Welcome to the RGS Weekly Newsletter, 6 October 2016.

Great Fun in the ECA's!
Our Extra Curricular Programme (ECA’s) started this week for all students from
Nursery to Year 2. ECA’s provide students with an opportunity to continue their
learning outside the classroom and develop new skills. This term students are taking
part in dance, cooking, construction and football, and had a great time last week
during their first sessions.
Throughout Term 1 we will be speaking to the students about the ECA’s they would
like to take part in during Term 2. I also welcome suggestions from parents so please
contact me if you have comments, questions or ideas relating to our ECA schedule.  

Dates for the
Diary
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Tuesday 11th October: Qatar
Creating Vision Workshop
Next week we welcome Ms
Louise Garnham to our school
to work with Key Stage 1
students. Ms Garnham is a
volunteer for the charity ‘Qatar
Creating Vision’ which is an
initiative supported by the
Qatar Development Fund. She
will spend the afternoon with
our students to discuss the
work she does and complete
activities linked to sight.  

Early Years
It has been another busy week in Early Years as the students
continue to grow in confidence and adjust to the school learning
environment.
Students in Nursery have been sharing stories linked to families and
discussing who their family members are. They completed some
excellent drawings and paintings which will be on display in the
Nursery classroom. The students have also been working hard to
develop their listening skills which Mrs Pheby and Mrs Stuart have
been very impressed with. Well Done Nursery!

Wednesday 12th October:
Key Stage 1 Phonics
Workshop
Parents of Key Stage 1
students are invited to attend

Meanwhile in Reception the students have been focusing on math’s
this week; sorting 2D shapes, singing number songs, and measuring
the height of different students to find out who the tallest member of
Turtles class is. They have also been practicing their pencil control
each day and learning how to write their names. Imaginative play is
an important area of the Early Years curriculum and this week
Reception have been busy cooking lots of delicious food in the flour
tray and role play area.

a Phonics Workshop which
will explain how Phonics,
Spelling and Reading are
taught at The RGS. This
workshop will be led by Mr.
Hanrahan and will take place
from 7.45am – 8.15am in the
Key Stage 1 shared
classroom.
Thursday 27th
International Day

October:

International Day will be our
first whole school event of the
year as we celebrate the
many different nationalities
that make up our school
community and the wider
world. Students will learn

Key Stage 1
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about different cultures and

Year 1 students have been busy using their phonics knowledge this

there will be lots of enjoyable
activities taking place
throughout the day. You

week to label our school environment. I was fortunate enough to
have a visit from them on Thursday as they came to label my office.
Thank you Year 1! Ms Donnelly and Mr. Hanrahan have also

should all have received a
letter this week outlined the
plan for the day, and next
week your class teachers will
contact you with further
information.

continued to support the students with their topic work on the five
senses.
Next door in Year 2 students have been learning more about
adjectives and using conjunctions in their sentences to describe the
book characters Hansel and Gretel.
In Maths both Year 1 and Year 2 have been completing work on
place value and developing their counting skills.

RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates will be awarded to students
from each class who have excelled in an area of school life during
the week. Students will receive these awards for excellent
behaviour, effort or attainment in the classroom, or for demonstrating
one of the RGS Learning Habits.
This week the following students received one of these special
awards:
Nursery: Libby and Shaymaa
Reception: Asad
Year 1: Mohammed
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International Day
Our first whole school event of the year will be ‘International Day’
which will take place on Thursday 27th October. This will be an
opportunity to celebrate the many different nationalities that make up
our school community and the wider world. We have scheduled
International Day to coincide with United Nations Day which is held
on 24th October, and so throughout the week students will learn
about different cultures and take part in a wide range of activities
aimed at increasing their understanding of the world around us.  
On International Day all of the teachers will represent a different
country. They will wear the national dress of their chosen country
and plan activities for students to enjoy which relate to this same
country. Teachers will contact parents next week to inform you of
their chosen country. We ask that all students also come to school
on International Day wearing the national dress of a country. This
might be your child’s home country or the country that your child’s
teacher is representing.
All parents are invited to our International Day Assembly which will
start at 7.55am in the Early Years Shared Area and finish at
approximately 8.30am. For the remainder of the morning, students
will spend time with their teachers learning about different countries.
Our special International Day lunch will take place from 11.20am in
the Early Years Shared Area, with parents invited to attend. We
would appreciate it if parents could choose a country to represent
and bring in food from that country for students to share. Parents
might also wish to create displays for the students to look at and
learn from and wear national dress from their chosen country. If
parents would like to contribute items of food for students to share
4/5

then please add your name to the Sign Up Sheet which will be
located at the front of school from the start of next week.
If you have any questions please speak to your class teacher or
contact me directly.
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