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Yearbook illustrates the positive contributions that are 

made every day throughout the academic year from 

across our school community. The vibrancy, success 

and development of the RGSGQ would not be possible 

without the commitment of our whole community, a 

community which is exceptionally strong and one which 

I am incredibly proud to be part of. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank our academic, administrative 

and facilities staff, governors, parents and pupils for their 

continued hard work and dedication. Everyone involved 

in school life continues to work together to provide the 

best learning environment and education for all our 

pupils. 

Across the School we have some truly outstanding 

people who work exceptionally hard in helping our 

school and our pupils strive to be the best they can be. 

In reviewing all the pupils’ wonderful learning this year, 

we must acknowledge the role of our fantastic teachers 

and teaching assistants, some of whom are leaving this 

year for new adventures. I would like to thank them on 

behalf of our whole community for their tireless work; 

teaching, coaching, supporting, caring and inspiring. You 

have certainly left your footprints on the history of the 

RGS Guildford.

Our Parents’ Association continues to grow and develop 

and has organised more events and activities this year 

than ever before. They have been supported by our 

Parent Class Representatives who have provided an 

invaluable link between parents and teachers which 

ultimately ensures our pupils gain the most from 

their time at school. Thank you for your time and 

commitment, it is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you all for another great year at the RGSGQ. I 

feel incredibly proud to be part of this school and look 

forward to both the challenges and rewards that next 

year will bring. Safe travels, wherever that might be 

to, and for those returning in August I look forward to 

seeing you at the school gates for what I assure you 

will be another action packed and exciting year in the 

development of our school and the pupils who attend it.

Mr. Alistair Downs

Head of School 

Welcome  
from the  

Head of School

At the RGSGQ we are preparing pupils to be successful in 

life, not just at school. I firmly believe that a holistic, well-

rounded education fosters the skills required to succeed 

in later life, complementing and enhancing academic 

performance. We encourage our pupils to become 

thinkers, problem solvers, debaters, communicators, 

creators and collaborators. Exposing our pupils to 

opportunities opens their minds and enables them to 

develop their life skills; the learning tools to cope with 

situations in later life. I do not expect pupils to be good 

at everything, I’m certainly not! However, I do expect our 

pupils to be provided with the opportunity to find their 

strengths, to find something they enjoy, are passionate 

about, and that they will persevere at. One of the most 

important gifts we can offer our pupils is a positive view 

of themselves. I believe that a pupil’s happiness and self-

esteem are vital to their personal, social and academic 

development. 

Everyone involved with our school will have their 

own highlight of the year. For our pupils this might be 

playing their first match for the school team, enjoying 

a successful House competition, learning a musical 

instrument, playing with friends, performing on stage, 

or progressing in the classroom. This is a strength of a 

school; we are all different, we all have different interests 

and skills and have had different experiences. It is 

important that we celebrate this difference and at the 

RGSGQ we come together as parents, pupils and staff 

members to share, learn, develop and grow. 

It is a privilege to be part of the lives of our pupils; to see 

their hard work, to share their successes and to support 

them to grow from failure. We have created a climate of 

trust at the RGSGQ where pupils are known as individuals 

and feel safe, secure, are prepared to take risks, and 

know who to turn to if they do need support, advice or 

guidance. Witnessing their kindness and support for each 

other, their behaviour and conduct, and their attitude 

towards learning, confirms that when our pupils depart 

the RGSGQ they will do so as the type of young people 

who will make a positive difference to society. 

This year we enjoyed successful British Schools Overseas 

(BSO) and Qatar National Schools Association (QNSA) 

accreditations, confirming the high standards at the 

RGSGQ. On both occasions the outstanding levels 

of teamwork, togetherness and sense of community 

were highlighted as key strengths of the School. This 

This Yearbook highlights just how much has 
taken place over the academic year at the 
Royal Grammar School Guildford in Qatar 
(RGSGQ), the breadth of experiences availa-
ble to our pupils, and our holistic approach to 
learning. The Yearbook demonstrates how our 
pupils take advantage of all the opportunities 
that we as a school, believe strongly aid their 
education and help prepare them for the ever 
changing world which is all around us.

On every page there are examples which help 
to remind us of the amazing (and extremely 
busy) school we are all part of and the out-
standing talents of our pupils. Turning the pag-
es, I am struck by the energy and enjoyment 
of our pupils. Seeing just how much has taken 
place is truly inspiring, as well as exhausting! 
Such is the remarkable range of activities that 
our pupils are able to enjoy. 
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Introduction to Early Years
This year has been my first at the RGSGQ and it has been 

a true pleasure to join a school that places an emphasis 
on fun, positivity and has a thriving community. 
Every time I enter an Early Years classroom, I can 
feel the buzz of excitement from children eager to 
share their learning. 

At the beginning of the school year, Early Years classes were lucky 
enough to be visited by the Ambulance service to give Reception 

children’s ‘People Who Help Us’ topic some real context. Later in the 
year Nursery children had a truly fantastic experience at their Farmer’s 

Day and Reception joined together for a Teddy Bears’ picnic.

A real highlight of our year was the fantastic Early Years production of Little Red 
Riding Hood. The children dazzled the audience with their singing and showed great 
confidence in speaking roles. One thing that has really amazed me this year is the 
confidence of the children we teach in Early Years; it takes such a great deal of 
courage for these young children to perform in front of an audience and they really 
took this in their stride! Special thanks go to Miss Martindale and Mr. Woodhouse 
for their supporting roles in the production and for fostering their love of music 
throughout the year. 

Fantastic as special days are; they are only a snippet of the children’s school year. 
Every day the children are encouraged and supported to explore hands-on experiences 
that foster their learning. The continued care and enthusiasm of the teaching teams 
make this possible. Miss McConville and Mrs. Gois in Seahorse Class, Miss Wooley and 
Mrs. Ferreras in Starfish Class, Mrs. Maines and Miss Renz in Dolphins, Miss Tomes and 
Miss Yap in Turtles and Mrs. Marett in Sharks class and our supporting assistants Mrs. 
Castillio, Mrs. Campomanes, Mrs. Buendia and Mrs. Abuda; your efforts to go the extra 
mile show in the smiles on the faces of the children. I am incredibly proud to lead 
such a passionate team of teachers. 

All that has been achieved during this school year would not have been possible 
without the support of parents and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
families of each and every child for their engagement with school life; these efforts 
really do make a difference to the children’s education and to our school community. I 
would like to especially thank parents for their involvement in events including, Maths 
Workshops, Sports day, National and International Days, Book Week and coming along 
to support the children at assemblies and productions. 

I am so proud to have seen the children achieve so much and grow in kindness and 
confidence this year. So many beautiful friendships have blossomed and I feel sure 
that some of these will last lifetimes. Our youngest children here at RGSGQ have 
made a fantastic start to their school careers and I wish them all the happiness and 
success in their continuing learning journeys. 

Ms Matthews   
Teacher – Reception Sharks and Head of Early Years
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Nursery Seahorses Class

We have enjoyed learning through a magnitude of topics this year, including, 
Marvellous Me, Mini-beasts, Growing, Fairytales and Animals. It is difficult 
to pick a favorite memory as there have been so many. However, something 
that does stand out is the farmers’ market WOW day that we held during our 
growing topic. The children all came to school dressed as farmers. They worked 
alongside some older helpers to buy, prepare and taste a delicious range of 
fruit and vegetables – some of which they had grown themselves! The interest, 
communication and laughter lasted all day with a range of activities including a 
turnip hunt and story from Farmer Downs in the School Council garden.

Thank you to each individual child and family. You have made it a fantastic first 
year working at RGSGQ.

Miss Mc Conville 
Teacher – Nursery Seahorses

It has been my pleasure to work with every child in Seahorse 
Class this year! From the first day of school, the children have 
been learning and practicing their kindness, helpfulness and 
honesty. Each child’s inquisitiveness and creativity has developed 
wonderfully and I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to 
observe them learn and grow.

(Left to Right) – Samuel, Haya, Abrish, Maya, Muneera, Haya, (sitting) Miss McConville Mrs. Gois, Zuha ( in front of Mrs. Gois), Rosa, Aljazi, Saoud, 

Shaheen, Benny, Adam, Nasser (not pictured) Aljohara, Sara, Ashton, Aida, Umar, Meshaal.

“It is difficult to pick a favorite memory as there have 
been so many”.
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(Left to Right) – Ibrahim, Aljohara, Nora, Mariam, Maxwell, Noura, Maya, Haya, Nasser (sitting), Mrs.Ferreras, 

Ms.Woolley, Sarah, Dimitri, Rashed, Nada, Sultan.

Nursery Starfish Class

The children have engaged in a variety of learning experiences and covered 
lots of exciting topics including, ‘Marvellous Me’, ‘Mini-beasts’ and ‘Fairy-tales’. 
We have engaged in so many fantastic learning opportunities this year that 
it is hard to narrow it down to just one favourite moment, but our Mini-beast 
WOW Day was definitely a highlight of the year! It was amazing to see the 
children applying all the skills they have been learning at school such as taking 
turns, sharing, being kind to others and exploring and commenting on the world 
around them. I absolutely loved watching the children walk down the stage with 
such confidence in our ‘Bug Parade’.

I am so proud of the children and all that they have accomplished in Nursery. 
I wish them all the best on their next adventure up to Reception. Thank you 
Starfish Class for an incredible year filled with magnificent memories!

Miss Woolley 
Teacher – Nursery Starfish

What a wonderful year we have had in Nursery Starfish Class!  
I feel so lucky to have taught such funny, caring and 
enthusiastic children. We have laughed, learnt and grown so 
much over the year.

“I am so proud of the children and all that they have 
accomplished in Nursery.”
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They have engaged in ‘People Who Help Us’, ‘Dinosaurs’, ‘Toys’, ‘Food, 
Glorious Food’ and ‘Under the Sea’ learning topics throughout the year. 
They enjoyed trips to Kidzmondo and also becoming chefs at the Movenpick 
Hotel, to complement their learning. 

Our class assembly to showcase our ‘Food, Glorious Food’ learning was a real 
highlight as the children made stage confidence appear effortless!

It has been an absolute pleasure to get to know the children this year and 
to see them grow and flourish. Thank you so much to the children for such 
a lovely year and to their families for such amazing support. I wish the 
children of Sharks class all the best for their journey into Year 1 and beyond. 

Ms Matthews 
Teacher – Reception Sharks and Head of Early Years

The Sharks have had a super year from start to finish! They 
are truly a kind, funny and confident group of children who 
have made ‘Yes we can’ their class motto! 

Reception Sharks Class

(Left to Right) – Bilal,Mohammad Ishaac, Dareen, Ekene John Paul, Dexter, Ethan, Fatima, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Mrs Marett, Ms Matthews, Layaan, Adina, Hissa, 

Nader, Hamad, Zenia, Ali, Abdulaziz (not pictured) Shaikha.

“It has been an absolute pleasure to get to know the 
children this year and to see them grow  

and flourish.” 
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Reception Dolphins Class

We have learnt about ‘People Who Help Us’, ‘Dinosaurs’, ‘Toys’, ‘Food’ and 
‘Under the Sea’. The children have especially enjoyed the changes to the role 
play area, and made full use of each topic. I can’t believe the progress they 
have made as they can now write their names and other simple sentences, 
add and take away, name 3D shapes, understand each other’s feelings and 
many more skills. Our favourite part of the year was being able to taste all 
the food The Very Hungry Caterpillar ate as part of our story. We loved the 
ice-cream and all the fruit! I know Dolphin Class is ready for Year 1 and I wish 
them all the best. 

Mrs Maines  
Teacher – Reception Dolphins

Reception Dolphins have had an amazing year at RGSGQ, and 
have taken part in so many exciting topics, trips and events. 
Throughout the year everyone has formed close friendships 
and grown into kind and independent children.

(Left to Right) – Likhit, Wouter, Asma, Noah B, Aayah, Moza, Mehza, Mariam, Luisa, Riley (sitting), Ayan, Abdulrahman (sitting), Ms.Renz, Mrs. Maines, Sara, 

Syrine, Kinza, Noah M.(sitting), Turki, Saad, Khalifa, Essa.

 “Our favourite part of the year was being able to 
taste all the food The Very Hungry Caterpillar ate as 

part of our story.”
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Reception Turtles Class

This year we have learnt all about: ‘People Who Help Us’, ‘Dinosaurs’, ‘Toys’, 
‘Food Glorious Food’ and ‘Under the Sea’. 

Who could forget the enriching experiences we have shared? We were 
firefighters and paramedics at Kidzmondo, paleontologists when digging for 
dino-bones, toy-makers and shop keepers, pizza chefs in our Italian role-
play restaurant, chefs at the Mövenpick Hotel and supporters of keeping our 
oceans clean from plastics.

One particular highlight and very proud moment for me as your teacher, was 
when you wowed everyone with your Handa’s Surprise class assembly. 

As you continue your exciting learning journey through school, always 
remember to ‘keep on trying’, ‘never give up’ and have fun, be kind and smile.  

Kind Regards

Miss Tomes and Miss Yap 
Teacher and Assistant – Reception Turtles

Dear Turtles Class,
I can’t believe the time has gone so quickly this year. Well, 
you know what they say – time flies when you are having 
lots of fun!

(Left to Right) – India, Carla, Dawla, Hanadi, Rayana, Zynah, Maisie, Ali, Miss Tomes, Miss Yap, Amaan, Adam Mc, Turki, Hannah, Rania, Adam Eid, 

(sitting) Fahad, Ahmed Khalid (not pictured) Zahra, Esmee, Hussein.

“Always remember to ‘keep on trying’, ‘never give up’ 
and have fun, be kind and smile.”
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Earlier on in the year, children in Nursery and Reception were very busy making 
costumes, practising songs and learning lines. The massive time and preparation 
that the pupils, teachers, and teaching assistant’s put in was evident as the pupils 
delivered a flawless performance. Their hard work certainly paid off as our young 
performers sang and danced their way through this well-known story. I am sure 
that everyone who watched the performance was incredibly impressed at the 
confidence the children showed and parents were no doubt bursting with pride at 
how well the children did.

In Nursery and Reception the focus is to encourage pupils to develop and foster 
their love of learning. Through organized activities like ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 
pupils get to experience first-hand how their hard work, dedication, and team work 
pays off. It’s so heart-warming to watch children pass the microphone to the next 
child, or when you see one child remind another about their turn coming up. When 
one child may forget a line, another steps in to help and remind them. Needless to 
say, the RGSGQ community was absolutely enveloped by the Early Years Play and 
could truly see how incredibly hard the pupils worked to put on such a stunning 
performance for all to enjoy. The costumes wore by the children were spot on and 
the props and massive back drop made it feel like the audience was watching the 
play in a forest! 

Early Years are the most critical time in a child’s life. Learning through rehearsing 
play can have positive implications for the rest of their lives. It helps foster 
effective communication, develop social skills, and inspire confidence and 
creativity. At the same time, learning through play rehearsals can develop 
cognitive, critical thinking and motor skills. It is imperative for children at this age 
to know that they can trust the adults in their lives, but they must also have the 
confidence needed to take charge.

Well done to all the children and thank you to the Early Years team, 
teaching assistants, as well as Miss Martindale and Mr. Woodhouse for all 
their hard work.   

Ms Matthews 
Teacher – Reception Shark and Head of Early Years

Early Years Play
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Early Years Trips
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Introduction to Key Stage One
Key Stage One has had a remarkable year this academic 

year and the phase has grown and developed wonderful-
ly, in many ways. Whilst thinking back on the year we 
have had, I feel absolutely honoured to have had the 
opportunity to take on the role of Key Stage One Co-
ordinator. I feel a lot of pride when looking back on all 
we have achieved. 

Firstly, on behalf of all the staff in Key Stage One, I would like to 
congratulate every pupil in Year 1 and 2 on their achievements this 

year. The children have consistently shown delightful manners and friendly 
characters. And as the class groups have expanded this year, current pupils 

have welcomed new pupils with open arms and helped new friendships to blossom. 
The pupils have definitely made this a Year 1 to remember for the staff. Their individual 
personalities and enthusiasm for learning has been second to none and therefore, they 
should be extremely proud of what they have achieved this academic year. 

However, this year would not have been as successful for Key Stage One, without the 
incredible team I have been lucky enough to work with. Their dedication, creative ideas 
and amazing efforts have guaranteed the children in Key Stage One have received 
such a wonderful and enjoyable learning experience this year. Miss Wheeler and 
Miss Dimaculangan have continuously ensured the Meerkats’ learning atmosphere 
is exceptional, with their incredible and creative display work. Miss Toal, Miss Repato 
and Mrs Abuda have given the Giraffes class such loving attention, to create positive 
attitudes with their learning. Mr Walsh and Mrs Santos have given the Tigers class such 
exciting learning opportunities with ‘real life’ learning experiences. (I will never forget 
the moment I walked into the Tigers class to see Mr Walsh recording Mrs Santos outside, 
hiding behind a tree holding a piece of string attached to an alien! Thus the children 
did amazing writing on the Alien Invasion.). Also, Miss Tindugan - you have ensured our 
children are supported and your creativeness has ensured our classroom and display 
work is exceptional. 

Furthermore, the incredible support from all of the parents, whom we have had the 
privilege to work alongside, sharing goals and accomplishments of our children, has been 
such a huge part of the children’s progress and achievements in Key Stage One this year. 
I have been amazed by all of the wonderful provision and support from you all. Your 
caring approach and enthusiasm to be an active part in supporting your child’s learning 
has been so impressive and really appreciated by all of the teachers. Therefore, on behalf 
of myself and the staff, I would like to say a huge thank you for all of your incredible 
efforts this academic year. 

In conclusion, this year has been a special year for me. It is all down to the success 
and achievements of the children, staff and parents in Key Stage One. I am very much 
looking forward to yet another successful year as the phase continues to grow! 

Miss Keay  
Teacher – Year 2 Lions and Head of KS1
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Year 1 Meerkats Class

We learnt about Plants, Ourselves, Animals and also different continents around 
the world. We have enjoyed developing our skills in reading and we loved the 
challenge of reading more complex books and stories. Our writing has also 
challenged us, but we are now able to write our own stories, letters, information 
texts and poems! In Maths, we can now multiply and divide and also count 
in 2s, 5s and 10s which we are very proud of! Our favourite part of the year 
was our school trip to KidsMondo and also Book Week as we love to dress up! 
Meerkats are so excited about moving to Year 2 and I know they will have a 
fantastic year and accomplish great things! 

Miss Wheeler  
Teacher – Year 1 Meerkats

We have had a fantastic year of learning in the Meerkat class! 
We have all learned lots of new information as well as learning 
a lot about each other too, by forming fantastic friendships and 
welcoming new children into the class. 

(Left to Right) – Abraham, Hassan, Amirah, Maryam, Khalid, Ryan, Roza, Emma, Miss Wheeler, Miss Dima, Eid, Heba, Fatimah, Zahra, Omar 

(sitting) Aly, Yasser (not pictured) Genevieve, Maryam, Sophia 

“We have enjoyed developing our skills in reading and 
we loved the challenge of reading more complex  

books and stories.” 
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Year 1 Giraffes Class

It has been lovely to watch the children develop their confidence throughout 
the year, and acquire an ability to learn independently and collaboratively 
as a team. The children have continuously shown that they are wonderful 
team players both within our class, and the wider RGSGQ family. The 
children have enjoyed a wide range of learning experiences, beginning with 
‘Me, Myself and Eye,’ when they learnt all about their special qualities and 
identities. Furthermore, our topic ‘Desert Discovery’ allowed them to explore 
many features of Qatar, including weather patterns and animals found in 
hot places. We then studied the topic of ‘Bright Lights Big City,’ when the 
children compared the city of Doha to others around the world, before 
writing information texts. Our topic ‘It’s a Gardener’s World’ allowed us 
to learn about many garden and wild plants and flowers. Finally, our topic 
‘Animal Adventures’ has been one of our favourites! We loved discovering new 
information about all kinds of animals and their habitats. Thank you for being 
a pleasure to teach Giraffes. Keep being your amazing, kind and loving selves. 

Miss Toal 
Teacher – Year 1 Giraffes

Year One Giraffes have had the most wonderful year. Each 
child has grown in their own unique way, and has blossomed 
as a caring, considerate and creative individual. 

(Left to Right) – Asriana ,Sharifa, Fadhel, Saleh, Nawaf, Yusra, Ssanyu, Ameera, Romeya, Abdulaziz, Quinisa, Xavier, 

(sitting) Benjamin, Elias, Yousif, Youssef, (not pictured) Fatima, Isabelle, Henri

“Keep being your amazing, kind and loving selves.”
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Year 2 Lions Class

From start to finish, the children have continuously shown their amazing 
enthusiasm towards their school life and throughout their learning journeys. 
In everything they do, their efforts are second to none. If you were lucky 
enough to watch our class assembly this year, I am sure you would agree 
that their performance was incredible! They have all proved to have such 
loving and caring personalities, and have therefore developed such strong, 
pleasant friendships with each other. I believe the children have grown both 
academically and individually this year, and are now fully prepared for their 
journey in Key Stage Two. I wish them all the very best!

Miss Keay  
Teacher – Year 2 Lions and Head of KS1

Whilst thinking back on the Year we have had in the Lions class, 
it saddens me that it is coming to an end, but it also fills me 
with so much pride on what every child in the class has achieved 
this year.

(Left to Right) – Aadam, Ayah, Layla, Maryam Al Nabit, Mazen, Mariam, Mrs. Tindugan, Lulwa, Malek, Ms Keay, Jana, Seba, Wali, Basheera, Summer, Lamar, 

Abdulla (sitting) Abdullah, Andrew, Guna, Awss (not pictured) Lily, Yahya, Aisha, Ceylin, Marcy.

“The children have continuously shown their 
amazing enthusiasm towards their school life and 

throughout their learning journeys.”
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(Left to Right) – Christine, Meyran, Saif, Yazaan, Alwaleed, MK, Faris, Mr. Walsh, Mrs. Santos, Noora, Resal, Hana, Reem, Alex, Aisha, Jasmin, Reemas  

(sitting) Abdulaziz, Hasnain, Essa (not pictured) Aminah, Ethan, Ibaad, Khushi, Turki.

Year 2 Tigers Class
It is with a heavy heart that I must write the yearly summary, 
as it signifies my time with Year 2 Tigers is nearly at an end. 
The 2018/2019 academic year with Year 2 Tigers has been 
nothing short of exceptional. 

The class is an exuberant mix of characters with an eclectic blend of talents. 
Anyone visiting our class, only has to step in for a matter of seconds to realise 
what a special group of children they are. A group that has given me such a 
wholesome and memorable teaching experience. There are so many shining 
examples of the rich learning opportunities that the children have had. Such 
as the Kidzmondo trip, right through to Art Week, where they were able to 
showcase their creative talents and their individualism. Outstanding progress 
comes naturally to this class, as it remains synonymous with their enthusiasm 
to learn. But, perhaps what is most important is their development as human 
beings. Kind, respectful, energetic, independent and happy are just a few chosen 
words to describe them. I wish them every success in the future and I have no 
doubt they will find it. 

Mr Walsh 
Teacher – Year 2 Tigers

“Kind, respectful, energetic, independent and happy 
are just a few chosen words to describe them.”
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Key Stage 1 Trips
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Introduction to Key Stage Two
As another academic year comes to an end, taking a moment 

to sit back and think about the past ten months, fills me 
with pride and such a special emotion to try and sum 
up all of the amazing experiences I have had with the 
children I have met and worked with; witnessing all of 
the effort and teamwork from everyone in Key Stage 2 
makes me feel honored and privileged to be a part of the 

RGSGQ family. 
Firstly, I would like to say a huge thank you and well done to all of the 

children in Key Stage 2, who have made each and every day of this year a fun 
and meaningful experience.  Although it is impossible to remember every moment 

as a teacher, I can guarantee the team and I have already made a lifetime of memories, 
thanks to the amazing children we have in RGSGQ. Your enthusiasm to learn, your hard 
work, unique and brilliant personalities are what makes teaching the most rewarding and 
incredible profession.

Additionally, I have been overwhelmed by all of the support shown by the parents we 
have at RGSGQ. From day one, your kind and caring approach and willingness to play an 
active part in supporting your child’s learning journey has been so impressive and really 
appreciated by all of the teachers. Together we can achieve so much in helping children 
progress and enjoy their school careers. A huge thank you for all of your efforts this 
academic year. 

“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success”. 
I have been extremely proud to lead this key stage. Without each and every individual’s 
effort and commitment to making our school the best possible, we would not have 
succeeded in having such a successful year. Mr. White and Mrs. Galigao have led by example 
in Year 6, ensuring the top of primary school sets the benchmark for outstanding practice 
throughout. Miss Hollick and Mrs. Castro have certainly filled the corridors with colour and 
creativity and really led the way in Year 4 in creating spectacular classroom environments. 
Miss Moore and Mrs. Delous-Reyes have made every day in Year 3 a WOW day, from 
chocolate factories to juice shake-offs, it’s certainly been a year to remember. In Year 5, I 
have been very privileged to have worked alongside Mrs. Muller, whose incredible support, 
dedication and creative magic, has made the classroom and key stage so spectacular.

In Key Stage 2 we are a family within the school community. Since the beginning of the 
year, teamwork and respect are two of the main values we have instilled. The children have 
on so many occasions demonstrated these values, along with kindness and support to 
others. We have had several WOW days and trips in which classes have worked together 
or even competed against each other, such as the Oman Residential, The Great Smoothie 
Shake-Off and Emoji Island Maths Day. Throughout, all of these, the children have shown 
what remarkable individuals they are, through compassion and dedication to making our 
school so wonderful. 

Mr Kuzbyt 
Teacher – Year 5K and Head of KS2
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This year, we have placed the following values at the centre of our 
learning: independence, resilience, responsibility and ownership of 
progress.

I am proud to say that the children of Year 3 will be entering Year 4 having 
improved dramatically in all four areas. It has been wonderful to witness the 
youngest children in Key Stage 2 grow into independent and confident learners 
who strive daily to achieve. It has been even more remarkable to be a part of their 
journey towards taking responsibility for their own learning goals. 

This year it has been an absolute privilege to work with such dedicated, self-
motivated, inspiring and determined individuals. We have spent this year learning, 
laughing, exploring, reflecting and investigating; and what an incredible year it 
has been. The passion, drive and enthusiasm the children have towards everyday 
learning is astounding!

Congratulations on completing Year 3 so successfully. 

Miss Moore 
Teacher - Year 3M

Year 3M Class

(Left to Right) – Nada,Rhiley,Freddie,Kais,Treasa,Julie,Mrs. Delos Reyes,M.Al kuwari,Miss Moore,Rashid,M Al kaabi,Rayyan,Fatma,Aasiyah, Rahma, Adam 

(sitting) Tameem, Suhaib, Mohammed A,(not pictured) Areesha, Aimee, Carmen, Mariam, Shamsa, Ahmed.

“We have spent this year learning, laughing, 
exploring, reflecting and investigating...”
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Year 4H Class
Wow, what a year! It’s been great to watch you all grow this year, 
from August to now, you have become amazing, enthusiastic, 
independent learners.

I simply can’t believe how quickly this year has gone; you know the saying 
though . . . ‘Time flies when you’re having fun’. 

As a class we have laughed and cried together, we have had so many good 
times that I will remember for a long time. We have had lots of hands on 
learning experiences, fun school trips and of course laughing at Miss Hollick 
and her silly noises when she’s trying to use the white board! But as you all 
know we couldn’t have got through this year without Miss Hollick’s ‘right arm’ 
as we call her – Mrs Castro! We have had lots of love, care and smiles from her. 
Year 4 makes an amazing team when we all pull together. Don’t forget to pop 
in and see me next year! Keep working hard and smiling. 

Miss Hollick 
Teacher – Year 4H

(Left to Right) – Zein, Adam H, Noah C, Adam Z, Ally R, Alya, Sara A, Essa, Khalifa, Ali, Karl, Kareem, Umair, Aisha, Noora, Al jazy, Haya, Sarah M, 

(sitting) Bilal, Sultan, Noah M, (not pictured) Arnav, Munaim, Samira.

“As a class we have laughed and cried together, we 
have had so many good times that I will remember 

for a long time.”
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(Left to Right) – Moza, Shahed, Afrani, Zainab, Adam, Aaron, Ramin , Khaled, Jana, Mr Kuzbut, Sumaya, Poppy, Mrus Muller, Khalifa, Sultan 

Tameem, Abdulrahman, (not pictured) Atanu, Areen, Fatma.

Year 5K Class

It has been an absolute pleasure to work with such a fantastic group of 
children, who head into their final year of primary school ready to take on the 
world as young adults. In all my years of teaching, I have never taught a class 
who really personify one of my favourite motto’s ‘Work hard, play hard’. When 
learning is fun, we engage and push ourselves to strive for excellence, and this 
past academic year has been filled with outstanding work, memorable learning 
experiences and countless smiles and laughter. Well done for an amazing year. 

Mr Kuzbyt 
Teacher – Year 5K and Head of KS2

Enthusiasm, beaming smiles, hard work, creativity, leading by 
example, togetherness and laughter. As descriptive writing is 
something we have worked a lot on over the course of the year, 
these are just a few words that spring to my mind, when I think 
about the past ten months in Year 5.

“This past academic year has been filled with 
outstanding work, memorable learning experiences 

and countless smiles and laughter.”
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(Left to Right) – Mohammed Ashraf, Ahmed, Khaled, Saif, Turki, Aldana, Zaynab, Ssuubi, Moza, Hessah, Almaha, Nadeen, Banna, Ifra, Sajeda.  

(not pictured) Ismail, Rohan, Aljazi, Mohammed Abbasi, Mr. White, Mrs. Galigao

Year 6W Class

It took no time at all for each individual to gel, and our strength as a team was 
unwavering and admirable. Shortly into the first term, we were tasked with 
designing and creating our book corner. The hard-working nature and creative 
side of Year 6 was clear to see, with the birth of the now retired ‘Booker King’. This 
was no one-off and was an indicator of the characteristics that would carry ‘The 
Invincibles’ through their inaugural campaign at RGSGQ. From our teamwork in 
Oman and The Escape Rooms, to our individual exploits in our English writing and 
maths, every member of Year 6 can feel proud of their achievements and I am 
incredibly proud of them. 

Mr White 
Teacher – Year 6W

When I started this term I was greeted with a number of smiling, 
inviting faces, some old and some new to RGSGQ, and I was 
hopeful about the year that we had ahead of us.

“Every member of Year 6 can feel proud of their 
achievements and I am incredibly proud 

 of them.”
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Key Stage 2 Trips
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This year pupils from Year 5 and 6 travelled to Oman for their 
residential. On Sunday morning 14 very excited pupils met 
at Hamad International Airport and were soon boarding their 
flight to Muscat. 

Upon arrival they were met by instructors from the operator in Oman, 
twenty3extreme, and received a briefing about the trip. Pupils then climbed 
into 4x4’s and headed for Jebel Shams which would be their home for the 
next few days. 

Jebel Shams is a mountain located in northeastern Oman. It is the highest 
mountain in the country and the third highest in the Arabian Peninsula. The 
pupils set up camp and over the next few days enjoyed a range of great 
activities, many of which they were attempting for the very first time. These 
included trekking, during which they enjoyed spectacular views over Jebel 
Shams; abseiling and raft building. 

This trip was an amazing experience for our pupils and I am sure they have 
made memories which will stay with them for many years to come. The 
leader from twenty3extreme contacted me to inform me how enthusiastic 
our pupils were to take part in new activities, work as a team and to go out 
of their comfort zones. Mr. Kuzbyt, Mr. White and Mrs. Muller also informed 
me that our pupils were incredibly well behaved throughout the trip and that 
they received numerous positive comments about how the pupils conducted 
themselves. Well done to the pupils for being fantastic RGSGQ ambassadors 
and for pushing themselves to try new activities.

Key Stage 2 Residential
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Introduction to Key Stage Three
As we look back and reflect on the progress and development 

we have made as a Key Stage, I can take a great deal of 
satisfaction from the academic year we have had with 
the children. It has been a pleasure to lead KS3, getting 
to know the students and working towards the vision 
we have created as a team for our phase. We have 
continued to grow, develop and learn through the year as 

we strive to achieve the best standards of education and 
provide dynamic learning experiences to offer students at 

RGSGQ, in the classroom and beyond. 
In Key Stage 3, we have been keen to emphasise values of Inclusivity, Perspective and 

Teamwork throughout the year, and to provide opportunities for students to learn about 
the different backgrounds of their peers. Given that we are an international school, it is 
important to remind the children of the opportunities they have had and experiences they 
can gain from being in such an environment. 

For many students, we have given them access to participate in activities that they might 
not have previously had access to; Talent Shows, A Night at the Musicals, International 
Day and Sword Dance, House Competitions, and Sports Day. All of which have helped to 
engage students, and inspire them through the year.

Outside of the classroom, students have had the opportunity to develop their skills and 
knowledge through activities such as reading and interventions with Mrs. Funilas and 
subject teachers respectively. Our students have made progress this year and we can look 
back and celebrate their achievements, such as the Quran Competition. Outside of the 
Classroom, students have been involved in the Senior School Student Council, Sri Lanka 
Residential, Stock Exchange Trip, Kayaking Trip, Beach Clean and the Charity Day activities. 

Looking forward into the next academic year, we are excited about the continuing 
development of the Senior School and are working closely with our colleagues at the 
RGSGQ to ensure the curriculum on offer is challenging, rewarding and engaging, and 
current; with increased provision of IT in lessons to support student learning.

Given that we were a new Key Stage at the beginning of the year, I can look back with a 
great deal of pride for the effort that the teachers across the phase have put into this year, 
and I am excited by what we can achieve further into the future. Thank you to the parents 
for supporting us in the development of the School, and, well done Key Stage Three for 
your efforts and enthusiasm, it has been a pleasure to see you learn, grow and develop as 
part of the RGSGQ.

Mr Phillips 
Science Teacher and Head of KS3
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From a whirlwind tour of British invaders and 
settlers, with the Romans, we explored how 
the Romans lived: what they ate, how they 
amused themselves, and how they organised 
their enormous Empire. We also designed our 
own Roman town and examined what lasting 
impact the Romans had on Britain today. 
On to the Norman invasion: The Battle of 
Hastings, the fight for the English throne, and 
the way people lived following the conquest. 
We explored the ancient idea of heraldry, 
designed our own coats of arms, and finally 
designed and built our own Norman castles 
out of recycled materials - each one complete 
with moat, drawbridge and portcullis! 

In Geography, pupils have been exploring 
Our World. This involved looking at the earth 
through different means: firstly, on a global 
level, by getting to grips with their map and 
atlas skills, and then carrying out their own 
enquiry into the microcosm of the world, 
as represented within the School through a 
fieldwork investigation into the number of 
different nationalities which are represented 
at RGSGQ. Later, our focus shifted onto the 
impact humans are having on the world and 
the effects of global warming. The students 
calculated their own carbon footprint to show 
the impact their own lifestyle has on the 
natural world and investigated various ways 
in which it could be reduced. To highlight the 
impact of plastic pollution, we teamed up 
with Doha Environmental Actions Project to 
clean up Simaisma beach and we collected a 
staggering 120kgs in just 45 minutes!

In Maths, we continued to show great resilience 
and appetite towards learning new concepts. 
From Number Skills to Sequences and 
Transformations, we have developed our maths 
skills while having access to guest speakers 
for the careers day; as well as the Qatar Stock 
Exchange. Well done, and don’t forget how to 
draw a graph!

We have learned from one another in English; 
listening to feedback and acting on this, 
showing a real desire to improve our writing. 
One of the best moments of the year was the 
writing of the soliloquies in the role of Caliban 
during our unit on The Tempest; the beautiful 
prose which weaved in extracts from the play 
and from other texts created such thoughtful 
outcomes that really got into the mind of the 
character. 

In Science, we have understood the 
practicalities of group work and investigations 
taking place in a laboratory. Introducing new 
scientific concepts and ingraining the scientific 
method has helped develop the skills necessary 
for scientific analysis and the framework 
required for a successful investigation. 

Well done Year 7 and good luck going into  
Year 8!

David Trace – English and Year 7 Teacher 
Richard Phillips – Science, Maths Teacher and  
Head of KS3 
Sara Fletcher – Geography, History and PSHE Teacher

Year 7T Class
Enthusiasm, Independence, Respect and Courtesy are the RGSGQ values 
that I think of when I look and see the development the Year 7s have 
made this year. They show such an enthusiasm for learning they are a 
pleasure to teach. 

(Left to Right) – Alia, Talya, Kenda, Rabeea, Hamad, Ali, Khalid, Mr. Trace, Salma, Rama, Suereya, Haneen, Umar, Omar, Yaman. 

(not pictured) Hadi, Janeen, Mrs. Funilas

“They show such an enthusiasm for learning they 
are a pleasure to teach.” 
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Perseverance, Confidence, and Ambition are some of the RGSGQ Values that 
I can look back on and say that Year 8 have applied this year. It has been a 
great year of progress in enthusiasm and enjoyment, and I am proud to see the 
learning journey that all the Year 8s have been on this year.

In History, we questioned who really rules 
the UK? Is it the monarch? Is it Parliament? 
Or is it the people? To focus our enquiry, 
we investigated the events leading up to 
the trial and execution of King Charles I and 
the interregnum which followed. Later, the 
British Empire. We went on-board the slave 
ships across the Atlantic and read first-hand 
accounts of the experiences of the slaves on-
board. Finally, we learned about people living 
in Britain during the Industrial Revolution. 
This led to us considering, to what extent 
technology improves peoples’ lives.

In Geography, we studied the relationship 
between the natural world and the humans 
who inhabit it. We started by exploring the 
different global biomes: the key features, 
climatic conditions, and ways in which life 
has adapted to inhabit each one. Later; we 
looked into weather systems and focused our 
investigation on hurricanes and typhoons: 
analysing how they develop and build and the 
impact they have on communities. Finally, a 
case study into the Indian subcontinent. We 
questioned why people migrate and went on 
a journey through the slums of Mumbai to 
identify strategies which might improve the 
quality of life.

In Maths, pupils have shown great enthusiasm, 
perseverance and they have all stepped out 
of their comfort zones this year - it has been 
fantastic seeing how they have matured and 
grown. Students have worked exceptionally 

hard and made progress. We attended a Careers 
Fayre which highlighted elements of Maths in 
everything we do, from being a nutritionist to a 
forensic scientist. Year 8 also were visited by two 
guest speakers from local banks, during Global 
Money Week, and also enjoyed the experience of 
attending the Qatar Stock Exchange. 

In English, we proved time and time again that 
hard work, perseverance and believing in your 
ability can truly make a difference. The stories 
we wrote based on ‘The Tunnel’ identified how 
great we can work as writers. We managed to 
take a simple book and make it appropriate for 
a wider, older audience. The explanation texts 
really showed how unique and individual we all 
are as writers: the manipulation in tone, form and 
register to meet the purpose and doing this in our 
own unique style was incredible. 

In Science, we have shown great resilience and 
commitment by learning new scientific skills; 
such as investigations into acids and alkalis, and 
on to forces and motion. 

Students have shown great practical application 
of the skills they have learned in lesson time and 
have shown a continuing ability to improve their 
report writing and analysis of results. Keep up the 
good work!

Well done Year 8 and good luck going into Year 9!

Richard Phillips – Science Teacher and Head of KS3 
David Trace – English Teacher 
Grace Kelly – Maths Teacher  
Sara Fletcher – Geography, History and PSHE Teacher 

Year 8P Class

(Left to Right) – Jassim, Mr. Phillips, Ahmed (sitting) Tameem, Sofia, Hanifa 

(not pictured) Marwan, Ibrahim, Mrs. Funilas, Maryam. 

“Well done Year 8 and good luck 
going into Year 9!”
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This year pupils from Year 7 and 8 travelled to Sri Lanka. The 
pupils took part in a range of activities throughout the week 
which included bicycle riding and surfing, a historical tour and 
charitable work.

On Sunday they completed a 12km bike ride through rice paddies and local 
villages. Along the way our guide stopped to point out buffalos, monitor lizards, 
monkeys and a wide variety of birds. About half way we paused to enjoy fresh 
coconuts from the tree and to learn about (and try!) different plants that grow in 
the local area, including cinnamon, lemon, pepper and pineapple. 

We also visited Galle Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, on Sunday. The pupils 
enjoyed some great views as we walked along the walls above the sea learning 
about the history of the fort area. They also showed great confidence approaching 
tourists to ask them questions about where they were from and why they had 
chosen Sri Lanka as their holiday destination. 

On Monday we visited a local charity which supports young children and disabled 
adults. Our pupils met a group of eight children, similar in age to the children in 
our Early Years department at the RGSGQ. Prior to our departure from Doha our 
pupils had planned activities with Miss Kelly and they encouraged the children 
to have a go at colouring, painting and play dough, as well as sharing the story, 
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar.’ Our pupils were amazing and threw themselves into 
supporting the children with the different activities. In the afternoon we took a 
boat ride on Koggala Lagoon to spot fish, monkeys, jellyfish and a wide variety  
of birds.

It was off to the beach on Tuesday to learn how to surf! After some lessons on 
the sand the pupils headed into the sea. Jassim did particularly well and was able 
to stand up and ‘ride the waves!’ After lunch it was off to a Tea Estate for a tour. 
We learnt about the complete process from tea growing in the fields, and being 
picked, right through to tea being sold in supermarkets all over the world.

On our final day we visited Thomas Gall International School to spend some time 
with pupils there. Upon arriving at the School, the Thomas Gall pupils performed 
the Sri Lanka National Anthem and introduced themselves. It was then the turn 
of our pupils to explain where their home countries are and to perform the Qatar 
National Anthem. Rabea explained what the colours of the Qatar flag symbolised 
and each of our pupils talked about a famous place in Doha. Our Year 7 and 8 
pupils then took part in a range of activities, including making crafts from coconut 
shells, junk modelling, planting and sorting recycled materials. Our pupils also 
helped prepare a delicious meal of traditional Sri Lankan foods which we then sat 
down to share with. 

It has been a great week and wonderful to see the pupils embracing a different 

culture, trying new things and tackling challenges head on.

Key Stage 3 Residential
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The year commenced with badminton during 
the autumn term. The majority of students 
had never participated in badminton so it 
was great to see them learning new skills 
and trying their best to improve. During the 
autumn term, RGSGQ hosted its first ever 
football tournament for Key Stage 2 students. 
The Year 5 and 6 students even managed to 
win, which was a very impressive achievement. 
In October, the swimming pool opened and it 
didn’t take long for students to fully embrace 
swimming: they thoroughly enjoyed developing 
their water confidence and improving their 
technique. Next year, the School will be 
looking to participate in and host swimming 
competitions to test the students in a 
competitive swimming environment. 

During the winter term, students participated 
in athletics and took part in our annual Sports 
Day. All of the pupils’ efforts during their 
athletics physical education lessons really paid 
off through demonstrating their capability 

PE & Swimming

at Sports Day. Students particularly enjoyed 
the high jump which was a new event added 
this year. Basketball was the next sport in the 
curriculum and a special mention must go to 
the Year 4 pupils: these students really took to 
basketball and vastly improved their dribbling 
and shooting skills throughout the term, 
culminating in participating successfully at a 
basketball tournament hosted at King’s College 
School.

The summer term saw more new sports being 
introduced to students, including handball 
and lacrosse and students thoroughly enjoyed 
demonstrating their prowess with a lacrosse 
stick. Handball was also well received as 
students enjoyed the fast-pace nature of the 
game where high fitness levels are needed. 

A great year in physical education and we are 
looking forward to the next one. 

Mr Temple 
Head of PE Department

The academic year of 2018/2019 was a brilliant year in physical education 
for students at the RGSGQ; the swimming pool was opened, fixtures were 
played, students participated in and Miss Kelly and I joined Mr. McCullagh in 
the PE department! 
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We kicked off the year with International Day 
performances, the most memorable one was 
seeing the whole school sing “Colours”. From 
here we have seen an array of performances, 
from “RGSGQ’ Got Talent”, to the “School 
Fayre” and our spectacular show “A Night at 
the Musicals”. This year our students have 
developed great music making skills in the 
classroom and every student has something to 

Music

be proud of; whether performing as a soloist, 
an ensemble or as a class, it is clear to see 
that the students at RGSGQ love music! It is 
exciting to see what our determined musicians 
will become. We are already looking forward to 
all the fantastic performances that are to come 
next year!

Ms Martindale 
Head of Music Department

Wow, what a year It has been in Music! It has been so amazing to see students 
flourish as performers, both in and out of Music lessons.
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They also took part in various French themed 
activities learning about the French culture, 
sampling famous French foods and learning 
about Paris. The French classroom was even 
turned into a French Café and a puppet show 
and the children got a chance to practice 
ordering their food and drink.

But the highlight of this year was our visit to 
“La Veranda” restaurant where some pupils 
had the opportunity to introduce themselves 
in French to the French speaking waiters and 
to enjoy tasting and ordering a selection of 
French foods. The students thoroughly enjoyed 

French

their visit and really developed their confidence 
and speaking skills. This provided a valuable 
educational, social and cultural experience 
for all pupils. As well as hearing and speaking 
French, the children were given an insight into 
their own culture and those of others. 

I hope next year our pupils will continue to 
improve their French language skills, increase 
their cultural awareness and boost their 
confidence.

Monsieur Ludovic Plouhinec 
French Teacher

Bienvenue Dans La Classe de Français!

This year children have learned French in a variety of ways at RGSGQ. There 
has been great emphasis on listening and speaking throughout all year 
groups and this includes listening to full stories, many songs and integrating 
their language learning into cross-curricular activities.
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This School is expanding and we are glad to 
have the opportunity to teach senior pupils 
along with KS1, KS2 and our lovely Early Years.

Teachers who have been teaching in this school 
for several years are filled with joy watching 
the pupils growing up and maturing on their 
path to success. The school makes us feel 
happy, safe, and blessed to have this wonderful 
opportunity to tech our young pupils and 
watch them grow into confident young 

Arabic

learners. The events we hold at the school are 
simply fascinating. We all have had wonderful 
and unforgettable memories here at RGSGQ. 
We are all very grateful and fortunate to be 
teaching at a school like RGSGQ.

The Arabic Teaching Department 
Ms Ghabach 
Ms Mousa 
Ms Khair 
Ms Amoun

On behalf of the whole Arabic department, we consider RGSGQ our second 
home and we would like to show our compassion and gratitude to the 
administration for their hard work and support throughout the school year.



64 65

It was also an opportunity for pupils to learn 
about, and appreciate the cultures of families 
who make up the multicultural community at 
the RGSGQ.

The day started with pupils, staff members and 
some parents arriving at school in national 
costume. We enjoyed a colourful assembly 
which was led by Ahmed and Salma and 
included wonderful performances from pupils 
in Reception, Year 6 and our Piano and Ukulele 
ECA. Pupils from all year groups, including 
some very brave Nursery children, told us 
about their home countries and what they 
enjoy doing when they visit. At the end of 
assembly, our whole school joined together to 
sing ‘Colours.’ 

In the week prior to International Day, pupils 
had spent time learning about the countries 
that their friends and teachers come from, 
as well as the country that their teacher 
had chosen to represent this year. During 

International Day

International Day they had the opportunity to 
explore even more countries as they visited far 
flung destinations such as Japan, Australia, India, 
Germany, Argentina, Jordan and many more. At 
each country the pupils took part in some great 
activities and collected passport stamps in their 
RGSGQ passports! 

One of the highlights of International Day is 
always the International Day Lunch which is 
organised by parent volunteers. This year didn’t 
disappoint as parents made a fantastic effort 
providing food from different countries for our 
pupils to share, and also decorated their tables 
with flags, maps, signs and souvenirs from their 
chosen country. The food was delicious and we 
are already looking forward to next year’s event! 

We were thankful to the many parents who 
got so involved with the festivities. The day 
was a great success and one that was not only 
enjoyable for our whole school community, but 
also hugely beneficial for our pupils. 

On 25th October 2018 our whole school community came together to 
celebrate International Day. It was a wonderful event as we helped our pupils 
gain an understanding of the many different countries that make up the 
world in which we live.
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We kicked off Maths Weeks on the Sunday 
with ‘Maths at the Movies’ which involved 
pupils watching short clips from different 
videos before completing Maths related 
activities. Year 1 Meerkats watched the 
‘breakfast scene’ from Wallace and Gromit and 
then made their own breakfast by weighing 
out ingredients; while Year 4 measured and 
designed shoes for Melman from Madagascar. 
It was great fun!

The Monday saw pupils focused on data 
collection, as they used smarties to complete 
activities which included tally charts, bar 
graphs, algebra and patterns. We were visited 

Maths Week

by King’s College and Sherborne International 
Schools on Tuesday, who worked with our Key 
Stage 2 pupils to crack a series of clues and 
escape from ‘Emoji Island!’ 

Throughout the week there really were so 
many great activities taking place linked to  
all aspects of Maths. We also held a Careers 
Fair for Key Stage 2 and 3 pupils which 
helped them understand the importance of 
Maths in different professions. Our parent 
community very kindly volunteered their 
help for this beneficial event which the pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed.

Commencing Sunday 18th November 2018, we held a fantastic Maths 
Week at the RGSGQ! Pupils across the School took part in a wide variety of 
engaging activities aimed at raising the profile of this important subject and 
understanding how it forms part of everyday life.
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Pupils, staff and parents arrived at school in a 
range of wonderful clothing representing the 
country we live in. There was traditional Qatari 
dress, colourful clothing linked to the Qatari 
flag, and even military and police uniforms. We 
really appreciated the effort that our whole 
school community had put into this event. 

The morning started with a whole school 
assembly, expertly presented by Suereya 
and Kenda. Pupils from Reception to Year 6 
joined together to lead the School in a stirring 
rendition of the Qatar National Anthem 
before we enjoyed musical performances from 
pupils in Year 5, Key Stage 3 and those who 
participate in ukulele and guitar ECA. Boys in 
Year 6 and 7 took to the stage to perform a 
traditional Qatari Sword Dance and we heard 
poems from pupils in Early Years and Key Stage 
3. Pupils across the School also spoke about 
what they love about Qatar. 

Whole School events provide pupils with the 
opportunity to perform to an audience and it 
was wonderful to see so many pupils having 
the confidence to do so. 

Qatar National Day

Qatar National Day is celebrated annually on 
December 18th, commemorating the inception 
of the modern state of Qatar in 1878. It is 
a day to celebrate the unique history and 
heritage of the Qatari people and to keep past 
traditions alive. Therefore, pupils took part in 
a series of activities to support their learning 
about Qatar, past and present. These included 
Arabic bread making, Henna and Tattoo 
painting, storytelling in the Majlis, Arabic 
calligraphy, handball and even ‘camel racing.’ 
Pupils also had the opportunity to complete 
drawings of a camel who visited our school for 
the day, as well as a chance to hold a falcon! 

We held our family picnic outside which was a 
lovely opportunity for our whole community 
to come together and celebrate not only Qatar 
National Day, but also the end of Term 1. It was 
a pleasure to see so many parents in school 
socialising with each other. As always we 
received tremendous support from parents on 
this special day and also throughout Term 1. 

We held a whole school celebration on 17th December 2018 to honour 
Qatar National Day, and it just so happened to coincide with the end of a 
successful first term at the RGSGQ. 
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The week started with a focus on space and 
a spectacular show was held in the Science 
Dome. Each class had the opportunity to visit 
the dome which was so large it couldn’t fit into 
the atrium! Pupils in Early Years made moon 
sand and their own telescopes while Year 2 and 
3 created rockets using balloons and bottles. 
There was a lot of fun in the atrium as pupils in 
Year 5 and 6 took part in an egg drop challenge 
which involved them designing their own 
parachutes to ensure their eggs safely landed. 
Pupils also learnt about the different phases of 
the moon using Oreos! 

During the focus on geology, Year 1 pupils 
made their own rocks by laying sand, pebbles 
and glue, as well as lemon volcanoes and rock 
cakes to explore the formation of rocks. Year 2 
made salt dough fossils and even lava lamps! 

Science & Technology Week

The School Council garden also benefitted 
from Science week as each class planted seeds 
which grew into a colourful array of flowers 
over the following months. 

There really has been so much for the pupils to 
get involved in covering all aspects of Science. 
Year 3 and 4 pupils explored the digestive 
system and heart rate, and even made a test 
tube disappear in oil; Reception pupils got 
very messy learning how to create their own 
slime and Year 5 and 6 pupils spent time in the 
Science laboratory with Mr Phillips using the 
microscopes to explore cheek cells. 

Throughout Science Week lots of engaging 
activities took place which succeeded in raising 
the profile of Science at the RGSGQ. Miss 
Wheeler, Science Coordinator, did an excellent 
job of organising such a worthwhile week of 
learning.

During Science Week, which commenced on 20th January 2019, pupils 
at the RGSGQ benefitted from yet another of our regular theme weeks, 
as learning focused on Science for the week. Pupils in the Primary School 
explored areas including space, geology, plants and animals through hands-
on investigations and experiments.
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There were lots of great games to play, a wide 
range of shops and stalls, tasty food and some 
fabulous prizes to be won. The Bouncy Castles 
were very popular, as was Splat the Teacher!!! 
Well done to the School Council who ran 
their own stall and raised almost 200 QAR; 
and congratulations to our competition and 
raffle winners who walked away with a host of 
excellent prizes! 

Throughout the day we were treated to a 
number of superb performances on the stage. 
Pupils showcased their musical talents and the 
audience also enjoyed Irish Dancing and music 
by a Jazz Duo. 

We were thankful to our whole school 
community who came along to share the day 
and give their support. It was lovely to see 
so many parents and pupils socialising and 
enjoying themselves. We have a wonderful 
community at the RGSGQ which will certainly 
get stronger as the School grows. 

Spring Fair

Money raised from the Spring Fair was shared 
between the charitable organisation for 
animal welfare -TNR Qatar, which is a non-
government funded, volunteer community 
organisation working to trap, neuter, return 
and manage Doha’s community of cats; and 
the Parents’ Association Fund, which is used 
to host further events to strengthen our 
school community and provide additional 
opportunities for pupils at the RGSGQ. We 
were grateful to our host of sponsors which 
included 7th Heaven Arts Centre; Archery Tag; 
Doha Golf Club; Go Nuts; Intercontinental 
Hotels Group; Sharq Village & Spa; Spa Thirty; 
Yama Yoga Studios; for their participation, 
which was greatly appreciated.

It took an incredible amount of organising 
for such an event and our pupils and staff 
at RGSGQ were thankful to the Parents’ 
Association for their exceptional, hard work 
which ensured the day was such a great 
success. 

As the month of February commenced, we held our annual Spring Fair 
at the RGSGQ. On Saturday, 2nd February the exciting event was an 
opportunity to bring the School and wider community together and raise 
money for good causes.
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The first day of Health Week was Soccer 
Sunday! Pupils enjoyed taking part in a 
variety of soccer activities throughout the 
day. Movement Monday was a very active 
day for pupils who brought their bicycles to 
school. Tasty Tuesday was a real highlight as 
pupils made healthy smoothies and sampled 
a colourful range of fresh fruit. Wellness 
Wednesday saw pupils participate in activities 
to do with the mind and body, such as yoga 

Health Week

and they learned how to take care of their 
bodies. 

We finished off Health Week with two of our 
favourite days in the school’s calendar; Sports 
Days! Throughout Wednesday and Thursday, 
from Early Years to Year 8, the whole school 
enjoyed demonstrating their sporting skills 
and it was a great and fun way to celebrate a 
fantastic Health Week.

The week beginning 3rd February 2019 was Health Week at the RGSGQ. 
Health Week takes place in order to help pupils understand the importance 
of a healthy lifestyle and to participate in a range of sporting activities.
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On Wednesday, it was Early Years and Key 
Stage 1 who showed amazing effort and 
sportsmanship as they competed for their 
Houses. RGSGQ parents demonstrated their 
athletic prowess in the parents’ races. Miss 
Keay once again showed she is the speediest 
female teacher in school as she led the way in 
the sprint, while Mr McCullagh took the male 
title away from defending champion Mr Walsh 
in a photo finish!

On Thursday it was the turn of Key Stage 2 
and 3 pupils who took part in a series of field 
events, followed by sprinting, hurdles and long 
distance races. Well done to everyone who took 
part, especially those pupils who volunteered 
for the long distance races and kept on going 

Sports Day

even when they were finding it tough. Zaynab’s 
Aunty sped away to win the parents’ race, 
while Miss Kelly was better than the day before 
by winning the Female staff race. The male 
staff race was highly competitive, with Mr 
McCullagh just holding off Mr Temple to make 
two wins in two days for Hamonde! 

Valpy were crowned overall champions of the 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Sports Day, while 
Nettles claimed the Key Stage 2 and 3 title.

The sportsmanship on show was really special 
and pupils should be very proud of themselves. 
A special mention to Mr Temple, Mr McCullagh 
and Miss Kelly who planned and organised both 
Sports Day and Health Week.

As part of Health Week, which commenced on Sunday 3rd February 2019, 
we held our annual Sports Days which are always a highlight of the year. 
Pupils, parents and staff members arrived at school wearing House colours 
and pupils took part in a series of events to collect points for their Houses. 
The action then turned to the track for individual races!
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As pupils arrived at school each morning there 
were lots of great competitions running and 
wonderful books to be purchased at the Book 
Fair. Many pupils took part in competitions 
throughout the week and our ‘100 Book 
Challenge’ winners were presented with 
certificates during Thursday’s assembly. 

Classes had the opportunity to listen to stories 
read by different teachers and our older pupils 
visited Early Years’ classrooms to read stories 
to our youngest pupils. ‘Cozy Wednesday’ saw 
pupils wear pyjamas and enjoy stories with 
their friends, teachers and parents. Also, parents 
were invited to come into school to look at 
examples of guided reading and they talked to 
Mr. Trace about strategies that could be used 
at home and school to encourage reading and 
develop key skills. 

Throughout the week pupils had to ‘Drop 

Book Week

Everything and Read’ when they heard the 
sound of a tambourine around school which 
caused much amusement, especially when 
pupils were in PE lessons! 

The final event of the week was the Book 
Character Parade which was great fun! There 
were some amazing costumes this year with 
pupils and staff coming to school dressed as 
their favourite book or movie character. We 
enjoyed a variety of performances throughout 
assembly, including poetry read by pupils and 
teachers. Pupils also took part in a carousel of 
activities throughout the day with different 
teachers.

It was a pleasure to see everyone getting so 
involved in this great week and we thanked Mr. 
Trace, our English Coordinator, for organising a 
fantastic and hugely beneficial Book Week.

We held a fantastic Book Week at the RGSGQ in March, celebrating our love 
of books and the enjoyment and importance of reading. A wide range of 
activities took place throughout the week which both engaged and excited 
our pupils.
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The aim of Diversity Day was to celebrate our 
differences and to help our pupils understand 
that we live in a diverse world. 

Pupils and staff arrived at school wearing 
different, brightly coloured socks and we all 
joined together for a whole school assembly. 
Mr. Walsh shared the story ‘Only One Me’ 
which formed the stimulus for a school art 
project - Celebrating Difference - which can 
now be seen in the School Council garden. 
The pupils then took part in a carousel of 
activities in their Key Stage on the themes of 
diversity, inclusion and difference.

It was a fantastic day of activities and a 
worthwhile learning experience for our pupils. 

A Celebration of Differences

Pupils took part in a series of age appropriate 
activities focused on physical and emotional 
abuse (commonly referred to as bullying), 
respect, safeguarding, and disclosure. 

At the RGSGQ we do not tolerate abuse 
towards others and seek to ensure that our 
whole community respects other people and 
property. Pupils are also encouraged to speak 
to their class teachers or other staff members 
if they have concerns, are worried about 
something or wish to report an incident. 

This was our first Social Awareness Day and 
the feedback staff received from the pupils 
was highly positive. We have continued to 
incorporate further learning into our regular 
PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) 
lessons. A great starting point for raising our 
understanding of social awareness.

Diversity Day 

Learning about inclusion is 
important to enable children to have 
an appreciation and acceptance of 
others who are different from them, 
and to understand that everyone has 
different skills and qualities to offer. 

Social Awareness Day 

The aim of Social Awareness Day 
was to support our pupils in 
developing a clearer understanding  
of how their actions and those of 
others can impact people’s lives. 
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Year groups took it in turns to perform songs 
from a range of musicals such as Shrek, Thriller, 
Moana and The School of Rock. The pupils were 
incredibly confident and were congratulated 
for all their efforts over the previous weeks in 
preparing for their performances.

A huge thank you was given to Miss Martindale 

A Night at the Musicals

and Mr Woodhouse for supporting the pupils 
and providing them with this opportunity 
to perform. At the RGSGQ we believe this is 
incredibly important and we are fortunate to 
have staff members at school who want to 
invest their time in providing opportunities 
for our pupils outside classroom time. 

On 28th March pupils in Key Stage 2 and 3 took to the stage for ‘A Night at 
the Musicals’. Parents were invited along and enjoyed tea and coffee served 
by the School Council, while pupils in Early Years and Key Stage 1 munched 
on popcorn as everyone took their seats in the atrium ‘theatre’. 
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Throughout the week pupils took part in a wide 
range of great activities as they learnt new 
techniques and discovered famous artists. 

Reception Dolphins created amazing pictures in 
the style of artist, Damien Hirst and also made 
their own tie-dye butterfly wings as they took 
inspiration from ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar.’ 
An ‘Alice in Wonderland’ table was designed 
by Year 1 Meerkats ready for the Mad Hatters 
Tea Party, and Year 2 Tigers worked together 
to paint a chair for ‘The Tiger who came to 
Tea’ in the style of Jackson Pollock. Upstairs in 
Key Stage 2, Year 3 completed some brilliant 
creative writing and Year 4 collaborated to 
create a unique picture using matchboxes, 
inspired by their chosen story. 

It was a brilliant week of learning and one that 
the pupils thoroughly enjoyed and benefitted 
from. At the RGSGQ we firmly believe that the 
curriculum should be broad and balanced and 
provide opportunities for all pupils to explore 
as many areas of learning as possible. Following 
conversations with our pupils throughout Arts 

Arts Week

week certainly confirmed that they valued 
such opportunities. 

Art Exhibition and Auction

Following the Term 2 break, on Wednesday 
17th April, all parents were invited to the 
RGSGQ Art Exhibition to view the amazing 
artwork that our Early Years and Primary pupils 
had created during Arts Week. Parents took the 
opportunity to come along and socialise with 
others, while viewing the tremendous artworks 
on display. 

At 8am that same day, we held an Arts Auction 
and one piece of art per class was auctioned 
off to the highest bidder! Mr Downs took 
to the stage as the RGSGQ Auctioneer and 
parents enthusiastically bid for the unique 
masterpieces which were up for sale. All the 
money raised was given to the School Council 
fund so the pupils could continue to make 
improvements of their own choosing, to the 
RGSGQ.

During the final week of Term 2 we held an amazing Arts Week at the 
RGSGQ as we dedicated a week of learning to the arts. The theme this year 
was ‘Story Art’ as each class took inspiration from a well-known story.
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There were several charities chosen by the 
House Captains - UNICEF – a charity dedicated 
to protecting the rights of children worldwide; 
Qatar Charity – which was founded to help 
tackle humanitarian challenges faced by 
vulnerable communities around the world; 
QAWS – the Qatar Animal Welfare Society 
which helps abandoned and stray animals in 
Qatar; and Sport Relief – a UK based charity 
which uses Sport to help vulnerable people in 

Charity Work

both the UK and the world’s poorest countries. 
In addition, we wanted to highlight the fact 
that giving to charity means much more than 
simply donating money – it means giving up 
your time, donating your unwanted items, 
cleaning up our natural environment, getting 
active and having fun. Time after time the 
RGSGQ community showed their generosity 
of spirit and between them, the Houses raised 
over 1000/- Qatari Ryals. 

During 2018/19 the Senior School House Captains were given the opportunity 
of planning, organising and running an event for a charity of their choice. The 
RGSGQ wanted to raise awareness of the range of good causes the students 
and their families are able to support. 

Nettles
CHARITIBLE CAUSE – UNICEF 
EVENT – Bake Sale / Go GREEN for the day 
Students were invited to dress in green, and 
purchase some home-baked snacks

Valpy
CHARITIBLE CAUSE – Qatar Charity 
EVENT – Clothes Donation 
Students were asked to bring in a bag  
of unwanted clothes to be donated to  
Qatar Charity.

Hamonde
CHARITIBLE CAUSE – QAWS 
EVENT – Colour Run 
Students were invited to pay 5qr to dress up 
and take part in an obstacle course around 
the school’s astro turf.

Austen
CHARITIBLE CAUSE – Sport Relief 

EVENT – Beat the Goalie 
Students were invited to pay 5QR to see how 
many goals they could get past our goalie in  
one minute.

Powell
CHARITIBLE CAUSE – Doha Environmental 

Actions Project 
EVENT – Beach Clean 
In association with Doha Environmental 
Actions Project, the students went to 
Simaisma beach to clean up some litter.

Beckingham
CHARITIBLE CAUSE – Qatar Charity 
EVENT – Basketball 
Students were challenged to see how many 
goals they could score in one minute.



88 89

House Teams

Being Valpy’s House Captain has been a good experience. It has been great so far and I am grateful 
for being House Captain. The best part of being house Captain so far has been the Charity Day. It was 
nice being able to make a difference outside of school. Being House Captain has also made me more 
confident because of our assembly. Over all I am so grateful to have been given this opportunity.

Zofia – Valpy House Captain

I am extremely proud of the effort I put in throughout the year with the Austen 
House. We learned a lot this year. It was a good chance for me to develop 
speaking skills. I became more confident with talking to the whole school. We 
achieved a lot this year. I hope our effort will continue until the end.

Being House Captain has taught me how to be responsible, it also made me realise how much 
the children look up to me. At the start, when I found out that I had been given the chance to be 
House Captain, I was nervous. As soon as I talked to the teacher, the weight has been lifted off my 
shoulders. I am really grateful being Beckingham’s House Captain and I hope the best for our future. 

Being House Captain of Nettles has given me more responsibilities and has made me 
more independent. It is always nice to know that there are children looking up to me, 
so it helps me to develop my confidence. I love my house and the people in it and I 
hope it continues to be an amazing house.

I am happy that I became a house Captain because I got the chance to be responsible 
in school, help younger students with activities and I was able to talk on stage to all 
the students. I still want to help the school and students get better, so I will try my best 
and help as much as I can. 

I am the Hamonde House Captain, I was very happy and excited to be the House Captain. First, it 
was hard but then it got easier as the year passed by. It taught me how to talk in front of people. I 
have really enjoyed this opportunity.

Ahmed – Austen House Captain

Haneen – Beckingham House Captain

Hanifa – Nettles House Captain

Jassim – Powell House Captain

Talya – Hamonde House Captain

“Our House Captains have achieved so much this year and 
have led the rest of the pupils by example, I am immensely 

proud all they’ve done and continue to do at RGSGQ.”

(Left to Right) – Hanneen, Ahmed, Mr Walsh, Zofia, (sitting) Hanifa, Jassim, Talya.
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During two weeks in Term 1, pupils nominated 
themselves for a position on the Primary 
School Council. Each of those pupils gave a 
speech to their class groups, before fellow 
classmates voted for their class representative. 
There were some excellent speeches and 
all those pupils who nominated themselves 
would have made excellent Council members. 
However, elections were held and the 
appointed members, voted for by their 
classmates were chosen as follows:

Year 1 – Omar (Meerkats) and Saleh (Giraffes) 
Year 2 – Basheera (Lions) and Hana (Tigers) 
Year 3M – Rashid 

School Council

Year 4H – Kareem 
Year 5K – Zainab 
Year 6W – Zaynab

The Senior School also held elections to 
vote for their School Council members. The 
following pupils were appointed for 2018/19 to 
represent the Senior School:

Year 7T – Khalid, Janeen, Hamad and Hadi.

The School Council representatives practiced 
excellent leadership skills throughout the 
academic year, working alongside Mr Walsh, 
the School Welfare Coordinator on several 
school projects and events.

At the RGSGQ we are keen to provide leadership opportunities for pupils 
across the School. You will already be aware of our House Captains and 
Deputy House Captains, in addition to our Head Boy and Girl, and during 
September 2018 we announced the Primary School Council for 2018/19.

(Left to Right) – Rashid, Kareem, Zaynab, Zainab (sitting) Omar, Hana, Saleh, Basheera.
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Parents’ Association People Who Help Us

Our Committee is testament to the vibrant, 
supportive and dedicated parents that are 
a part of our school. Membership of the 
Association is free and is automatically 
extended to the parents of all pupils. 

Looking back at this academic year, the 
Committee delivered a number of events and 
activities which demonstrated the true spirit 
of the RGSGQ community. We kicked off the 
year with our annual Movie Night ‘Walk the 
Red Carpet’, saw families bring-and-share at an 
outdoor RGSGQ picnic, and hosted the largest 
social event of our school calendar, The RGSGQ 
Spring Fair. We also arranged an environmental 
awareness presentation, a school trip to 
Bounce, and a Ramadhan Charity Drive!

Apart from events which provide the 
opportunity for families to unwind and 
socialise, the Parents’ Association also engage 
in other areas to best serve our community- 
such as Parent Coffee Mornings, a second-hand 
Uniform Shop and the establishment of a 
network of ‘Class Reps’.

It is immensely rewarding being a part of the 
Committee of the Parents’ Association, and we 
welcome all parents on a journey to support 
our wonderful school and be a part of a team 
enriching our childrens’ learning and school life.

If you’re interested in getting involved, please 
get in touch with the Parents’ Association by 
emailing parentsassociation@rgsgq.com

Mahdiyya Khan – Parent Liasion Office

The Parents’ Association offers a number of opportunities for parents to 
become actively involved in the life of the school. One of the main aims of 
the Association is to create, foster and nurture an active and committed 
school community.
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It is strange because at our age you think 
everything is eternal. Summers last a lifetime; 
weekends are mini-adventures; English lessons 
take years (well Mr. White’s do!) and secondary 
school appears to be this summit that you’ll 
never quite reach. 

Well! . . . We have reached that peak now and 
from our lofty position we can see all that we 
have conquered. We are masters of maths, 
proprietors of the past, exceptional writers at 
last . . . And, perhaps most importantly of all 

Year 6 Memories

we - we are ‘The Invincibles’. Yes, this means 
our attendance is exceptional – our dedication 
to our education knows no bounds. However, it 
means far more than that; we realise that now. 
It stands for our teamwork, our leadership, our 
perseverance, our independence, our tenacity, 
creativity, increasing ability. 

We are Year 6. The Invincibles. 

Thank you!

Year 6 is the name and progress is the game . . . At least that’s how we 
could coin it following what has been an eventful year in terms of how we 
have applied ourselves and enjoyed ourselves in this final chapter of our 
Primary careers.

(Left to Right) – Mohammed Ashraf, Ahmed, Khaled, Saif, Turki, Aldana, Zaynab, Ssuubi, Moza, Hessah, Almaha, Nadeen, Banna, Ifra, Sajeda.  (not pictured) Ismail, Rohan, Aljazi, Mohammed Abbasi, Mr. White, Mrs. Galigao
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