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The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

RGS
Dates For Your
Diary

9th September: ECA’s
commence

4th October: Year 6W
Class Assembly

Excitement at the RGS!
Welcome to the RGS Weekly Newsletter which provides our
community with a summary of the events and activities that have
taken place at the RGS over the past week. It also provides
important information for parents and a list of upcoming ‘Diary
Dates.’
Parents will also notice a ‘Community Events’ section which
highlights events coming up in Doha which might be of interest to
our community. If you know of any events on the horizon, please
contact the school office or share it with me (head@rgsgq.com)
so that I can then add it to the newsletter for the benefit of our
whole community.

This week lots of very excited pupils (and teachers!) began a new
academic year at the RGS. For our youngest pupils in Nursery it
was their first time in school, but everyone quickly settled into their
11th October: Year 5K new classrooms and throughout the week lots of great activities
Class Assembly
have taken place across the School. It was wonderful to have the
School full of pupils and to see them grow in confidence throughout
the first week as they adjusted to the School learning environment.
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There was a real buzz in the classrooms and shared areas as pupils were introduced to
their new topics and started their specialist learning. It is going to be a great year at the
RGS!
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COBIS
At the end of last academic year, the RGS had a Compliance inspection visit from the
Council of British International Schools (COBIS). COBIS are the largest educational
association for international British schools overseas and their inspections are based
upon high standards, rigorous scrutiny and the best British and international practice.
COBIS were very impressed with all that has been achieved at the school and
particularly praised the pastoral care of pupils and the friendly, warm and welcoming
atmosphere. We are delighted to have achieved this mark of high quality assurance
which is only open to the best British schools overseas. To have achieved such
recognition so soon after opening the school is testament to the hard work and
dedication of our school community, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for their continued support in the best interests of the children who attend the
RGS.
For members of our community who were with us last year, they will know that ensuring
pupils are happy is our number one priority. To achieve this, it requires everyone
associated with the school to work together. I believe that teamwork, which is one of our
RGS Values, is essential to create a successful school and everyone, no matter what
their role, should be valued and respected. Therefore, I was very proud to read the
following in the report, and wished to share it with you all.
“The welcoming, friendly, keen, and young teachers are appreciated by the parent body.
They want the school to succeed and are benefiting from opportunities to play a part in
developing this new school. Support staff members are also fully engaged and represent
the school well – from guards to front desk, from IT admin to marketing. There is a
genuine feeling of teamwork (one of the RGS Values) that gives the school its deserved
level of confidence.”
I look forward to another successful year.
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House News
The House system is at the very heart of school life at the RGS and the pupils derive
great pride and enjoyment from their sense of identity through their involvement with
their House. Each pupil is assigned to one of the six Houses on entry to the School
and each House has its own distinctive character and colour and is led by members of
the teaching staff, who are also allocated a House to support.
There are six Houses in the School: Beckingham (red), Austen (yellow), Nettles
(green), Powell (purple), Valpy (orange) and Hamonde (blue) – named after six
prominent men who have played a significant role in the history of RGS Guildford and
have been important benefactors.
Today we held our first House assembly of the academic year. Mr Walsh, Pupil
Welfare Coordinator, led the assembly which saw pupils in each House working
together to complete a series of activities. It was a great way to introduce the House
system to our pupils and I look forward to many more events taking place throughout
the year. Don’t forget that Thursday is House T-Shirt Day at the RGS. On Thursday
pupils in the Primary School should come to school wearing their House T-shirt.
I have received a number of letters from Senior School and Year 5 and 6 pupils who
would like to be House Captains and Vice-Captains this year. Next week we will be
holding House elections and will announce our House Captains for 2018/19 in our
Achievement Assembly on Thursday.
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Teamwork
Last week in assembly I introduced pupils to the RGS Values which are the principles
that guide our behaviour. The first RGS Value we focused on was Teamwork and
throughout this week pupils have been discussing this in their PSHE lessons with
their teachers.
A number of teachers contacted me throughout the week to highlight pupils who had
displayed outstanding teamwork this week and I wish to share the names of these
pupils with you:
Emma (Year 1 Meerkats)
Isabelle (Year 1 Giraffes)
Nadeen (Year 6W)
Mr White and Mr Walsh also contacted me to express their delight at how Year 6W
and Year 2 Tigers had worked together in their respective classrooms.
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World Triathlon Championships
Next week Mr McCullagh will be out of school as he travels to the Gold Coast in
Australia for the World Triathlon Championships. Mr McCullagh has been selected
to coach and manage the Qatar National Team who will be competing in these
championships for the first time.
Mr McCullagh was the Doha Triathlon Winner in 2018, and will be using his race
experience to help guide the Qatari athletes as they take part in the sprint and
Olympic distance races. I am sure our whole community will join me in wishing Mr
McCullagh and the Qatari athletes the best of luck.
Please note that all lessons taught by Mr. McCullagh will be covered by other PE
staff.

RGS Car Stickers and Book Marks
A number of parents have spoken to me this week regarding RGS Car stickers.
Parents who would like an RGS Car Sticker can collect one from the Reception desk
at the front of school. These are free of charge and to be worn with pride.
Pupils should have received an RGS Bookmark this week alongside their
independent reading book or library book. If your child has not yet received their
bookmark yet, please contact the school office.
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Private Music Tuition
Miss Martindale and Mr Woodhouse, our specialist Music teachers, will be offering
weekly private instrument tuition to Key Stage 2 and 3 pupils. Lessons will commence
from 16th September and will run until 25th October, resuming after the half term
break in November.
The cost will be QR130 per 30 minute lesson and pupils will be required to sign up for
the full half- term period (6 weeks) at a total cost of QR780, payable in advance.
Please note that if your child is scheduled to have tuition on Thursdays, they will only
receive 5 lessons this half term at a cost of QR650. T
Tuition is available in the following instruments:
Guitar (six stringed instrument)
Bass Guitar (a slightly larger guitar with 4 strings and a larger sound)
Trumpet
Violin
Piano
If you have any questions, please contact Miss Martindale, Head of Music at
g.martindale@rgsgq.com.
Have a great weekend and I will see you next week.
Mr. Downs
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Weekly Awards
RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the
Primary School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils
receive these awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and
becoming a member of our RGS Super Squad! These pupils each receive 25
additional House points each.
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Haya
Nursery Starfish: Michelle
Reception Dolphins: Mariam
Reception Turtles: Adam
Reception Sharks:Ali
Year 1 Meerkats: Fatimah
Year 1 Giraffes: Asiriana
Year 2 Lions: Aadam
Year 2 Tigers:Hasnain
Year 3M:Freddie
Year 4H:Kareem K
Year 5K:Aaron
Year 6W: Zeinab
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Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils to
ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential; academically,
socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years, Key Stage
1 .and Key Stage 2 who achieve the highest weekly attendance and who achieve the highest
percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in these classes are also rewarded
with an additional 2 House points each.
The winners this week can be seen below:
Early Years
Attendance: Reception Sharks
Punctuality: Reception Turtles
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 1 Giraffes and Year 1 Meerkats
Punctuality: Year 2 Lions
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 6W
Punctuality: Year 3M and Year 5K
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and do not
miss school unnecessarily.
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Top Table
To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate
excellent behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time
throughout the week are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the
week. These pupils also receive 25 additional House points each.
On Thursday I enjoyed eating snack with the following pupils from Key Stage 1 and
2:
Year 1 Meerkats: Emma
Year 1 Giraffes: Isabelle
Year 2 Lions: Lamar
Year 2 Tigers: Essa
Year 3M: Rayyan
Year 4H: Haya
Year 5K: Afrani
Year 6W: Turki
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Parents’ Association Update
The RGS Parents’ Association (PA) is a fantastic means to become actively involved in
the life of the school. As outlined in the RGS Handbook, one of the aims of the PA is to
create, foster and nurture an active and dedicated school community.
The Executive Committee of the PA for the Academic Year 2018/ 2019 are:
Chair: Mr Ali Mohammed (Dad of Meeran, Year 2)
ViceChair: Dr Dahlia Hassan (Mum of Reem, Year 2)
Treasurer: Mrs Esra Chak (Mum of Faris, Year 2)
Grants and Sponsorship Officer: Mrs Rita Abi Hayla (Mum of Karl, Year 4 and Andrew,
Year 2)
Parent Liaison Officer: Ms Mahdiyya Khan (Mum of Basheera, Year 2 and Aayah,
Reception)
As the new school year is upon us, we look forward to meeting existing parents and
welcoming new parents to the RGS. Over the next few weeks we will send out details of
PA meetings and events, so please look out for those emails.
In the meantime, each year we ask parents to volunteer to be a Class Parent
Representative. The role of the 'Class Rep' is to encourage closer links between home
and school. Class Reps typically support communication between the class teacher and
parents and are key in providing feedback and updates between parents and the PA.
Having Class Reps is also great way to organise and plan social events for your child's
or childrens' particular class.
If you are interested in being a Class Rep for this year, please send your name, child’s
name and the class your child is in, to parentsassociation@rgsgq.com.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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Community Events
Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
FIBA Basketball World Cup 2019: Qatar v Australia Qualifiers: 13th September
at Al Gharafah, Ad Dawḩah.
Acrobat Tech Show: 6th – 16th September at the Mall of Qatar
FINA Swimming World Cup: 13th – 15th September at Hamad Aquatic Centre
Chamber Music at Museum Of Islamic Art: Concert # 1 - Con Aire de Tango:
13th September at the Museum of Ismaic Art
If you know of any events planned for the future, please let the School know so we
can pass this information to our school community.

RGS Diary Dates
9th September: ECA’s commence
4th October: Year 6W Class Assembly
11th October: Year 5K Class Assembly
18th October: Year 4H Class Assembly
24th – 25th October: Educational Development Trust Visit
25th October: International Day
28th October – 1st November: Half Term

