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RGS 
Dates For Your 

Diary

24th March – 28th 
March: Qatar National 
School Accreditation 
(QNSA) inspection.

25th March: Key 
Stage 3 - Qatar Stock 

Exchange Talk

26th March: Key 
Stage 3 - Qatar Stock 

Exchange Visit

This week pupils from Year 5 and 6 travelled to Oman for their 
residential. On Sunday morning 14 very excited pupils met at 
Hamad International Airport and were soon boarding their flight to 
Muscat. Upon arrival they were met by instructors from the operator 
in Oman, twenty3extreme, and received a briefing about the trip. 
Pupils then climbed into 4x4’s and headed for Jebel Shams which 
would be their home for the next few days.
 
Jebel Shams is a mountain located in northeastern Oman. It is the 
highest mountain in the country and the third highest in the Arabian 
Peninsula. The pupils set up camp and over the next few days 
enjoyed a range of great activities, many of which they were 
attempting for the very first time. These included trekking, during 
which they enjoyed spectacular views over Jebel Shams; abseiling 
and raft building.
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This trip was an amazing experience for our pupils and I am sure they have made 
memories which will stay with them for many years to come. The leader from 
twenty3extreme contacted me to inform me how enthusiastic our pupils were to take 
part in new activities, work as a team and to go out of their comfort zones. Mr. Kuzbyt, 
Mr. White and Mrs. Muller also informed me that our pupils were incredibly well 
behaved throughout the trip and that they received numerous positive comments 
about how the pupils conducted themselves. Well done to the pupils for being fantastic 
RGS ambassadors and for pushing themselves to try new activities.
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Reception Sharks Class Assembly

On Thursday it was the turn of our first Early Years class assembly of the year. 
Reception Sharks wowed the audience with an amazing assembly which was a 
celebration of the fantastic learning that has taken place over the past term.
 
The pupils retold the story of The Gruffalo using their own story masks and shared some 
excellent work all about their favourite foods. The pupils have been learning all about 
food this term during topic sessions and they came together as a class to sing the well-
known song Five Current Buns!
 
I know that everyone who saw the assembly was impressed at the confidence of the 
pupils to perform on stage to an audience. Well done to Reception Sharks and thank you 
to Miss Matthews and Mrs Marett for their continued hard work to support the pupils.
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RGS Guildford UK Visit
This week we welcomed Mr. Bob Ukiah, Director of RGS Guildford International, and 
Dr Edward Batchelar, curriculum and timetables coordinator at RGS Guildford. We 
have been working closely with Dr Batchelar over the past few months to develop the 
Senior School curriculum and timetable, focusing specifically on the transition from 
Year 9 to Year 10 and our GCSE programme.
 
On Tuesday a number of parents came along to our coffee morning and spoke with 
Mr. Ukiah and Dr Batchelar about future plans for the RGS Guildford in Qatar. We are 
continuing to develop the curriculum for our Senior School pupils and I look forward to 
announcing more details, including subject choices for GCSE, in the coming weeks.

Academic Year 2019/20

As you might be aware, over the past few months we have been recruiting teachers for 
academic year 2019/20. When the pupils return after their Summer break they will 
notice a number of new classes and teachers at the RGS. Nursery, Year 4, Year 5 and 
Year 6 will each have two classes per year group, while Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 will 
each have three classes per year group. Reception will grow to four classes. We will 
also have one class each of Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9.
 
There will be one notable change to the curriculum being taught and this will be the 
introduction of Spanish for pupils from Year 1 upwards who do not choose to take 
Islamic Studies. Spanish will replace the collaborative project work which these pupils 
currently do while their peers are at Islamic Studies lessons.
 
Please see the list of teachers below:
 
Nursery: Miss Woolley and Miss Toal
Reception: Miss Matthews, Miss Tomes, Miss McConville and Miss Moore
Year 1: Miss Leith, Miss Hennessey and Miss Fryett
Year 2: Miss Keay, Miss Cavanagh and Mr Lyle
Year 3: Miss Callaghan, Mr Jones and Mr Quigley
Year 4: Miss Hollick and Mr Walsh
Year 5: Mr Kuzbyt and Miss Newsome
Year 6: Mr White and Miss Santamera
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Miss Martindale and Mr Woodhouse will continue to work together in our music 
department, and Mr Plouhinec will be joined by Miss Correa to deliver our French 
curriculum. Miss Correa will also teach Spanish to pupils who do not take Islamic 
Studies. PE and Swimming will be taught by Mr Temple, Mr McCullagh, Miss Blenman 
and Miss Pearson.
 
Mrs Downs will continue to coordinate learning support across the whole school and 
Miss Kelly will also work across the whole school supporting a range of year groups 
with different subjects.
 
We will be increasing our Arabic staffing from the four teachers we currently have, to 
six.
 
In the Senior School (Years 7-9) Mr Phillips will be joined by Miss Abbas and Miss 
Smith to teach Maths and English respectively. Mrs Fletcher will continue to teach 
Geography and History to our senior pupils.
 
A full team of Teaching Assistants will also support learning across the School from 
Nursery to Year 9.
 
If you have any questions about staffing for academic year 2019/20, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.
 
Have a great weekend.
 
Mr. Downs

A Night at the Musicals

Ladies and gentlemen, let us formally invite you to RGS' first live extravaganza ‘A Night 
at the Musicals’.  On Thursday 28th March 2019, each class from Year 3 to Year 8 will 
perform a song from a range of musicals such as Shrek, Moana and The School of 
Rock. Please collect your free tickets at reception which will be available from Thursday 
21st March until Wednesday 27th March.  We look forward to seeing you at the show 
which will take place in the Atrium. Parents are invited to take their seat between 
12:30pm -12:40pm.
 
Miss Martindale
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Reception Trip to Movenpick Hotel

This week, Reception classes enjoyed the opportunity to become chefs for the day as 
part of their ‘Food, Glorious Food’ topic. The children took trips to The Movenpick 
where they were met by a real-life chef who introduced them to a cooking room. 
Reception classes got to wear chefs’ hats and aprons and really enjoyed getting into 
the role! They prepared a salad, pizza and chocolate cake before tucking into a buffet 
lunch. The children loved seeing the ingredients coming together to make something 
new and this sparked lots of rich conversations about which foods are healthy. What a 
fantastic hands-on experience to put the children’s learning into context!
 
Miss Matthews
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Basketball vs. King’s College

Year 3 and year 4 students took part in a basketball competition at King's College 
School. It was a fantastic opportunity for the pupils to apply all the skills they have 
learned in their physical education lessons, into a competitive match. There was plenty 
of enthusiasm, teamwork and effort shown by all the pupils involved and it was great to 
see a number of parents supporting the RGS team. Looking forward to the next RGS 
fixture.
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Each week RGS Superstar certificates are awarded to pupils from each class in the 
Primary School who have excelled in an area of school life during the week. Pupils 
receive these awards for demonstrating one of the RGS Learning Habits and 
becoming a member of our RGS Super Squad! These pupils each receive 25 
additional House points.
 
This week the following pupils received one of these special awards:
 
Nursery Seahorses: Rosa
Nursery Starfish: Ibrahim
Reception Dolphins: Mehza
Reception Turtles: Rayana
Reception Sharks: Maryam
Year 1 Meerkats: Abraham
Year 1 Giraffes: Nawaf
Year 2 Lions: Guna
Year 2 Tigers: Hana
Year 3M: Carmen
Year 4H: Noah Muller
Year 7T: Salma
Year 8P: Tameem
Music: Maisie Adams
Swimming: Essa Abujbara 

Weekly Awards 

RGS Superstars 
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Maintaining high levels of attendance and punctuality at school are essential for pupils 
to ensure they maximise their learning time in school and reach their full potential; 
academically, socially and emotionally. 
 
Each week Class of the Week trophies are awarded to the classes in Early Years, Key 
Stage One and Key Stage Two, who achieve the highest weekly attendance, and who 
achieve the highest percentage of punctual pupils arriving by 7.45am. Pupils in these 
classes are also rewarded with an additional two House points each.
 
The winners this week can be seen below:
 
Early Years
Attendance: Reception Dolphins    
Punctuality: Reception Turtles
 
Key Stage 1
Attendance: Year 2 Tigers    
Punctuality: Year 2 Tigers   
 
Key Stage 2
Attendance: Year 3     
Punctuality: Year 3, Year 5 & Year 6     
 
Thank you very much for ensuring your children arrive at school on time each day and 
do not miss school unnecessarily.

Class of the Week 
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To promote healthy eating and good table manners, pupils who demonstrate excellent 
behaviour, eating habits and manners during snack time and lunch time throughout the 
week, are invited to eat snack on the ‘Top Table’ at the end of the week. These pupils 
also receive 25 additional House points each.
 
On Thursday Mrs Stuart enjoyed eating snack with the following pupils from Reception, 
Key Stage 1 and 2:
 
Reception Turtles: Turki
Reception Sharks: Bilal
Reception Dolphins: Ayan
Year 1 Meerkats: Maryam Al N
Year 1 Giraffes: Ameera
Year 2 Lions: Jana
Year 2 Tigers: MK
Year 3M: Fatma
Year 4H: Samira

Top Table
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Community Events

Below is a list of upcoming events in Doha that our parent community have shared:
 
Syria Matters Exhibition: 18th November 2018 – 30th April 2019 at the Museum of 
Islamic Art
 
Qatar International Food Festival: 21st March – 30th March at Oxygen Park  
 
"Cinq De Coeur" Group Show: 23rd March at Katara Drama Theatre
 
If you know of any events planned for the future, please let us know so we can pass this 
information to our school community.

RGS Diary Dates

24th March – 28th March: Qatar National School Accreditation (QNSA) inspection.
 
25th March: Key Stage 3 - Qatar Stock Exchange Talk
 
26th March: Key Stage 3 - Qatar Stock Exchange Visit
 
28th March: A Night at the Musicals
 
31st March – 4th April: Arts Week
 
3rd April: Parents’ Monthly Coffee Morning
 
3rd April: Uniform Sale
 
4th April: Reception Turtles - Class Assembly
 
4th April: Last day of Term 2 (School closes at 12.00pm)


