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The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary

20th – 24th January:
Science and
Technology Week

31st January: Year 2
Tigers Class
Assembly

Valpy Charity Day
This year we have introduced a series of ‘House Charity Days’
which are being planned and led by our Senior School House
Captains.
On Thursday Zofia (Year 8 Valpy House Captain), organised Valpy
Charity Day to collect unwanted clothes for those less fortunate in
Qatar. Pupils came to school with bags of clothes which were then
counted up to find out which House had brought the most and also
how much we had collected as a school.
The House which brought in the most clothes was Austen. They
received an impressive 250 points to add to their current total!

30th January: Early
Years Production of
Little Red Riding Hood

Thank you everyone for your support and a huge well done to Zofia
for organising this event.
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RGS Sports Stars!
In the lead up to Health Week which starts on Sunday 3rd February, it has been great
to hear that many of our RGS pupils have been participating in sports outside of
school. A huge well done to Mazen (Year 2) and Khaled (Year 5) who claimed 1st
and 3rd place respectively at the recent Qatar Taekwondo Finals.
Noah M and Bilal (Year 4) are competing over the weekend in athletics and Mr Mc
Cullagh is looking forward to the 1st February when four teams of pupils will take part
in the latest Triathlon event in the Doha series. Then the following weekend Mr. Mc
Cullagh himself will be lining up as defending champion in the Doha Triathlon! Good
Luck to everyone and above all, enjoy it!
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Teacher Recruitment
Over the past few months we have been planning for academic year 2019/20. One
important aspect of this is to interview and recruit new staff members to our dedicated
and hardworking teaching team. We are currently interviewing teachers who are
already in Doha, but who wish to join the RGS from their current school. Towards the
end of next week, I will be out of school as I travel to RGS Guildford UK to continue
this recruitment process.
Due to continued expansion across the School there will be a number of new
teachers appointed. From next academic year Nursery, Reception, Year 1, Year 2
and Year 3 will move to three form entry (three classes per year group) and Year 4,
Year 5 and Year 6 to two form entry. We will also grow our Senior School through to
Year 9 as well as expand our French, PE and Arabic departments to two, four and six
staff members respectively. I am also pleased to announce that from the start of next
academic year pupils from Year 1 to Year 9 who do not take Islamic Studies, will
have the opportunity to learn Spanish. Once all appointments have been made I will
inform our school community.
Unfortunately, we will say goodbye to three teachers in June who have been
wonderful teachers, colleagues, and above all friends during their time at the RGS. At
the end of the current academic year Miss Wheeler, Mr Trace and Mrs Mousa will be
leaving Qatar to relocate overseas. I am sure everyone will join me in thanking them
for their hard work and dedication since starting at our school. They have been
valuable members of our team, helping the School to grow and playing a major role in
our success. Although it is always unfortunate when we have to say goodbye to staff
members, I am delighted that once again our turnover of staff is incredibly low when
compared to other schools, and that all three teachers are leaving the RGS to move
overseas, rather than to other schools within Qatar. I believe this shows that teachers
are happy to be part of our RGS community as we seek to develop, grow and
improve as a school.
If you have any questions about staffing for the next school year, please contact me.
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Spring Fair
Don’t forget that our Spring Fair will be held on Saturday 2nd February 2019.
This event is being organised by the Parents’ Association with support from the RGS,
and it is sure to be one of the highlights of the academic year. The Spring Fair will
provide an opportunity for our school community to gather together with the wider Doha
community and enjoy a fun filled day of activities.
There will be musical performances by RGS pupils, games, stalls, tasty food and lots of
prizes to be won. It is sure to be a great day so please put the date in your diary!
If you have any questions, please contact your parent class rep’, a member of the
Parents’ Association, or contact the school office.
Have a great weekend.
Mr. Downs

Top Table
To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent
behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the
week, are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week. These pupils
also receive 25 additional House points each.
On Thursday I enjoyed eating snack with the following pupils from Reception, Key
Stage 1 and 2:
Reception Turtles: Maisie
Reception Sharks: Dexter
Reception Dolphins: Moza
Year 1 Meerkats: Omar
Year 1 Giraffes: Ameera
Year 2 Lions: Aisha
Year 2 Tigers: Resal
Year 3M: Shamsa
Year 4H: Zein
Year 5K: Abdulrahman
Year 6W:
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Promoting Writing
Star Writers Get Published! It has been an exciting week at RGSGQ as we saw the
first of our children’s work get published online! On Monday, children from Year 5 and
6 worked with Simon from Pobble: an online platform that allows staff and children to
safely share their work online. The children looked at why it is good to have your
work published (and were very excited!) and left positive feedback on other children’s
work from all around the world, giving them ideas on how to improve and even taken
some ideas that they could use in their own writing. The motivation from the children
to go back and write, showed what a wonderful experience they had and we are
looking forward to rolling this out across the School for all students.
If you wish your child’s work to be published at some point this year, please follow the
instructions in the email sent out on Monday. If you have not received the email,
please contact me directly.
In the meantime, why not check out Banna’s (Y6) and Ramin’s (Y5) work on the
Pobble site. Just follow the link https://app.pobble.com/schools/29585
Mr. Trace
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Health Week
The week beginning 4th February is Health Week at the RGS. Health Week takes
place in order to help pupils understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle and to
participate in a range of sporting activities.
The first day of Health Week will be Soccer Sunday! Pupils will take part in a range of
activities to do with soccer and there will be a representative from a professional club
in Qatar visiting the School! Movement Monday will be a very active day for pupils
who will be asked to bring their bicycles to school. Tasty Tuesday will be a real
highlight as pupils will get to make smoothies and sample a range of fresh fruit.
Wellness Wednesday will involve activities to do with the mind and body, so pupils
will take part in activities such as yoga and learn how to take care of their bodies.
The week will finish off with one of the best days in the school’s calendar; Sports Day!
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Sports Day will be on Wednesday 6th February and
Year 3 to Year 8 Sports Day will be on Thursday 7th February. More details about
Health Week and Sports Day will be sent to parents in a letter next week.
Mr. Temple
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Weekly Awards
RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the
Primary School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils
receive these awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and becoming
a member of our RGS Super Squad! These pupils each receive 25 additional House
points.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Meshaal
Nursery Starfish: Sarah
Reception Dolphins: Luisa
Reception Turtles: Zahra
Reception Sharks: Hissa
Year 1 Meerkats: Genevieve
Year 1 Giraffes: Yousif
Year 2 Lions: Yahya
Year 2 Tigers: Meyran
Year 3M: Rahma
Year 4H: Khalifa
Year 5K: Fatma
Year 6W: Khaled Aabed
Year 7T: Janeen, Hadi Hafez
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Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils
to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential;
academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years, Key
Stage One and Key Stage Two who achieve the highest weekly attendance, and who
achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in these
classes are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Nursery Seashore
Punctuality: Nursery Seashore
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Tigers
Punctuality: Year 1 Giraffes
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 3 M
Punctuality: Year 3 M and Year 5 K
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and
do not miss school unnecessarily.
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Community Events
Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
Syria Matters Exhibition: 18th November – 30th April at the Museum of Islamic Art
Colour Run: 26th January at the National Convention Centre
Peter and the Wolf Family Concert: 1st February at Katara Drama Theatre
Doha Triathlon: 8th February at the Museum if Islamic Art

If you know of any events planned for the future, please let us know so we can pass this
information to our school community.

RGS Diary Dates
20th – 24th January: Science and Technology Week
31st January: Year 2 Tigers Class Assembly
30th January: Early Years Production of Little Red Riding Hood
31st January: Hamonde Charity Day
2nd February: Spring Fair
6th February: Parents’ Monthly Coffee Morning
3rd -7th February: Health Week
6th February: Early Years and Key Stage 1 Sports Day
7th February: Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 Sports Day
7th February: Last day of Term 2.1

