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THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ
www.rgsgq.com

Sri Lanka Residential
RGS
Dates For Your
Diary
Sunday 25th March –
Thursday 29th March:
Parents Meetings and
Sunday 25th March:
Term 3 ECA Sign Up
starts
Tuesday 27th March:
Nursery Trip to Al Khor
Park
Thursday 29th March:
Last day of Term 2
(school closes at
12pm)

This week Year 5 and 6 pupils travelled to Sri Lanka for their
residential. They had a great week exploring the south of the
country around the town of Galle where we were fortunate to enjoy
a wide variety of fun and educational activities.
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Our first destination was a local charity which supports young children and disabled
adults. We met a group of approximately ten children who our pupils supported to
complete activities linked to the story, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears.’ Our pupils
were amazing as they threw themselves into a totally unfamiliar situation and
persevered to support the children. There are also a number of adults at the centre
who are severely disabled and who have nowhere else to go. We met one of them
which was another very humbling experience, and one that again helped our pupils
to understand the needs of others.
Later in the week we visited a local school where our pupils completed some work
based on recycling alongside the school children. We then had the opportunity to
cook some Sri Lankan food which we enjoyed for our lunch!

We also visited Galle Fort which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site dating back to 1588.
The pupils were very interested in the history and enjoyed some great views as we
walked along the walls above the sea. They also interviewed some tourists to find out
where they were from, why they had chosen to visit Sri Lanka and what they had been
doing.
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One morning the pupils completed a 12km bike ride through rice paddies and local
villages where they saw a variety of wildlife and learnt about different plants in the local
area. They even enjoyed fresh coconuts from the tree which were cut open in front of
them. This was an incredible experience for the pupils and something they had never
done before. Alongside the bike ride, many of the pupils will probably tell you that the
visits to the beach were their most enjoyable part of the trip. They loved jumping in the
big waves and attempting surfing, which was a lot more difficult than it looks! We also
visited a cinnamon factory, tea estate and saw baby turtles. It was a busy week!
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The residential was thoroughly worthwhile and Miss Kelly and I could not have been
more proud of how our pupils conducted themselves. Many people we came across
complimented us on how polite and well-mannered they were and they are a credit to
themselves, their families and the school.
I firmly believe that no amount of text books could provide the same learning
experiences that our pupils benefited from this week. I look forward to more RGS
pupils taking part in residential visits over the coming years.
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Reception Turtles Assembly
On Thursday Reception Turtles performed a fantastic class assembly based on the wellknown story, ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar.’ Although I wasn’t able to see the assembly
myself, I have been told that the pupils were amazing and showed great confidence on
stage. It really is amazing how far the pupils have progressed, both socially and
academically since the start of the school year.
Well done to the pupils and thank you to all the parents who came along to support
them. A big thank you as well to Miss McGartland and Miss Reyas for their continued
hard work.
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Family Day Update
Thank you again to everyone who came along to support Family Day last weekend. It
was a fantastic community day for our school which helped to raise money for good
causes. The event raised money which will be donated to Qatar Red Crescent, as well
as generating some funds to be spent on future Parents’ Association events aimed at
bringing our school community closer together.
Thank you to the Intercontinental Doha, Movenpick, First Travel, Spa 30, Forever Living
and Roots Hair Salon for donating wonderful prizes for the raffle and to our Pupil
Entrepreneurs who did a great job planning their own stalls and running them on the
day. Just as in the real world, the money each pupil raised was his/hers to use however
they wished. I would like to give a special mention to Mahmoud, Zein and Umair who,
without any prompting from parents or teachers, came up to me at the end of the day
and told me they wanted to donate the money to Qatar Red Crescent. Noah and Khalid
also donated their earnings to the charity ‘Love the One’ in India.
A final thank you to Janine (Noah’s Mum), Christina (Leo’s Mum) and Mahdiyya (Ayah
and Basheera’s Mum) for their exceptional hard work and all the parents who
volunteered to help on a stall throughout the day

Term 3 ECA’s
Term 3 ECA sign up starts on Sunday 25th March so please visit the school office if you
wish your child to join any of the activities on offer. We have once again listened to both
our pupils and parents and made modifications to our schedule. Please note that due to
the Holy Month of Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr, ECA’s will only run for six weeks in Term 3,
from Sunday 8th April to Thursday 17th May.
If you are unsure which ECA’s are available to your child next term, or have any
questions please speak to the school office.

Doha Golf Club Sports Camp
Doha Golf Club who will be running an ECA for us next term is hosting a Spring Sports
Camp based at their new facility at Doha Golf Club. For more information, please see
the flyer below.
Have a great weekend and I look forward to being back in school on Sunday.
Mr. Downs

22ND MARCH 2018

Community Events
Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
Qatar International Food Festival: 15th – 25th March at Hotel Park
(www.qifoodfestival.qa)
Artistic Gymnastics World Cup: 23rd March Aspire Zone
Aspire Park Lake Light Acrobatic Show: 23rd and 24th March at Aspire Park
Souq Waqif Spring Festival: Until 25th April (www.souqwaqiffestival.qa/)
If you know of any events planned for the future, please let the School know so we
can pass this information to our school community.
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Weekly Awards
RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class who
have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils receive these awards for
demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and becoming a member of our RGS
Super Squad!
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
Nursery Seahorses: Khalifa
Nursery Starfish: Kinza
Reception Dolphins: Moza
Reception Turtles: Hassan

Year 1 Meerkats: Jana
Year 1 Giraffes: Basheera
Year 2 Lions: Rashid
Year 3/4: Muhammad
Year 5/6: Khalid

Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils
to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential;
academically, socially and emotionally.
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes who achieve the
highest weekly attendance and who achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils
arriving by 7.45am. This week saw Reception Turtles and Year 5/6 share the trophy
for on time arrival, while Reception Turtles received the trophy for the highest weekly
attendance.
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and
do not miss school unnecessarily.

Top Table
To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate
excellent behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time
throughout the week are invited to eat lunch on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the
week.
On Thursday Mrs Stuart enjoyed eating lunch with Elias (Reception Dolphins),
Anmar (Reception Turtles), Reemas (Year 1 Meerkats), Andrew (Year 1 Giraffes),
Fatma (Year 2), Adam (Year 3/4) and Zaynab (Year 5/6).
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RGS Diary Dates
Thursday 22nd March: Term 2 Reports sent home
Sunday 25th March – Thursday 29th March: Parents Meetings
Sunday 25th March: Term 3 ECA Sign Up starts
Tuesday 27th March: Nursery Trip to Al Khor Park
Thursday 29th March: Last day of Term 2 (school closes at 12pm)
Sunday 8th April: First day of Term 3
Wednesday 11th April: Parents Monthly Coffee Morning and Tour of the new
2nd floor
Sunday 22nd April – Thursday 26th April: Arts Week
Thursday 10th May: Nursery Starfish Class Assembly

