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An Exciting Start to 
the New School Year

The latest news and updates from the RGSGQ 
www.rgsgq.com

This week lots of very excited pupils (and teachers!) 
began a new school year at the RGS. For our 
youngest pupils in Nursery it was their first time in 
school, but everyone quickly settled into their new 
classrooms and throughout the week lots of great 
activities took place across the School. It was 
wonderful to have the School full of pupils and to see 
them grow in confidence throughout the first week as 
they adjusted to the School learning environment. 

On Thursday in our Achievement Assembly we talked 
about new beginnings and how we were all feeling on 
our first day of school. There were some excellent 
suggestions from the pupils as they explained the 
emotions they experienced. Everyone will have been 
feeling slightly different thoughts at the start of the new 
school year but many of the pupils, and a number of 
the teachers, said they were a little bit nervous, but 
very excited!   
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Next week we have another first as we start 
swimming lessons for Year 1 to Year 6. You should 
have received a letter about this, however, if you 
have any questions please contact the school office. 

I would like to personally thank all parents for putting 
their trust in our school. I am well aware that 
selecting a school for your children can be incredibly 
difficult. I assure you that my team and I will do all 
we can to ensure your children are happy at the 
RGS and are provided opportunities to progress 
academically, socially and emotionally. If you have 
any questions, comments or concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at a.downs@rgsgq.com or 
come and speak to me in school. 

Have a great weekend and I will see you next week. 

Mr. Downs

There was a real buzz in the classrooms 
and shared areas as pupils were 
introduced to their new topics and started 
their specialist learning. Arabic and French 
both proved to be very popular, as were 
Mr McCullagh’s PE lessons. Up in the 
music room Mr. Woodhouse had his 
electric guitar out for the pupils to sing 
along to and our older pupils received their 
individual musical instrument. ECAs 
started for the first time, as did our new 
school bus service. It has been a busy 
week! 

Our Extra Curricular Programme (ECAs) started this week. ECAs provide pupils with an opportunity to 
continue their learning outside the classroom and develop new skills. This term, pupils are taking part 
in a wide variety of activities including cooking, football, arts and crafts, kickboxing, music, languages 
and mindfulness. If you would still like to sign up for ECAs please contact the school office.   

Throughout Term 1 we will be speaking to the pupils about the ECAs they would like to take part in 
during Term 2. I also welcome suggestions from parents so please contact me if you have comments, 
questions or ideas relating to our ECA schedule.   

Fun in ECA's
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Don’t forget that Thursday is House T-Shirt Day at the RGS. On Thursday pupils came to school 
wearing their House T-shirts. Next week Mr. Walsh and I will be hosting out first House Assembly 
of the year which will also see the announcement of our six House captains, one each for Austen, 
Beckingham, Hamad, Nettles, Powell and Valpy. 

House News

Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class who have excelled 
in an area of school life during the week. Pupils receive these awards for demonstrating one of the 
RGS Learning Habits and becoming a member of our RGS Super Squad! This week the following 
pupils received one of these special awards: 

Nursery Seahorses: Wouter                                 
Nursery Starfish: Yahya 
Reception Dolphins: Emma                                 
Reception Turtles: Ssanyu 
Year 1 Meerkats: Aisha                                       
Year 1 Giraffes: Basheera 
Year 2 Lions: Fatma                                             
Year 3/4:Muhammad 
Year 5/6: Ssuubi                                                   
Music: Khaled 
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Class of the Week
Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils to ensure 
they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential; academically, socially 
and emotionally.   

Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes who achieve the highest 
weekly attendance and who achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. 
 This week saw Year 1 Meerkats claim the trophy for the highest attendance, while Year 1 Giraffes 
and Year 5/6 shared the trophy for on time arrival. 

Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and do not miss 
school unnecessarily.   

Top Table
To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent behaviour, 
eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the week are invited to 
eat lunch with me on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week. On Thursday I enjoyed eating lunch 
with Heba (Reception Dolphins), Anmar (Reception Turtles), Christine (Year 1 Meerkats, Ayah 
(Year 1 Giraffes), Rashid (Year 2 Lions), Bilal (Year 3/4) and Hessah (Year 5/6). 


