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THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary
Sunday 8th September:
ECAs commence
Monday 9th and
Tuesday 10th
September:
Council of
International Schools
(CIS) Visit
18th September: Key
Stage 3 Nepal
Residential
Presentation for
parents (1.15pm –
1.45pm in the KS3
Geography classroom)

RGS Primary School Council
At the RGS we believe it is our role to support pupils to develop
personally and socially, as well as academically. To support this,
we provide opportunities for pupils to take on leadership positions
which require them to speak to an audience, develop their
communication skills, and collaborate with their peers.
Pupils in Year 6 have been busily writing application letters for the
roles of House Captains and Head Boy and Head Girl, and these
positions will be announced in the coming weeks, however, this
week our Primary School Council for 2019/20 was elected.
Since the start of the school year, pupils have nominated
themselves for a position on the Primary School Council. This
week pupils each gave a speech to their class before classmates
voted for their representative. I was fortunate to be in Year 5K for
their election and was incredibly impressed by the quality of
presentations and the confidence of the pupils who had nominated
themselves. From speaking to other teachers I know the standard
across the whole school was very high and it was certainly difficult
to select the winning candidate.
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All nominees should be congratulated for their efforts and I am sure that they would
all have made excellent Primary School Council members.
The appointed members for academic year 2019/20 are:
Year 1 Meerkats: Jumana
Year 1 Giraffes: Zyna
Year 1 Zebras: Syrine
Year 1 Elephants: Mohammed
Year 2 Lions: Emma
Year 2 Tigers: Ssanyu
Year 2 Cheetahs: Isabelle
Year 3J: Saif
Year 3Q: Summer
Year 3N: Jemima
Year 4H: Majd
Year 4W: Rahma
Year 5K: Abdurahman
Year 5N: Arnav
Year 6W: Yousif
Year 6J: Afrani
Mr Walsh, Pupil Welfare Coordinator, and I look forward to working with the Primary
School Council over the coming year.
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Welcome Coffee Morning
It was great to see so many parents at the coffee morning earlier this week and I am
looking forward to working with our school community throughout the year ahead.
Many parents have already put their name forward to be a ‘Class Rep’ and I would like
to thank these parents for doing so. If you are still interested in taking on this role for
academic year 2019/20 please contact the Parents’ Association.
parentsassociation@rgsgq.com

Coffee Mornings will continue throughout the year and take place on the first
Wednesday of each month during term time. The next coffee morning will be on
Wednesday 2nd October in the main school atrium from 7.15am onwards. Please come
along as it is a great opportunity to meet other parents and speak to members of staff
informally.
Have a great weekend and I will see you next week.
Mr. Downs
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News from Early Years
What a super start Early Years children have had to the new school year! Popping into
the Nursery and Reception classes, it has been fantastic to see the children so engaged
with their activities. The teaching teams have been taking time to get to know the
children and finding out about their interests to inform future planning. One way that the
children can show us their interests is through our Helicopter Stories sessions, which are
proving a firm favourite once again this year! We have adapted the Storytelling and
Story Acting curriculum of Vivian Gussin Paley and incorporate this into our weekly
schedule.
Children who were with us last year have fallen straight back into the routine and have
been keen to share this experience with their friends. During Helicopter Stories
sessions, the children are given the opportunity to verbally share stories. Their stories
are scribed verbatim by the teacher before the children are given the opportunity to act
these out using their bodies to create different characters, objects and scenes. Children
who opt not to join in with the storytelling or acting out, are able to enjoy listening to the
stories of others and are given the opportunity to tell their stories to the teacher one-toone.
This week, we have heard stories about princesses, spiders, cars with fast engines,
ninjas and sharks and friendly fish, to name just a few. These beautiful stories give us a
real insight into the children’s imaginations and are a fantastic opportunity for speaking
and listening. As the stories are scribed, teachers are able to monitor progression in the
children’s communication skills and their understanding of how stories are structured,
throughout the year.
Miss Matthews
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News from Key Stage 1
What a fantastic, busy, first few weeks we have had in Key Stage One! For the first
week, all classes in Key Stage One focused on getting to know each other and their new
class mates. This linked nicely with Year 1’s first topic, ‘Me, Myself and Eye’. The
children in Year 1 have been super busy this past week. Whilst busy in their classrooms,
they have also been getting used to their new routines throughout the school day.
The Year 2 classes have also been super busy during the first few weeks. They have
started their first topic of ‘The World Around Me’. They have been learning about the
seven continents and the five oceans and have even kick-started off their first science
topic of ‘Living Things and Their Habitats’.
In addition, this week has also seen all classes taking votes for their individual school
council reps. Pupils took the opportunity to write a letter to their class friends to explain
why they should be the school council for their class. The pupils did an amazing job
speaking out in front of their class and should be very proud of their efforts. The votes
will be in soon to find out the outcomes!
Miss Keay
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News from Key Stage 2
It has been an incredibly busy week in Key Stage 2! The children have now settled in
well to their new timetables and have immersed themselves in their new year groups.
Throughout the week pupils across Key Stage 2 applied for the school council and each
class’ representative will be announced next week.
Lower Key Stage 2
Year 3 have been gaining a deeper understanding of plants and their functions by
looking at the vital conditions plants and flowers can survive in around the world.
Building on their internet safety understanding, Year 3 have focused on the validity of
facts and safe internet sites, whilst searching for information to support their studies.
Year 4 have been showcasing what they already know about electricity and had class
discussions about what they would like to find out next. They have also begun their
class study on the Wild West. Aspiring to achieve a pen licence, Year 4 have also been
perfecting their cursive handwriting and completed impressive portraits.
Upper Key Stage 2
Christophe’s story has provided Year 5 pupils a unique opportunity to appreciate the
environment we live in and learn about the challenges many people face around the
world. Developing their inference and enjoying the challenging questioning Year 5 pupils
have impressed Mr Kuzbyt and Miss Newsome with their studious efforts. Performing
role plays and freeze frames, the children also showcased a strong creative flair and
focused on the weekly learning value of teamwork.
Year 6 pupils have been designing their own globe models as they prepare to make
present documentaries for the topic of ‘Lights Camera and Action’. In class, they have
also discussed some of the criterion and expectations for candidates applying for the
Head boy and Head girl position within Key Stage 2.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mr Quigley
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News from Key Stage 3
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the start of another exciting year at the RGSGQ. It has been a positive start
to the term and year, with our new students learning the expectations as life as a Senior
and settling in well.
This year we have two new members of staff, Miss. Abbas for Maths and Mrs. Smith for
English, who are Year 7 and Year 8 tutors respectively. They will be in contact as part of
their role as a tutor.
This year we have two residential trips that we will be offering. The first is a ski trip to
Georgia and the second is a trip to Nepal.
Lastly, I would like to inform parents that Seniors will not be having involvement with the
Primary theme weeks during the year. The reason for this is that Seniors are shifting
their academic focus towards iGCSEs in a few years’ time, and, as such, our teaching
and learning time is valuable. Our intention is to support the students to achieve the best
results possible. We are still offering trips throughout the year as part of an enriched
curriculum, as we do believe that extra-curricular trips and activities provide a
well-rounded education.
I wish the Seniors good luck this year, it will be a pleasure to watch them progress and
develop as we go.
Please contact either the form tutor or myself should you have any questions.
Kind regards,
Mr. Phillips
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Weekly Awards
RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the
Primary School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils
receive these awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and
becoming a member of our RGS Super Squad! These pupils each receive 25
additional House points each.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Fouz
Nursery Starfish: Fatima
Reception Dolphins: Rosa
Reception Turtles: Sayaam
Reception Sharks: Sean
Reception Stingrays: Meshaal
Year 1 Meerkats: Antonie
Year 1 Giraffes: Aayah
Year 1 Zebras: Noah
Year 1 Elephants: Mariam
Year 2 Lions: Ali
Year 2 Tigers: Maryam
Year 2 Cheetahs: Fadhel
Year 3J: Lolwa
Year 3N: Ali
Year 3Q: Wrd
Year 4H: Aimee
Year 4W: Ahmed
Year 5K: Sanad
Year 5N: Nafez
Year 6W: Farris
Year 6J: Fatima
Year 7A: Saif
Year 8S: Khalid
Year 9P: Ahmed
Music: Majd - Year 4H
PE: Ameera - Year 2 Cheetahs
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Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils
to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential;
academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years, Key
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who achieve
the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in these classes
are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Nursery Seahorse's
Punctuality: Nursery Seahorse's, Reception Dolphins, Reception Stingrays
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Tigers
Punctuality: Year 1 Meerkats
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 4H
Punctuality: Year 3Q, Year 5N
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and
do not miss school unnecessarily.
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Community Events
Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
LEGO Festival at Doha Festival City: 28th August - 17th September 2019 at Doha
Festival City.
Qatar v. Afghanistan: today in a FIFA World Cup and Asian Cup qualifying matches to
be held in Doha. (Where: Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium (Al Sadd stadium September 5
(7:30pm onwards)
Katara International Hunting and Falcons Exhibition 2019: Ongoing till September 7
(9am – 10pm); Friday (3pm - 11pm)
A new art exhibition titled ‘Dan Danah’: by artist Muna Al Badar will be displayed at
Art29. Where: W Doha Hotel When: September 7 (7pm - 8pm)
If you know of any events planned for the future, please let the School know so we can
pass this information to our school community.

RGS Diary Dates
Sunday 8th September: ECAs commence.
Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th September: Council of International Schools (CIS) Visit.
18th September: Key Stage 3 Nepal Residential Presentation for parents (1.15pm –
1.45pm in the KS3 Geography classroom).
2nd October: Parents’ Coffee Morning (7.15am onwards in the main atrium)
3rd October: Year 6W Class Assembly (7.55am - 8.30am in the main atrium).
10th October: Year 5K Class Assembly (7.55am - 8.30am in the main atrium).
17th October: International Day.
20th - 24th October: Half Term (School Closed).

