28th Nov 2019

THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary
1st December: Primary
Parents – ‘All Things
Sensory’ Coffee
Morning – with visit
from the Sensory Souk
(8am – 9am in the
atrium
1st December: Year 5
and 6 Boys Football
Match

4th December: Parents’
Monthly Coffee Morning
(7.15am – 9am in the
atrium)

Providing Opportunity
At the RGS we aim to provide a truly holistic and well-rounded
education. I firmly believe that strong academic outcomes are in
part a result of personal development and that a holistic
education fosters the skills required to succeed in later life. Our
timetable is therefore designed to provide pupils with varied
and challenging experiences which nurture their talents and
develop the personal, social and emotional skills to support
learning.
Through cross-curricular activities, topic learning, theme days,
ECAs and specialist teaching, pupils benefit from a broad range
of opportunities as we aim to prepare each individual for the
next step on their lifelong journey.
From the start of academic year 2020/21 the timings of the
school day will change in order to provide further opportunities
to all our pupils, but particularly those in Key Stage 2, 3 and 4
(Year 3 – 10). More information on these changes can be found
later in the Newsletter..
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Academic Year 2020/21

Following discussions with the Ministry of Education (MoE), certain changes
will occur regarding specific subjects for academic year 2020/21. In particular,
language lessons (Arabic/French) will increase to two hours per week for EYFS
and four hours per week for Year 1 upwards. Islamic Studies/Spanish lessons
will increase to two hours twenty minutes per week for Year 1 upwards.
Several changes to the school timings have been made to accommodate these
changes, including an increase in the length of the school day. The school
gates will open at 7am, with a staggered end of the day for pupils in Nursery,
Reception, Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2 and the Senior School. Please refer to
the letter sent to all parents this morning or contact the school office.

Year 3Q Class Assembly

Well done to Year 3Q who performed an outstanding assembly for pupils,
parents and staff on Thursday. This term they have been learning about
Ancient Egypt which has proved to be a highly engaging and enjoyable topic for
the pupils.
The audience really were blown away by the quality of the assembly as the
pupils performed songs and dances, as well as providing lots of interesting
facts. The confidence of the pupils to perform on stage was wonderful to see
and there were some brilliant acting skills on display!
A huge thank you to the pupils for sharing their learning with us and to the
teaching staff for their hard work since the start of the academic year.
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Qatar National Day Celebration
As you will probably be aware, Wednesday 18th December is Qatar National Day.
On Tuesday 17th December we will be holding a whole school event to celebrate
this important day, and we would be delighted if parents could join us.
We ask that pupils come to school on this day wearing either traditional Qatari dress
or items of clothing that represent Qatar, such as a T-shirt with the Qatar flag on it.
Staff members will be dressed up as well, and we invite parents to do the same if
they wish to.
Parents are welcome to attend our whole school assembly which will take place
from 8am – 8.45am. For the rest of the morning, pupils will take part in a series of
activities with their teachers aimed at increasing their understanding of the country
we live in, its customs and traditions. Parents are welcome to return to school for
our family picnic which will take place from 10.45am – 12pm outside in the school
grounds. Parents are asked to bring their own chairs and blankets that they might
use for picnics or trips to the beach and items of food to eat and/or share with
others. All pupils should bring a morning snack to school on this day and if parents
are unable to attend the picnic then their child should also bring their usual
lunchbox. More details about the family picnic will be sent out in the coming weeks.
School will close on this day at 12pm for the end of Term 1.
I look forward to celebrating Qatar National Day with you all.
Have a great weekend and I will see you next week.
Mr. Downs
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News from Early Years
Reception Dolphins have had so much fun learning this week. On Sunday, Dolphins
class had an intruder! He left behind gigantic footprints on enormous leaves; the pupils
have a suspicion that it might have been the Giant from ‘Jack and The Beanstalk’!
Following their discovery, the children in Reception Dolphins tried out their new writing
area and created ‘Wanted’ posters to help catch the imposter. The children drew some
impressive pictures accompanied by labels, along with some imaginative explanations
of how he goes into the classroom.
Dolphins class have also been focusing on ordering numbers. They had so much fun
putting on numbered aprons and moving one another into the correct order. They have
now started labelling items in their own shop and ordering them accordingly!
Miss Moore. Reception Dolphins
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News from Key Stage 1
Key Stage One have had lots of fun this week!
Year 1 pupils in Giraffes and Meerkats have been exploring 3D shapes this week in
Maths. They can name, identify and describe some of the properties of common 3D
shapes and they have played lots of fun games with the shapes. In English, Giraffes
and Meerkats have been learning about fact files. They have found out lots of
interesting facts about the habitat, appearance and diet of meerkats and they can
identify the features of a fact file. In Science this week, Giraffes and Meerkats have
written their own weather report using the observations collected last week.
Year 1 Zebras and Giraffes have been learning to double numbers in Maths while in
English, they have been writing postcards to Sunny, the main character in the story
‘Meerkat Mail’. In Science, Zebras and Giraffes have made their own weather sock to
measure the wind and they learnt how camels have adapted to the desert.
Year 2 pupils have had a great week writing their own stories in English based on ‘The
Little Red Hen’. They have changed the characters and setting and used lots of
descriptive vocabulary. In Maths, Year 2 have been learning about measurement, with
centimetres and metres and also about weight, with grams and kilograms. They even
made their own cookies to practise their weighing skills. In Science, Year 2 have also
learnt about the life cycle of a plant.
Miss Leith, Year 1 Meerkats.
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News from Key Stage 2
Year 3 have had another very busy and successful week.
The pupils have been learning all about the features used in instructional writing. They
have shown how much they have remembered about non-fiction texts, from when they
wrote their non-chronological reports about the ancient Egyptians. Some of the pupils
have followed a set of instructions to create their own ancient Egyptian meal using our
previous research about typical ancient Egyptian food. The children identified the
imperative verbs along with other features of instructional writing and discussed the
importance of these.
The pupils have also enjoyed sharing their learning log projects with each other this
week. They discussed the materials that they chose, and the reasons why, using
technical, scientific terms such as; shadow, opaque, transparent and light source. The
pupils also explored the relationship between the distance of the object from the light
source and the size of the shadow. In Science lessons, pupils used mirrors to explore
reflections. The pupils carried out a number of tasks and challenges to investigate how
reflections are made. Some of the tasks included; a mirror maze and writing mirror
messages.
Finally, huge congratulations to 3Q who performed their class assembly this morning.
The pupils were confident speakers, using clear voices that projected throughout the
atrium. Fantastic job 3Q!
Miss Nixon, Year 3N
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News from Key Stage 3
This week senior pupils are continuing the Mangahigh Challenge and are
competing as one of 89 schools participating in the COBIS Maths Small Schools
Challenge. Well done to the pupils who are taking part. Miss. Abbas has continued
to update the team on the pupils’ progress and we look forward to the weekly
updates to see how RGS is getting on!
In the coming week, pupils will be given their end-of-term reports by the tutors, on
5th December. Following this, there will be a sign-up sheet given to parents to
attend and meet with subject teachers, if parents would like to book an
appointment for the 10th December. Further details will be sent home ahead of
time.
Thank you for your support
KS3 Teachers

Football
On Sunday this week, Year 5 and Year 6 boys took part in their first QPPSSA
football tournament at Dukhan. The Year 6 team had a difficult first game against
AKIS school. The RGS team showed great resilience and perseverance playing
against a very strong team. Abdulrahman and Sultan played brilliantly this game
showing great passing skills. Unfortunately, we lost the game 1-0.
RGS’s Year 5 team played fantastically during their first match and put in their best
performance of the tournament. Beating Compass NK 2-1 this was a tightly
contested game, but resulted in RGS scoring a late goal from Umair to secure the
win.
Throughout the competition, the boys played in tightly contested games against,
ACS, Dukhan, Qatar Finland School and Doha College. Unfortunately, the boys did
not qualify for the semi-finals, however, this competition was an excellent
experience for all the pupils. Gaining some very valuable game experience which
we can use to improve for next year’s competition.
RGS saw a great effort by all our boys who thoroughly enjoyed the tournament.
Mr McCullagh, PE
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QPPSSA Girls
Congratulations to the Year 3 and Year 4 girls chosen to represent the RGS at the
QPPSSA girls football competition this week. The girls travelled to International School
London Qatar (ISLQ), and displayed fantastic teamwork and resilience to not concede
a goal in two matches: they even won their first match 2-0 with Carmen scoring both
goals! The girls have worked very hard each week during ECAs to develop as a team.
Well done to all involved.
Miss Pearson. PE
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Weekly Awards
Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for
pupils to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full
potential; academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years,
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who
achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in
these classes are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Dolphins
Punctuality: Starfish & Dolphins
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Cheetahs
Punctuality: Year 2 Lions & Year 2 Tigers
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 5N
Punctuality: Year 3N
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day
and do not miss school unnecessarily.
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RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the Primary
School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils receive these
awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and becoming a member of our
RGS Super Squad! These pupils receive 25 additional House points each.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Fatima
Nursery Starfish: Fatima
Reception Dolphins: Abdul Wali
Reception Turtles: Abrish
Reception Sharks: Jonah
Reception Stingrays:Eilidh
Year 1 Meerkats: Jumana
Year 1 Giraffes: Aws
Year 1 Zebras: Yusuf Syed
Year 1 Elephants:Ibrahim Qureshi
Year 2 Lions: Toleen
Year 2 Tigers:Khamza
Year 2 Cheetahs:Yousef
Year 3J: Oliver
Year 3Q: Ceylin
Year 4H:Mohamed A
Year 4W:Areesha
Year 5K: Ali A
Year 6J: Maryam
Year 7A: Moza Alsuwaidi
Year 8S: Umar
Year 9P: Ahmed
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Top Table

To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent
behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the week,
are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week.
Top Table is located in the School Council garden and pupils receive invitations during
Thursday morning registration. Those who are invited also receive 25 additional House points
each.
On Thursday I enjoyed eating lunch with the following pupils from Reception and Key Stage 1:
Reception Turtles: Muneera
Reception Stingrays: Maya
Year 4W : Ghanim
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Community Events
Glass Painting Workshop
Location: Music & Arts Atelier, Doha, Qatar
Date: 1 December 2019 - 3 December 2019
Time: 06:00 pm - 07:00 pm
Price: Including materials - 200QR
Email: registration@atelierqatar.com
Website: http://www.atelierqatar.com

Qatar National Day Activities at Darb Al Saai
Location: Darb Al Saai
Date: 12 December 2019 - 20 December 2019
Time: 02:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Ticket Purchase: No tickets needed - General entry - Free!
Website: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Darb-Al-Saai/138822952838986
Christmas Santa Cruise
Location: Dhow Harbour, Doha, Qatar
Date: 24 December 2019
Time: 06:00 pm - 09:00 pm
Ticket Purchase: Online
Price: Adult - 170QR Child - 100QR - Children below 3 years old – free of charge!
Email: info@365adventures.me
Website: http://www.365adventures.me
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RGS Diary Dates

1st December: Primary Parents – ‘All Things Sensory’ Coffee Morning – with visit
from the Sensory Souk (8am – 9am in the atrium)
1st December: Year 5 and 6 Boys Football Match
4th December: Parents’ Monthly Coffee Morning (7.15am – 9am in the atrium)
4th December: Year 5 and 6 Girls Netball Match
5th December: Year 2 Lions Class Assembly
5th December: Valpy Charity Day
5th December: Key Stage 2 Cross Country Meet
9th December: Year 4 Roman Day
9th December: Year 5 and 6 Girls Netball Match
11th December: Winter Open Mic Night (2pm onwards in the canteen)
12th December: Year 1 Giraffes Class Assembly
17th December: Qatar National Day Celebration
17th December: Last day of Term 1 (School closes at 12pm)

