Beach Clean
Last weekend a group of approximately 40 members of the
RGS community participated in a Beach Cleanup at Simaisma
Beach. Qatar is blessed with long stretches of beautiful beach,
however, they are often covered in litter which is left on the
beaches and not placed in bins or taken home. Debris is also
washed up on the beach, as has been well documented
throughout the world.
The purpose of the cleanup is to help, around the world, to
remove trash and debris from beaches and waterways; to
identify the sources of the litter, and to change the behaviors
that cause pollution.
Beach cleanups reduce litter which in turn helps protect our
oceans and the creatures that live in them. Just as importantly,
they also help to engage people and raise awareness about
litter and plastic pollution which hopefully will change people’s
behaviour.
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During the Beach Cleanup we found all manner of different items including
plastic bottles, wrappers and packaging, coat hangers, old toys and even car
tyres!
A big thank you to the Parents’ Association for organising this worthwhile event,
and to everyone who came along. I look forward to another Beach Cleanup
later in the year..
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Valpy Charity Day
Throughout the year our House Captains will be planning and hosting a series of
‘House Charity Days’ to raise awareness of different charities.
On Thursday, Valpy House held their Charity Day to raise money for Paws Rescue
Centre and it was a great success!
Ali Aly, Valpy House Captain, arranged a fantastic quiz for all pupils in KS1 and
KS2. Ali prepared the questions himself and organised House points and RGS
stationery as prizes.
A huge well done to Ali and thank you to Mr Walsh for his support. I would also like
to thank our school community for supporting this event and raising money for such
a good cause. I look forward to the next House Charity Day which will be led by
Nettles House in January 2020.

Year 2 Lions Class Assembly

Earlier this week a group of pupils from Year 2 Lions handed me an invitation to their
assembly which was scheduled for Thursday. The pupils were incredibly excited to
perform to the rest of the School and told me they had been “practicing really hard”.
Well, their hard work certainly paid off as they performed a fabulous assembly to
pupils, parents and staff in the school atrium.
The pupils retold the well-known story ‘The Three Billy Goats’ and amazed us with
some fantastic multiplication facts. Their Geography topic has been all about ‘Our
Wonderful World’ and so they shared lots of fascinating facts about the continents of
the world and a great poem they had learnt with Miss Keay and Mrs Marrett.
A huge thank you to the pupils for sharing their learning with us and to the teaching
staff for their hard work since the start of the academic year.
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Qatar National Day Celebration
As you will probably be aware, Wednesday, 18th December is Qatar National Day. On
Tuesday 17th December we will be holding a whole school event to celebrate this
important day, and we would be delighted if parents could join us.
We ask that pupils come to school on this day wearing either traditional Qatari dress or
items of clothing that represent Qatar, such as a T-shirt with the Qatar flag on it. Staff
members will be dressed up as well, and we invite parents to do the same if they wish
to.
Parents are welcome to attend our whole school assembly which will take place from
8am – 8.45am. For the rest of the morning, pupils will take part in a series of activities
with their teachers aimed at increasing their understanding of the country we live in, its
customs and traditions. Parents are welcome to return to school for our family picnic
which will take place from 10.45am – 12pm outside in the school grounds. Parents are
asked to bring their own chairs and blankets that they might use for picnics or trips to
the beach and items of food to eat and/or share with others. All pupils should bring a
morning snack to school on this day and if parents are unable to attend the picnic then
their child should also bring their usual lunchbox. More details about the family picnic
will be sent out in the coming weeks.
School will close on this day at 12pm for the end of Term 1.
I look forward to celebrating Qatar National Day with you all.
Have a great weekend and I will see you next week.
Mr. Downs
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News from Early Years
Shiver me timbres! What a busy few weeks it has been in Stingray Class. The children
have been enjoying all of their learning around the story ‘Night Pirates’ by Peter Harris
and Deborah Allwright. They have had lots of opportunity to let their imaginations run
wild, and that they have certainly done! In Literacy, children have been doing some
fantastic mark-making by designing their own treasure maps, leaving messages in
bottles and writing about their pirate adventures. Some have been visiting princess
castles, deserted islands and even the jungle in pirate ships! In Mathematics the
children have enjoyed our ‘math mess’ tuff tray activities. They found lots of treasure
buried in the sand and used ten frames to help sort it all out. Children have also been
interested in ‘addition’ through practical activities. They have been using part-partwhole model to aid their understanding and have been practicing lots of calculations
within 10.
One of the highlights of these past few weeks has been the work on floating and
sinking. Stingray Class enjoyed making model boats with paper, lego, duplo and
polystyrene plates, then testing them to see if they would sink or float in the water tray.
We have loved learning the song ‘We are the pirates’ by Bounce Patrol; and it is a
pleasure to hear the children singing about their adventures throughout the day.
Additionally, the children have enjoyed accessing our outdoor space now that the
weather has cooled down. This week we have seen some fantastic painting, also
selling at the outdoor shop and reading on the inflatables.
Miss McConville. Reception Stingray

5th Dec 2019

5th Dec 2019

News from Key Stage 1
Key Stage One have been working hard this week!
Year 1 pupils, in Giraffes and Meerkats, have been comparing and measuring weight.
They used the balancing scales to compare and record the weight of classroom
objects. They used non-standardised units to measure how heavy an object weighed.
In English, Giraffes and Meerkats have continued to learn about fact files. They
created their own fact file which included a title, subtitles, a detailed picture and
interesting facts. In Science, this week, Giraffes and Meerkats have learned about the
weather across the seasons with focus on rain. They enjoyed making rain sticks using
various craft materials.
Year 1 Zebras and Elephants have been learning about positional language in
Mathematics. In English, they have written thank you letters to Sunny the Meerkat. The
Zebras and Elephants have been learning to write poems, in Science, about the
seasons. In Topic, the Zebras and Elephants have learned about the Wright brothers’
flight to the desert.
Year 2 have been learning to measure capacity and temperature, in Mathematics,
whilst in English, they have identified the features of instructional texts and have
written instructions. Year 2 have been growing their own plants in class and have
compared them, this week. They have learned about edible plants, root vegetables
and stem vegetables. During Topic, pupils have researched how ‘common people’
were treated in medieval times and have also learned about the rebellion against poll
tax.
Year 2 Lions have been working hard on their assembly. They have been practising
projecting their voices loudly and clearly. Good luck, Lions!
Miss Hennessey, Year 1 Giraffes
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News from Key Stage 2
In Year 5 this week, we have been following up the crime scene investigations.
Pupils have gathered evidence and interviewed the suspects and are now ready to
write the report. Pupils will be completing their newspaper reports next week, so
please keep a look out in the Year 4, 5 and 6 corridor for the newspaper report
display!
In Science, we have investigated soluble and insoluble materials. The pupils mixed
materials such as salt, sugar, coffee, glitter and chalk with water. We also used hot
and cold water to see if it made a difference. Year 5 were careful to ensure they
made the investigation a fair test and carefully controlled the variables in the
experiment.
Year 5 pupils received a special visitor in school this week; Marie, an expert on
sustainable development, discussed environmental issues in Qatar. The pupils
offered some fantastic ideas on how we can help keep Qatar clean and tidy.
Ms. Newsome. Year 5
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News from Key Stage 3
COn Monday, this week, a selection of KS3 pupils were rewarded for their contributions
to the KS3 Reading Bookmark Challenge. The Challenge has been running throughout
Term 1 and all KS3 pupils have been encouraged to take part. To complete the
challenge, the pupils were required to read four different books from a variety of
categories. Once read, they needed to have their bookmark signed off by Ms Smith;
and finally, they had to complete one challenge task that demonstrated a favourite
element from one of the books they had read.
There were some great contributions including a very creative re-designing of a book
blurb by Ifra, in Year 7, and a dramatic reading of an extract from a fictional book by
Tayla, in Year 8. A selection of the pupils’ work will soon be on display in the school
library. The pupils were rewarded with a ‘Cinema Afternoon’ to praise their superb
efforts towards reading this term. The winners of the challenge were in high spirits and
it was a lovely afternoon celebrating some of our greatest readers! Well done to all of
the pupils involved: we are very proud of how much you have read and how
enthusiastic you have been – we hope to see you and many more get involved with the
KS3 Reading Bookmark Challenge in Term 2.
Today KS3 had a rewards assembly; for attendance, a tutor award and a rewards trip
to Adventure Rooms was also announced for those pupils showing the best effort
across the whole of Term 1.0.
On Tuesday 10th December there will be parents’ meetings, from 1310-1500 and these
will take place in the sports hall.
Thank you for your support
KS3 Teachers
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Football
On Sunday, the RGS hosted a Year 5 and 6 friendly football fixture against Compass
Themaid School. The match was a good opportunity for some of the boys who hadn't
yet represented the School in a competitive fixture. RGS started the match very well
and scored two quick goals, but unfortunately, they lost their concentration to allow
Compass Themaid to score and make the score 2-1. RGS started to pass the ball more
accurately and work together as a team, which resulted in the team scoring another five
goals and so the RGS won 7-1! A fantastic result and performance and a very
enjoyable match to watch. Noah Crew, Nafez, Umair and Kareem were the standout
performers.
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Cross Country Running
This week at the RGS, mornings have been extremely busy as pupils have been
participating in the House Cross Country competition. Between 7:15am and 7:40am
many of our pupils have been running laps of the cross country course in order to gain
points for their House teams. Every lap completed counted as a point towards their
House, so it has been fantastic to watch all the pupils who have participated run as
many laps as they can. Several pupils have run every morning, others just once, but
every lap completed counts, so all those pupils who have run deserve recognition and it
has been great fun watching them. Pupils have thoroughly enjoyed running in the
mornings and the PE department will be organising something similar in the future. At
the time of writing (Wednesday afternoon), 2086 laps have been run this week! The
scores are very close between Valpy, Beckingham and Hamonde and the results will
be announced to the pupils next week.
Mr. Temple. PE
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Weekly Awards
Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for
pupils to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full
potential; academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years,
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who
achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in
these classes are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Sharks
Punctuality: Starfish
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Cheetahs
Punctuality: Year 2 Lions & Year 2 Tigers
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 6W
Punctuality: Year 6W
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day
and do not miss school unnecessarily.
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RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the Primary
School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils receive these
awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and becoming a member of our
RGS Super Squad! These pupils receive 25 additional House points each.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Alia
Nursery Starfish: Joelle
Reception Dolphins: Rosa
Reception Turtles: Aalya
Reception Sharks: Katie
Reception Stingrays:Haya Al-Kuwari
Year 1 Meerkats: Essa Alyafei
Year 1 Zebras: Jack Brownlee
Year 1 Elephants:Hammad
Year 2 Tigers:Yusra
Year 2 Cheetahs:Namaiyana
Year 3J: Abdullah
Year 3Q: Summer
Year 4W:Harun
Year 5K: Noah
Year 7A: Khalid
Year 8S: Fatima
Year 9P: Arwa
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Top Table

To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent
behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the week,
are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week.
Top Table is located in the School Council garden and pupils receive invitations during
Thursday morning registration. Those who are invited also receive 25 additional House points
each.
On Thursday I enjoyed eating lunch with the following pupils from Reception and Key Stage 1
:
Reception Turtles: Muneera
Reception Sharks: Katie
Reception Dolphins: Ashton
Reception Stingrays :Caelan
Year 1 Meerkats: Hamad
Year 1 Elephants: Esmee
Year 1 Zebras: Mariyam
Year 2 Tigers: Samavia
Year 2 Cheetahs:Namaiyana
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Community Events

Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
QSPORTS WINTER CAMP FOR KIDS
QSports presents Winter Camp at Dana Club Doha. A fun retreat for children: with
multi-sports and multi-skill programmes for children aged 4 to 14.
·
Location: Al Dana Club, Doha, Qatar
·
Date: 22 December 2019 - 2 January 2020
·
Time: 08:00 am - 02:00 pm
·
Ticket Purchase: At the door
Price: Per child/per week - 750QR
·
Website: http://www.qsports.qa
LIKE A MOTHER LIKE A DAUGHTER BICYCLE RIDE 2020
An activity to attract all generations to enroll in cycling and encourage the
community to enjoy their time in this activity.
·
·
·
·
·
·

Date: Tuesday 21 January 2020
Gathering and taking all information 5:00 PM
The start of the race at 6:00 PM
Location: inside Lusail International Circuit
Race distance - 5.38 km one roll inside the ring
Registration through the Link at Q-Tickets

If you know of any events planned for the future, please let the School know so we
can pass this information to our school community.
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RGS Diary Dates

9th December: Year 4 Roman Day
9th December: Year 5 and 6 Girls Netball Match
11th December: Winter Open Mic Night (2pm onwards on the outside basketball
court)
12th December: Year 1 Giraffes Class Assembly
17th December: Qatar National Day Celebration
17th December: Last day of Term 1 (School closes at 12pm)

