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Meet the Prep School Head
Welcome to the RGS Weekly Newsletter which will provide our community with a
roundup of everything that has taken place in school over the past week.
To introduce myself, my name is Mr. Downs and I am delighted to be the first Head of
Prep at The Royal Grammar School, Guildford in Qatar. I have recently arrived in
Doha from Bangkok, Thailand where I was Head of St. Andrews International School
for the last six years after founding the school in 2010. I am joined in Doha by my
wife Sarah and young daughter India, and together we are looking forward to
exploring everything Qatar has to offer.
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Over the coming weeks and months I look forward to getting to know our whole
school community and forming strong partnerships with parents. You will see me
around school every day so if you have any comments, questions or concerns then
please come and speak to me and I will do all I can to help. Alternatively, you can
come to my office which is located at the front of school. I operate an ‘open door
policy’ so please come and see me at any time if you have something to discuss. I
can also be contacted via email at prepschoolhead@rgsgq.com.
Finally, I wish to stress my commitment to each individual student who comes to our
school. It is my aim to ensure that all students receive the best possible education,
are provided with a wide range of learning opportunities, and above all are happy
and enjoy coming to school each day.

Dates for the
Diary
Sunday 2nd October: Extra
Curricular Activities
ExtraCurricular Activities
(ECA’s) start from Sunday 2nd
October and run until the end
of Term 1.

A New School Year
Thursday 27th October:
International Day
International Day will be our
first whole school event of the
year as we celebrate the many
different nationalities that
make up our school
community and the wider
world. Students will learn
about different cultures and
there will be lots of enjoyable
activities taking place
throughout the day. More
information will be sent home
about International Day next
week but put the date in your
diary!

This week we opened the doors of RGSGQ for the first time and
welcomed 29 founding students and their families to our school.
Monday 26th September was our first day of lessons and lots of very
excited students (and teachers!) arrived at school for the start of the
new academic year. Everyone quickly settled into their new
classrooms and throughout the week a wide range of engaging
activities took place across the school. It was wonderful to have the
school full of students after many weeks of planning and
preparation.  
On Tuesday 27th September we held 'Meet the Teacher' meetings
for parents of all students. These meetings were an opportunity for
parents to meet their new teachers and find out about the year
ahead. We feel that these sessions are a hugely important first step
in building a strong relationship between home and school and I
would like to thank everyone who came along. If you have any
further questions about your child’s class please speak to your class
teacher.
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Parent Association
Please do join our Parent
Association it offers a good
opportunity for our whole
school community to meet
both formally and informally
and become actively involved
in school life.  It is an
important body in our school
that help supports parents,
staff and pupils through
organising social events, fund

Early Years

raising activities and helping to
integrate new families in to our
school community.

It has been an exciting week in Early Years as our youngest
students have started to settle into their classrooms and become

The Parent Association is also
an important source of support
for our staff, particularly the
Senior Management team in
providing assistance at
various Parents’ Evenings and

familiar with the learning environment, their teachers and friends.
Students started to learn about their topic for this term which
focuses on the human body. In Nursery the students drew around
each other and then decorated life size pictures using paint and
collage materials. Reception students used mirrors to draw some
excellent selfportraits and students in both classes have also
enjoyed learning rhymes, songs and dances. Great fun!

functions. Membership is free
and we ask that you attend
two meetings each term and
be able to commit time to help
organise a couple of events a
year.
We would also like to establish
a network of class contacts
which keep classes up to date
with what the Parent’
Association is doing and helps
plan class social events.
Do please consider becoming
involved, it can be very
rewarding and a great way to
meet new friends.
For further information please

Key Stage One
As part of the process of introducing students to Key Stage 1 Mr.
Hanrahan, Miss Donnelly and Mrs de Wall planned a Scavenger
Hunt for the students to complete. Working as a team, the students
moved around the school to find different items. It was a great
activity which helped them get to know each other and develop their
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contact the Marketing and

team work skills.

Admissions Registrar, Kathryn
McCulloch in the main school
office.

They also worked collaboratively to discuss classroom rules and
decide on five important rules for the Key Stage:

Sign Up Now

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

We always try our best
We listen to others
We care for each other/We are kind and helpful
We look after things in our school
We are honest

This week I was fortunate enough to be in Year 2 during a writing
activity and enjoyed reading what the students had written to
describe themselves, their families, and their likes/dislikes. I look
forward to popping in again regularly to see the progress that each
student will make.

RGS Superstars
Each week RGS Superstar certificates will be awarded to students
from each class who have excelled in an area of school life during
the week. Students will receive these awards for excellent
behaviour, effort or attainment in the classroom, or for demonstrating
one of the RGS Learning Habits.
This week all our students received one of these special awards in
recognition of being a founding student of our school and for having
a fantastic first week. Well done to everyone!
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