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Welcome  
from the  

Head of School

This yearbook marks the end of another 
successful year at the Royal Grammar School 
Guildford in Qatar. It provides us with an 
opportunity to reflect on everything that has 
been achieved and share some of the most 
memorable moments from the past year. 

I look back with enormous pride at all 
that has been achieved at the RGS through 
team work, perseverance, dedication, and 
a firm belief that we are creating something 
very special here. Over the past year I have 
observed the many developments within our 
school, the outstanding academic and social 
progress of our pupils, and the togetherness 
of our community. I believe we should all be 
very proud. 



Looking through the yearbook reminds us of the many 
highlights of the past year and no doubt every member of our 
school community will have their own favourite. However, as 
I turn the pages, what stands out for me are the many smiling 
faces looking out from those pages. The RGS is indeed a happy 
place to be and this was confirmed during our visit from the 
Education Development Trust this year who stated “this is a 
very happy school in which the needs of children are at the 
heart of everything it does.”

We are proud to be members of the Council of British 
International Schools (COBIS), British Schools in the Middle 
East (BSME) and Education Development Trust (EDT). This 
year we enjoyed a successful COBIS Compliance visit which 
confirmed our high standards and we are looking forward to 
completing the International Schools Quality Mark (ISQM) and 
British Schools Overseas (BSO) accreditations next year.   

I am fortunate to have a skilled team of teachers and support 
staff at the RGS and the progress of our pupils is testament to 
the dedication and professionalism of our team who support 
the pupils to achieve the best they can as individuals.

As a community we have grown and developed into an 
active and vibrant group and I am extremely grateful to all 
of our parents for both their energy and unfailing support, 
whether helping with the organisation of our school events or 
supporting their child in classroom activities. We believe that 
our relationship with parents is central to the success of the 
school and that parental involvement is vitally important.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our whole school 
community; academic, administrative and facilities staff, 
governors, parents and pupils for their continued hard work 
and dedication. Everyone involved in school life continues to 
work together to provide the best learning environment and 
education for all our pupils. 

It is indeed the pupils who are at the centre of all that we do 
here at the RGS. Activities throughout the year have enriched 
our pupils learning experience and this yearbook highlights 
how our diverse curriculum, together with activities and whole 
school events has helped to develop every pupil in our school.

So much of what is important about school life actually 
happens outside of the academic curriculum and the 
classroom. This year pupils across the school have taken part 
in performances and sporting events, as well as whole school 
celebrations such as International Day and Qatar National Day, 
which have been enjoyed by our whole school community. The 
Key Stage 2 performance of The Lion King was outstanding and 
highlighted just how far our pupils have progressed since the 
start of the school year. We’ve had ICT Week, Mother Language 
Day, Book Week, Health Week and Sports Day, Maths Week, 
Arts Week, Science and Technology Week... I could go on! 

From speaking with the pupils themselves, trips and 
residentials always feature highly on the list of favourite 
memories of the year. These trips provide pupils with the 
opportunity to consolidate their learning and challenge 
themselves in a variety of ways, whether physically, mentally 
or socially. I have been very proud of the way our pupils 
have conducted themselves when outside of school. From 

our youngest pupils in Nursery through to Year 6, all have 
represented the RGS to the highest standard. 

This year has also seen pupils taking on greater responsibility 
for the running and development of our school. House 
Captains were introduced at the start of the year and have 
helped ensure the House system continues to develop and 
that pupils across the school are integrated into their Houses. 
The School Council was also formed this year, providing 
pupils with an opportunity to make real changes to our 
school. Throughout the year they introduced a whole school 
recycling scheme and held numerous events to raise money 
to create a school garden. 

Looking ahead to next year we will welcome many more 
families to our school as the RGS continues to grow and 
develop. I feel incredibly proud to be part of this school and 
look forward to both the challenges and rewards that the next 
academic year will bring.

Thank you again to everyone for their hard work, support and 
positivity which has helped make this year another highly 
successful one at the RGS. Each year we build on what has 
gone before as the school develops and next year will be no 
different. I wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday and 
I look forward to seeing you in August ready for another 
exciting year.

Mr. Alistair Downs

Head of School 
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Seahorses Class

Nursery

We started the year learning all about ‘Ourselves.’ 
We thought about what makes us special and 
how we use our hands, eyes and ears in school. 
We loved making funky glasses and huge listening 
ears to help us. We also learned about the senses, 
smell and touch whilst we enjoyed making delicious 
strawberry milk, just like Oliver in our story ‘Oliver’s 
Milkshake’. 

As part of our learning about Ourselves we 
thought about how to stay safe and all the people 
who help us to do that. We learned a lot about 
the ambulance service and created our own air 
ambulance like the ones that are used in Qatar. We 
loved looking at maps of Qatar and the world so 
much that we made our own maps in role play to 
help the pilots find the patients. 

Throughout the year Seahorses class have certainly 
used their imaginations. We travelled to our 
favourite places all over the world in a giant hot 
air balloon (with a little help from green screen!!) 
and ventured deep under the sea in our own yellow 
submarine to discover creatures like the dugong 
living deep within our sea. We even went on safari 
to find lions, zebras, monkeys and many more 
animals hiding in our outdoor area. 

This year has been a fantastic start to school life, 
creating the foundations needed for each child 
to learn successfully throughout the rest of their 

school journey. Every day has been filled with 
laughter, learning and adventure which has been 
enjoyed immensely by both pupils and adults!

There have been so many fantastic memories in 
Seahorses Class, that it’s hard to pick my favourite! 
Whilst learning about growing I really enjoyed 
seeing the children acting out the story of Jack 
and the Beanstalk with big booming voices for the 
giant. I loved being invited to watch the shows 
performed on the Seahorses Stage, creating weird 
and wonderful pictures in the style of Arcimboldo, 
creating an air ambulance, and having Wouter’s 
and Dexter’s Mummies bring the ambulance 
in for a visit. I have really enjoyed seeing the 
children grow in confidence, asking if they can go 
on the big stage like the ‘big children,’ and then 
performing ‘Dear Zoo’ to a room full of children, 
teachers and parents. 

However, I think my very favourite day has to be a 
Thursday during our ‘Little Red Hen’ learning. The 
children had really engaged with the story and so 
we decided to make our own bread and butter 
with everyone helping. Throughout the day the 
children took turns, helped each other and laughed 
as they shook the cream into butter. At the end 
of the day we all sat together, helped each other 
spread the hand shaken butter on the homemade 
bread and enjoying eating what we had made. 

What a year Nursery Seahorses Class have had! Right from day one at 
school the Seahorses Class have worked together to make sure everyone 
is happy and included. We have learned what makes a good friend and 
have shown daily that we are caring, kind and helpful.

Mrs Stuart
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(Left to Right) – Abdulaziz, Nader, Amaan, Mrs. Stuart, Mrs. Gois, Maryam, Adina, Sara, Wouter, Khalifa, Mariam, Hannah, India, (Non pictured) Shaikha
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Starfish Class

Nursery

Over the year we have seen individuals develop 
through their own learning journey; whether 
physically, emotionally, socially or academically. 
The highlights are great in number and have been 
experienced by all. The year has most certainly 
been defined by smiles, special moments, and 
new experiences and adventures that will not be 
forgotten!

During our topic ‘Marvelous Me’ we enjoyed 
learning the parts of the face and creating gigantic 
junk faces made out of toys. The children loved 
sharing their silly junk portraits which created 
endless laughter! ‘Our Wonderful World’ topic 
enabled us to share the magical story of ‘The Blue 
Balloon’, which transported us beyond the land and 
far into the sky and space. With our homemade hot 
air balloons and small world rockets we imagined 
journeys through the clouds that reached far 
beyond the stars. 

Then, back to earth, our topic of ‘People Who 
Help Us’ gave us wonderful real-life experiences 

of different professions and the importance of 
community workers. Learning about the wider 
world continued during our topic ‘How Does Your 
Garden Grow?’ Collectively, we grew flowers, 
carrots and our very own beanstalks! The weather 
offered a perfect temperature to regularly learn 
outdoors and to both explore and care for 
our plants. In class we sang songs and made 
various crafts related to ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, 
transforming our classroom into a canopy of green. 

Arts Week was certainly a highlight of the year! 
One could only marvel at how the children brought 
our classroom to life through artwork in the style 
of Romero Britto. Towards the end of the school 
year the children bravely presented an assembly on 
the ‘Gingerbread Man’ with songs and a play. 

Congratulations Starfish Class; you have enjoyed 
a wonderful year full of discovery, friendship, love 
and joy. Be proud and celebrate your achievements, 
and take forward your love for learning to 
Reception next year.

(Left to Right) – Ahmed, Maryam, Kinza, Ayan, Rayana, Yahya, Miss Min, Dexter, Mrs. Ferreras, Saad, Aayah, Hanadi, Ethan, Ali, (Non pictured) Bilal

I feel very fortunate to have taught such a warm and friendly group 
of children this year. It has been a pleasure to observe unique talents, 
interests and personalities come together as the children have developed 
friendships and learnt alongside each other. 

Miss Min
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The children have enjoyed learning about each 
of our topics throughout the year, including 
‘Superheroes’, ‘People Who Help Us’ and ‘Toys’. 
Role Play has been a favourite activity for the 
Turtles as they have developed their speaking 
and listening skills and ability to work alongside 
each other. They loved playing in the ‘Superhero 
Headquarters’ and discovered how important each 
person is in our community and how they help 
us. During the topic on toys the children learnt 
about money while working in the toy shop and 
they enjoyed being chefs, waiters, waitresses and 
customers in our class restaurant! Towards the end 
of the year our classroom was transformed into a 
pirate ship for the children to hunt for treasure! 

The progress the children have made in Maths 

and English has been amazing to witness. At the 
start of the year some children were just starting 
to recognise their names, however now they are 
reading books and developing their writing! It has 
been a privilege to teach each and every one of 
the children and see how they have made such 
excellent progress.

My favourite part of the school year would have 
to be Qatar National Day. It was amazing to be 
able to take part and celebrate the culture of 
Qatar as a community. This is something many of 
the children and I had not experienced before and 
it was a very special day.  

I wish the children every success for Year 1.

Reception Turtles have been very busy throughout the school year as 
they have explored a wide range of activities linked to different topics. 
The children are so passionate and enthusiastic about school life as there 
is always something fun to get involved in. They love coming to school 
and I have really enjoyed getting to know the children and seeing them 
grow and develop. As the year has progressed, friendships have developed 
and personalities have shone through.

Turtles Class

Reception

Miss McGartland
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(Left to Right) –  Al Dana, Essa, Saleh, Romeya, Aly, Anmar, Mrs. Reyes, Miss McGartland, Youssef, Taym, Yusra, Ssanyu, Abraham, Maryam, (Non pictured) Amirah, Quinishaa
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Our first topic was ‘Superheroes’ which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone! We created a 
‘Superhero Headquarters’ in the role play area, 
made superhero masks, and practiced our counting 
with superheroes! We also went on a trip to 
Barzan Park where the children and staff became 
superheroes for the day. The children took part 
in various activities including hunting for hidden 
superheroes and practicing superhero climbing skills 
on the equipment.  

During our topic ‘People Who Help Us’, we visited 
different classrooms and offices to find all the 
people in our school who help us. We also took 
another trip outside of school to visit Kidzmondo 
where the children tried different roles including 
firefighters, police officers and paramedics. 

As part of our work on ‘Toys’ we held a Teddy Bears 
Picnic and invited parents along to enjoy it with us.  
In preparation for this we learnt songs and dances, 
created picnic blankets practicing our repeating 
patterns and even wrote invitations to parents. Our 
teddies came along for the picnic too! 

Later in the year during ‘Food Glorious Food’, we 
started learning about ways to keep our body 
healthy. Our role play area was turned into a 
restaurant where the children became the chefs, 
waiters, cleaners and customers. In literacy lessons 
the children even designed their own menus! 
During this term we also held Health Week which 
was my favouirte part of the whole year. The 
children embraced the change in routine and 
Dolphins enjoyed taking part in many different 
activities. We were given the opportunity to 
try yoga and dance, make smoothies and taste 
a variety of different fruits and vegetables. We 
especially enjoyed the morning dancing with Mr. 
McCullagh and Mr. Downs! 

During our final topic about ‘Pirates’ we held a 
pirate party. The children dressed as pirates and 
looked for treasure after playing pirate games. It 
was a great day!

I am proud of the progress Reception Dolphins 
have made and I am sure they will enjoy Year 1 
and continue to develop in a positive way.

This year Reception Dolphins have enjoyed many amazing activities, 
special days and adventures. As the year has progressed the children 
have formed close friendships with each other and are now able to play 
and learn as a class very well.

Dolphins Class

Reception

(Left to Right)   

Nawaf, Moza, Elias, Isabelle, Heba, Jassim, Miss Morris, Yasser, Miss Repato, Leonidas, Emma, Rhiane, Omar, Hamad, Sharifa, (Non pictured) Abdulaziz, Ameera

Miss Morris
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Early Years Trips
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“The opportunities and experiences 
gained from these trips have helped 
bring learning to life.”

Mrs Stuart, Deputy Head
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‘Animals’ was one of our favourite topics this year 
as we learnt all about different groups of animals 
such as reptiles, amphibians, mammals, fish and 
birds. We learnt so much and used everything we 
learnt during our Animals topic to perform our Year 
1 assembly. We loved sharing all the information we 
had learnt and singing songs about animals. 

Our school trips to Aspire Park and Al Khor Park 
were certainly highlights of the year. The pupils 
loved these opportunities to learn outside the 

classroom and it was great to see the animals 
up close. Everyone in the Year 1 Meerkats also 
enjoyed Health Week. From making delicious 
fruit smoothies to the excitement of being able 
to bring their own bikes or scooters to school on 
‘Movement Monday!’

It’s been a fantastic year full of many exciting and 
memorable learning opportunities! Good Luck to 
the pupils as they move to Year 2. 

(Left to Right) – Ceylin, Jasmin, Malek, Faris, Christine, Gunavardhan, Ethan, Lamar, Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Laroza, Jana, Aisha, Mariam, Musnad, Layla, Reemas,  

(Non pictured) Meyran, Miss Wheeler

What an amazing year the Year 1 Meerkats and I have had at the RGS! 
Together we have enjoyed a wide variety of learning opportunities both 
in and out of the classroom. We have explored healthy habits during 
Health Week, had fun with numbers during Maths Week, learnt about the 
world and various cultures on International Day, celebrated Qatar and its 
history on Qatar National Day, and much more. The whole year has been 
filled with engaging and fun learning opportunities and the pupils have 
made wonderful progress. 

Year 1
Meerkats Class

Miss Wheeler
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Year 1
Giraffes Class

Year 1 Giraffes have been a special class for me because they 
have been my first class working overseas. Despite being from 
different countries and backgrounds they have made some  
lovely friendships and they are a fantastic blend of personalities. 
It has been a delight to teach the pupils as they have treated 
each other with compassion, respect and admiration. Their 
eagerness to learn, combined with hard work has led to some 
phenomenal progress. 

The array of such wondrous topics has enabled the pupils to 
really engage with their learning. ‘All About Me’ started the year 
off as the pupils explored the human body and our senses.  
During our next topic the pupils looked at their own locality of 
Qatar. They found learning about the country they live in to be 
endlessly fascinating, as they did during our topic on ‘Space’ later 
in the year. I think the whole class want to be the next  
pioneering inter galactic traveller! 

We have had some amazing moments and the year has been 
filled with fantastic opportunities for us all. My favourite part of 
the year was taking the pupils on educational visits to Aspire Park 
and Al Khor Park. Seeing the pupils interact with each other and 
observing how beautifully they conducted themselves made me 
realise that not only have they grown so much academically but 
they have also grown as human beings as well. 

I wish everyone from Year 1 Giraffes the best of luck in the future.

I write this with a heavy heart as it signifies 
that the end of the current school year is 
upon us. As you watch the pupils grow from 
lesson to lesson, day to day, week to week 
and from month to month they fill you with 
so much pride that you don’t want to part 
with them. 

Mr Walsh
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(Left to Right) – Basheera, Reem, Abdulla, MK, Resal, Andrew, Mr Walsh, Mrs. Santos, Wali, Fatima, Seba, Mazen, Turki, Ayah, (Non pictured) Alexandra, Abdulaziz, Essa, Ava
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(Left to Right) – Mohammed, Rashid, Fatma, Rayyan, Mrs. Tindguan, Miss Keay, Rhiley, Maryam, Tameem

We started the year with our first topic ‘Dinosaur 
Dig’ during which we enjoyed travelling back in 
time to find out more about dinosaurs. Later in 
Term 1 we moved to our topic ‘Flight and Travel’ 
which focused on the different ways in which travel 
and transport have changed through the years. We 
learnt how the car has changed in the years since 
it was first invented and all agreed that our present 
cars are more suitable to travel around! 

After the new year we focused on our next topic 
‘Under the Sea’ and enjoyed a fantastic trip to 
the ‘Underwater Bubble Theatre.’ We used our 
geography and enquiry skills a lot during Term 2 to 
learn about the world we live in. We learnt about 
the seven continents and the countries within these 
throughout our ‘What a Wonderful World’ topic. 
Finally in Term 3, pupils became great historians 
during their learning about castles for our ‘Towers, 
Tunnels and Turrets’ topic. 

In addition to our half termly topic based 
learning, we have enjoyed the many learning 
opportunities provided to us through events 
such as IT Week, Maths Week, Book Week and 
Health Week. We also enjoyed some wonderful 
celebrations such as Qatar National Day and 
International Day.

It was indeed International Day which was my 
favourite part of the year. It was wonderful to 
watch the pupils represent their home countries 
alongside their families. The whole day was filled 
with joy and pride as we celebrated together 
and enjoyed lots of different activities, as well as 
trying out all of the amazing international food!

It has been a privilege to teach each and every 
one of the children in Year 2 Lions and I thank 
them for giving me such a special first year at 
the RGS.

What a fantastic year it has been for the Year 2 Lions! From start to end, the 
year has been filled with memorable experiences as the pupils have grown 
and matured during their own individual learning journeys. 

Year 2
Lions Class

Miss Keay
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Wow! What a wonderful year it has been in Year 3 and 4 Edison Class. The year 
has been actioned packed and full of many successes and wonderful memories.

Year 3&4
Edison Class

One of our favourite topics was back in Term 
1 when we explored different technological 
advances through the ages. We studied the book 
‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes from which the 
pupils producing some wonderful writing that was 
used during our class assembly. It was fantastic 
to see work written by the pupils themselves 
being performed. Developing performance skills 
has been a big part of our year as we have had 
homework projects focusing on learning stories 
and poems and then reading them aloud.

Over the year there have been many days and 
weeks dedicated to enrichment activities. These 
have included International Day, Health Week and 
Book Week. We looked amazing in the outfits we 
wore for Qatar National Day and I had great fun 
being shown how to wear the ghutra! However, 
one event that truly stood out was Arts Week. 
For this we studied the expressionist and abstract 

artist Jackson Pollock. It was fantastic to see the 
pupils learning how to mix colours and creating so 
many different shades of colours. We spoke about 
what the colours might mean and tried many of the 
techniques used by Jackson Pollock himself. The end 
results were stunning, yet what I enjoyed most was 
seeing another side of the pupils and watch those 
who thought they couldn’t paint or ‘do art’ become 
proud of their own creations and see themselves as 
artists.

I feel fortunate to have taught Year 3 and 4 Edison 
Class this year. Mrs Castro and I have been very 
impressed with the hard work and enthusiasm of the 
pupils and their willingness to continue using the 
skills learned, not only in school, but at home as well.

Thank you Edison Class for the wonderful memories 
this year!

Mr Trace

(Left to Right) – Karl, Khaled, Muhammad, Afrani, Adam, Al Jazy, Sultan, Mr. Trace, Sarah, Mrs. Castro, Alya, Noah, Mahmoud Zeineldeen, Bilal, Sultan, Khalifa, Khalifa
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(Non pictured) Umair, Zainab
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(Left to Right) 

Haneen, Suereya, Khalid, Saif, Khaled, Zaynab, Mrs. Gutierrez, Miss Kelly, Mrs. Castro, Turki, Hessah, Ssuubi, Zaid, (Non pictured) Aljazi, Almaha, Ahmed

Our school is home to young singers, dancers, 
artists, musicians, actors, academics and athletes, 
and over the year the Year 5 and 6 pupils have  
had the opportunity to shine and show their 
amazing talents.  

To kick start the year our pupils fully immersed 
themselves in our ‘Going Green’ topic. They 
researched the positive impact recycling is having 
on our world and, together with the School Council, 
issued every teacher with a recycling bin and asked 
our parent community to also get involved! It was 
wonderful to see how much the pupils cared for our 
world and that they actually decided to act on this. 

During Arts Week we studied the abstract artist 
Kandinsky. Kandinsky listened to music whilst 
creating his masterpieces so the pupils did the 
same. We discussed how music can impact your 
mood and how you can express yourself through 

different shades of colours and shapes. The 
pupils created their own masterpieces and each 
piece has its own story to tell. 

My favourite part of this year was Health 
Week. Health Week provided the pupils an 
opportunity to showcase talents I had never 
seen before. From their amazing dance moves 
during Morning Exercise to skateboarding skills 
on ‘Movement Monday’ and their desire to give 
everything on Sports Day.

Well done to Year 5 and 6 for all your amazing 
hard work throughout the year and for the 
great tenacity and enthusiasm you have shown 
in everything you have done. I am so proud of 
your many achievements over the year and your 
various accomplishments. 

Thank you for a fantastic and enjoyable year!

What an amazing year we had in Year 5 and 6 in Einstein class. I feel the 
RGS has an inspirational learning environment which the Year 5 and 6 
pupils have thrived in.

Year 5&6
Einstein Class

Miss Kelly
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KEY STAGE 2 PRODUCTION



27

“We were incredibly proud 
of the pupils who showed 
such confidence on stage 
performing to an audience.”

Mr Trace & Miss Kelly
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“I have been very proud 
of the way our pupils have 
conducted themselves when 
outside of school.”

Key Stage 1 & 2 Trips

Mr Downs, Head of School
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This year our Year 5 & 6 residential trip was to  
Sri Lanka. The children had an amazing time... here 
are some of their memories. 
‘Playing in the waves was AWESOME, I have never seen waves that 
big before!’ – Saif, Year 5 

‘Today I had the best day of my life.’ – Zaid, Year 6

‘I had a great day and I loved our tea party.’ – Suereya, Year 6 

‘I had so much fun playing in the massive waves it was the best day 
of my life!’ – Turki, Year 5

‘I loved the bike ride, we got to see so many animals and drank 
from the delicious coconuts.’ – Khaled, Year 5

‘My favorite part was the surfing. It was so much fun!’ – Zaid, Year 6

‘I enjoyed the trip so much. My favourite day was every day and  
the reason is because every day had something new. I also enjoyed 
the travel; it is an experience I will never forget and treasure forever. 
It was AMAZING.’ – Suereya, Year 6

‘I really loved the bicycle ride but my favourite part was the waves.’ 
– Ahmed, Year 5

‘My favourite part was jumping in the waves but I also enjoyed 
surfing, helping all the kids, cooking, eating pizza and drinking 
coconut water.’ – Ssuubi, Year 5

Year 5 & 6 Residential
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There is a wonderful relationship between the parents 
of pupils and teachers at the RGS and this is a genuine 
partnership, focused on supporting each individual pupil. 

There are many things that have stood out this year. We 
have admired many events that have taken place such as 
Mother Language Day and International Day which enriched 
our knowledge of different cultures. We also can’t forget 
Qatar National Day which was a wonderful day for our whole 

community. This day included different performances and 
activities for our pupils to enjoy and brought our community 
together. However, if there were to be one thing that is a 
highlight it would certainly be seeing our pupils growing, 
developing and progressing throughout the year. 

Pupils who have attended Arabic and Islamic Studies lessons 
have worked hard throughout the year and shown respect for 
their teachers and enthusiasm for learning.  

The RGS is our second home. We feel privileged to be part of the community and full with joy 
everyday as we make our way to school.

Marhaba!

The Art of Language

Mrs Ghabbach and Mrs Mousa
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This year has been my first 
year in Qatar having joined the 
school in August 2017 after 
working as a teacher in Abu 
Dhabi. The RGS is a great school 
and it has been a pleasure to 
teach keen, motivated and 
excited pupils. 

The pupils have helped me improve my 
teaching practice by being so willing to 
learn and help others once they have 
mastered certain skills themselves. I enjoy 
teaching across all year groups and have 
especially enjoyed working with Early Years 
this year; learning how these young minds 
develop and assisting their educational 
development. 

International Day was my favourite day 
here at the RGS. I was thrilled by the fact 
that parents, staff and pupils made so 
much effort and it really was a fantastic 
cultural experience. I learned about food, 
clothes, culture and music in other parts 
of the world and can’t wait to see what 
next academic year brings for that day in 
particular. I will have to choose another 
country to dress up as and think of more 
activities to entertain the children with! 
Similarly, Qatar National Day opened my 
mind to the wonderful Qatari culture in 
which I have been placed. It was lovely to 
see the staff and pupils in National Day 
clothes and/or traditional Middle Eastern 
dress. 

I really like how our community is so 
supportive of one another here at the 
RGS. We want the pupils to feel welcome 
at school and the community feel is 
something that makes our school stand out. 

Next year will bring more joy, happiness 
and academic progress. I look forward to 
continuing to work with our current pupils 
and meeting our first cohort of senior 
school pupils.

Bonjour

Miss Kepple
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One memory I will certainly cherish is witnessing the progress 
made by our Year 5 and 6 ukulele players throughout the 
year. At the beginning of the school year none of the pupils 
had ever played an instrument before and so we began by 
learning some basic chords. Eventually this led to an assembly 
performance of the pop song ‘Hey Soul Sister,’ which wowed 
the audience and I am sure inspired some of our younger 
pupils. The Year 5 and 6 pupils then challenged themselves 
even further as they wrote their own pop songs; considering 
how different chords could be used to create songs with 
different moods. Towards the end of the year we focused 
on classical music and began learning an arrangement of 
‘Pachelbel’s Canon’ as an ensemble for their ukuleles. They 
found this very difficult at first but it was incredible seeing it 
slowly progress and finally come together at the end of the 
term. Well done Year 5 and 6, you should be very proud of the 
progress you have made!

In Early Years, Reception have impressed us with a number 
of performances over the school year, including songs for 
International Day, their Teddy Bear’s Picnic, and Arts Week. 
Pupils also learned a series of songs that told the story of 
‘Little Red Riding Hood’ with fabulous singing, awesome 
actions and creative body percussion. Nursery have also 

shown some fantastic progress this year and confidence to 
perform in front of our whole school. With their spectacular 
blend of personalities and eagerness to try everything new 
in music, their lessons are always fun, entertaining and leave 
me smiling at the end. Seeing the growth in the confidence 
of our young learners from now compared to the start of the 
year is inspiring.

The performances we put on during Qatar National Day 
were more of my personal highlights. Year 1 displayed 
excellent rhythmical abilities with their drumming 
performance, inspired by some of the drumming 
performances heard at Souq Waqif, whilst year 2, 3 and 4 
impressed us with their song about Qatar. They were great 
performances and the whole day itself highlighted the best 
things about being part of the RGS community.  

It has been a wonderful year with too many great memories 
to fit into this yearbook. The pupils have definitely made a 
big impression on me! All the pupils have impressed me with 
their continued hard work and progress. Well done everybody 
at the RGS this year, I look forward to seeing your continued 
progress next year!

There have been so many examples of great work from pupils this year and lots of 
fantastic memories, it’s hard to pick out some of the highlights!

Mr Woodhouse 

Listen to the Music
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“...Seeing the growth in the 
confidence of our young learners 
from now compared to the start of 
the year is inspiring.”

Mr Woodhouse, Music Teacher
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I have had an amazing year teaching at the RGS, and 
as a result it has been incredibly difficult to select my 
favourite moments. 
However, the significant progress made by our swimmers is certainly one 
of the highlights. Many of our pupils were quite apprehensive at the start 
of the first lesson but the pupils have developed their water confidence and 
a number of them are now swimming full lengths of the pool with ease. 
The progress of our pupils has filled me with great pride and I feel privileged 
to have had such an active involvement in developing this area of the 
curriculum at the RGS. 

My involvement in organising Health Week was another highlight. It 
provided pupils the opportunity to showcase talents I had never seen before. 
From their amazing yoga moves with Miss Morris to their silky cycling skills 
on ‘Movement Monday’, it was a great week. Most importantly however 
it demonstrated our pupils’ willingness to try new things and escape their 
comfort zone.

The week was of great educational benefit as the pupils learnt about 
nutrition and healthy eating and the importance of regular exercise. We also 
had a visit from Hamad Ambulance Service who taught our pupils essential 
life skills such as CPR and the recovery position.

During Sports Day it was fantastic to see all year groups taking part in a 
wide variety of athletics events. The healthy rivalry between the House 
teams certainly made for an exciting morning of sports! Witnessing great 
sportsmanship and pupils who had worked hard to achieve podium places 
in their respective races was wonderful to see. I took great delight in putting 
the medals around their necks and congratulating them for doing so well.

Outside of school the RGS pupils have competed in a number of sporting 
fixtures, ranging from fun runs and competitive 3km events to team 
tournaments such as football and dodgeball. During these sporting fixtures 
the pupils exemplary behaviour and conduct has made me very proud. 

It has been a wonderful year and all the pupils have impressed me with their 
continued passion for sport and physical activity. There has been significant 
progress as a result of sustained levels of hard work and effort and I hope to 
see this continue so that they are lifelong participants of sport.

Congratulations to all the pupils at the RGS this year. Thank you for your 
effort and I look forward to seeing your continued progress next year.

On your marks, get set, GO!

Mr McCullagh
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“Pupils have impressed me with 
their continued passion for sport 
and physical activity.”

Mr McCullagh, PE Teacher
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Mr Downs, Head of School

“Our blend of nationalities and cultures 
made International Day at the RGS a 
memorable experience for all.”

Celebrating International Day
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“The wealth of resources and 
opportunities provided by the 
RGS help our pupils to gain 
confidence and learn skills way 
beyond average expectations. 
From coding to green screening, 
the RGS equip children to 
thrive in the ever changing 
world of technology.” 

Mrs Stuart, Deputy Head

Experiencing Technology during
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 IT Week
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Mrs Ghabbach,  
Arabic & Islamic Studies Coordinator

“We recognised the wonderful 
country we call home by celebrating 
Qatar National Day.” 

We Love Qatar National Day
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Marvellous Maths Week
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Miss Keay, Maths Coordinator

“Maths is all around us and is used 
in our everyday lives. It is essential 
pupils develop confidence in this key 
area of learning.” 
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“Health Week supported our 
pupils to understand the 
importance of a healthy balanced 
diet and regular exercise.”

Mr Downs, Head of School

Feeling great for Health
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Week
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Mr McCullagh, PE Teacher

“Witnessing great sportsmanship and 
pupils who had worked hard to achieve 
podium places in their respective races was 
wonderful to see” 

Sports Day Spectacular!
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Family Fun for everyone!
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Mrs Muller, Parents’ Association Secretary

“We are looking forward to having 
more events like this as our RGS 
family grows.” 
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The great adventures of Book
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Week
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“We painted in rainbow 
colours to make people smile.” 

Nader, Nursery Seahorses

Getting creative for Arts Week
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Fun Times!  Extra Curricular Activities
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Mr Downs, Head of School

“We believe that an all-round 
education should offer each child the 
opportunity to try as many activities 
as possible in order to develop varied 
and balanced interests in life.”
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The spirit of the RGS House
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Teams
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Mr Walsh, Pupil Welfare  Coordinator

Ssuubi, Noah, Rashid, MK and Layla 
have achieved a great deal this year and 
should be very proud of themselves.”

Making a Difference – The School



61

 Council
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“We believe that our relationship 
with parents is central to 
the success of the school and 
that parental involvement is 
vitally important. The Parents’ 
Association have worked tirelessly 
to ensure we have a strong 
community at the RGS.”

Our Parent Community

Mr Downs, Head of School
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Mr Downs, Head of School

“Everyone involved in school life continues 
to work together to provide the best 
learning environment and education for 
all our pupils.”

People who help us



65



66

Haneen 
I have really enjoyed my first year at the RGS. One 
of my favourite events was Health Week because I 
got two 1st place medals during Sports Day. I also 
really enjoyed International Week as we got to try 
lots of amazing food at the international buffet 
and we also got to sing the Hello song. I have 
enjoyed really fun trips to the Museum and Qatar 
Scientific Club.  

I feel I have really improved in P.E during the 
year. At the start of the year I couldn’t catch a 
ball or play football but now I have helped assist 
my team in winning bench ball and I scored 
a goal against Zaid! I am also really proud of 
my achievements in music. I found playing the 
Ukulele really hard but now I have actually started 
writing my own songs. Finally, I have improved a 
lot in Arabic. In Term 1 I found it difficult to read 
in Arabic but I feel much more confident now and 
continue to improve every week.  

Khalid
I have had a great time at the RGS. My favourite 
part of the year was Health Week. Soccer Sunday 
was the best day of my life as I got to practice lots 
of different skills and then finished with a mini 
tournament. It was so much fun!

I’m proud of a million things throughout this 
year. The thing I am proudest of is my progress in 
Arabic as at the beginning of the year I struggled 
to understand certain things due to different 
tenses but now I am achieving good grades and 
hopefully this will continue. 

Year 6 Memories...
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Suereya 

My time at RGS has been wonderful: a mixture of 
extraordinary and memorable moments. We have 
had lots of great experiences on school trips as 
well as unique school events. My favourite part 
has been playing the part of Zazu in the Lion King 
end of year play. Although it has taken a lot of 
time and effort it has given me and everyone else 
an opportunity to shine. 

When we started rehearsing for the school play 
I was really nervous about being on stage. Once 
we started practicing my stage-fright lessened 
tremendously. I have also improved in Arabic. At 
the start of the year I couldn’t speak a word of 
Arabic, not even the basics, but now I am able to 
speak simple sentences. This school has helped 
me achieve my goals and do myself proud. I have 
learnt from my mistakes; gradually improving 
each day. 

Zaid 
I have had a great time this year at the RGS. 
My favourite experience this year was the 
residential trip to Sri Lanka. We had such an 
amazing time surfing, drinking coconuts, riding 
bikes and wave jumping. I also really enjoyed 
Sports Day when I won two 1st place medals; 
one for hurdles and one for long distance.  

I am extremely proud of how I have improved 
in maths, mental maths, fractions and angles. 
I now enjoy maths which I didn’t previously. I 
am also proud of my achievements in music. 
I was terrible at the start of the year but with 
determination I have improved and I will 
continue to try my best.  
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