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This Year Book marks the end of a successful first 
year at The Royal Grammar School, Guildford in 
Qatar (RGSGQ). It provides us with an opportunity 
to reflect on everything that has been achieved and 
share some of the most memorable moments from 
the past year.

It has been a busy and challenging year, but 
seeing the School grow and our pupils develop has 
been immensely rewarding and something that 
I feel privileged to have been part of. Our school 
has continued to grow and develop, providing 
a vibrant and exciting atmosphere for pupils to 
explore learning opportunities with their friends 
and teachers. It has been only ten months since 
our school opened and in this short time a huge 
amount has been achieved. When I look back at 
how the School has developed and the progress 
pupils have made, I believe our whole school 
community should be very proud.  

The year started with us welcoming our first 
pupils to school. Children from Nursery to Year 2 
arrived and soon settled into their new classrooms 
alongside their teachers. During the first term 
we also celebrated International Day and Qatar 
National Day which were two of the most 
memorable whole school events of the year.

Our arrival in Qatar was acknowledged by the 
Qatar British Business Forum awarding us the 
prestigious title of ‘QBBF Start Up Business of 
the Year 2016’ at their annual awards ceremony 
held in November 2016 and attended by the 
British Ambassador to Qatar. We were also proud 
to become members of the Council of British 
International Schools (COBIS) and British Schools 
in the Middle East (BSME); accolades which are 
a great honor and a result of the hard work and 
dedication shown by our whole school community 
to deliver the outstanding education we have 
brought to Qatar. 

More whole school events were held in Term 
2 providing opportunities for our entire school 
community to join together. Despite the unseasonal 
weather our Family Day was a wonderful event 
full of fun, games and lots of great activities for 
children to enjoy. Health Week was a great success 
with lots of enjoyable activities taking place to 
promote regular exercise and a healthy, balanced 
diet. Nettles were crowned Sports Day Champions 
and at the end of the school year we discovered 
which House was awarded the 2017 House Trophy. 
Book Week focused on the importance of reading 

and the enjoyment it brings us. It was a fantastic week with the 
highlight being the ‘Book Character Parade’ which saw teachers and 
children dressing up in some outstanding costumes!

As we moved through Term 3 teachers continued to plan exciting 
and engaging topic based activities for pupils and we held our very 
successful Art Week. Learning continued to be consolidated and 
ventured outside the classroom through a wide range of extra-
curricular activities. I am looking forward to the next academic 
year when the range of activities offered will increase further as we 
welcome new pupils and staff members to our school. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to our entire school community 
for their hard work and support since September 2016. Teaching and 
administrative staff, parents and facilities staff all play an important 
role at our school.  It is essential that everyone involved in school 
life works together to create the best possible learning environment 
for all pupils and I am delighted that we have such a strong and 
dedicated team at the RGSGQ. The success of our school is due to 
the hard work of everyone involved. 

Looking ahead to the next academic year we will welcome many 
more families to our school as we open the full Primary School from 
Nursery to Year 6. Our teachers are busy developing the curriculum 
further, to ensure we provide an outstanding education to all pupils 
with a growing number of educational visits, extra-curricular activities 
and events taking place to extend the creative, topic based curriculum 
being taught in every classroom. 

The Royal Grammar School, Guildford in Qatar, is indeed an exciting 
place to be and I look forward to both the challenges and rewards 
that the next academic year will bring. I look forward to welcoming 
pupils, parents and staff back to school in September for what I’m 
sure will be another exciting year.

Alistair Downs, Head of School

Welcome from 
the Head of 
School
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From the 
Beginning...

RGS Guildford International had contemplated for several 
years on where best to expand their educational and academic 
experience; and whilst having been approached by dozens 
of international schools including China, India, Russia, the 
Middle East and South America, none of these offered the 
management structure which would ensure the RGS remained 
true to its vision, values, ethos and exceptional high standards 
of academic excellence for which the RGS name was 
synonymous.

When approached by Qatari company, Al Qamra Holding 
Group in 2015, the RGS Guildford governing body had no 
hesitation in forming a long-term partnership with the Group. 
With the support of the Qatar Ministry of Education and 
Further Education, the RGS Guildford was invited to form part 
of the Ministry’s ‘Outstanding Schools’ programme and to 
work together with Al Qamra Holding Group and the Qatari 
government towards achieving Qatar’s National Vision for 
Education, 2030.  

Taking over a former independent school building in Um 
Salal Mohammed, extensive renovations began in early 2016 
and the School was formally launched on April 25th, 2016 
at the Four Seasons Hotel, Doha, with an event hosted by 
the Chairman of Al Qamra Holding Group, Mr Hamad Saleh 
al Qamra, in the presence of The Minister of Education and 
Higher Education, HE Dr Mohammed bin Abdul Wahed al 
Hammadi; the British Ambassador to Qatar HE Ajay Sharma; 
the RGS Guildford’s Chair of Governors, Mrs Sarah Creedy; 
RGS Guildford’s Headmaster, Dr Jon Cox; the RGS Guildford in 
Qatar’s Founding Principal, Mr Paul Bridges; Head of School, 
Mr Alistair Downs; Dr Hossam Mostafa, CEO of Al Qamra 
Holding Group and members of the RGS Guildford governing 
body. Several key officials attended the event, including: Mrs 
Fawzia Abdulaziz Al-Khater, Director of Education Institute at 
the Ministry of Education and Higher Education; Mr Hamad 
Al-Ghali Al-Marri, Director of The Private Schools Office at 
the Ministry of Education and Higher Education; In addition, 
members of the Qatar British Business Forum (QBBF), UK 
Trade & Investment (UKTI) and the media were also present. 

With its centuries of academic excellence in 
the UK, it has taken the RGS Guildford rather 
a long time to open another such prestigious 
School outside of the British Isles – over 500 
years to be precise!

Mr Ajay Sharma, the British Ambassador to Qatar, said 
at the inaugural event: “Qatar and Britain have always 
enjoyed close relations. I am thrilled that Britain has 
continued to support the State of Qatar with foreign 
investment, with the most recent of these being the 
opening of the RGS Guildford in Qatar – a truly iconic 
British educational institution which will open its doors to 
the students of Qatar.”

Throughout the summer of 2016 the extensive building 
works continued whilst quality learning and teaching 
resources were being sourced from the UK, along with a 
host of highly qualified British teaching staff, all of whom 
(with the exception of Mrs Pheby) relocated to Qatar 
during the summer months.  It was a busy period for all 
the RGSGQ staff, who worked around the clock to ensure 
that the classrooms were ready for our opening day. In 
one day alone we received over 5000 books for our library 

– all of which had to be unpacked and checked! 

At our Induction Morning on Sunday 25th September 
2016, Mr Bridges and Mr Downs welcomed our founding 
parents, pupils, the Chairman of Al Qamra Holding Group, 
the CEO of Al Qamra Holding Group and other dignitaries; 
and The Royal Grammar School, Guildford in Qatar was 
declared officially open for learning.  The Principal spoke 
about the high expectations that are set at the RGS, 
which ensure that all of our pupils are set on the path to a 
lifetime of success.

Monday 26th September 2016 will be assigned as one 
of the most significant dates in the history of the RGS: 
the day when our international cohort of twenty eight 
excited pupils, aged 3 to 6, put on their smart, brand-new 
uniforms and attended the first day of lessons . . . and so a 
new era of tradition begins. 

Paul Bridges, Founding Principal, Induction Morning, 26th September, 2016

“Your son or daughter has joined a community of thousands of students within the 
RGS Alumni, whose achievements both past and present are placed at the height 
of our world professions; from government to the arts, finance to engineering.”

Starting a New Tradition...
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Starfish Class

Nursery

The first term in the Nursery class was full 
of fun. We started our learning journey 
based on the topic ‘I Am Special’. We soon 
discovered that we are not only special, but 
also very friendly too! 

Our best memories of this term were of 
our trip to Barzan Park where we went on a 
treasure hunt, following shape and pattern 
clues. We also enjoyed leaning more about 
Qatar during our Qatar National Day 
celebrations.

During term 2 our favourite topic was ‘Superheroes”. We 
rescued Superworm and his friends from the evil villain 
during book week, had fun creating our own superhero 
personas, and realized that  our biggest heroes were 
those people around us who love and care for us! 

In term 3 our topic was on ‘Animals’. Our favourite 
memories were of our ‘Rumble In The Jungle’ assembly 
and our fabulous Teddy Bears’ Picnic!

Learning through play
...and exploring our 
   world with our senses(Left to Right) – Jassim, Shaymaa, Nawaf, Mrs Cope, Mrs Pheby, Maryam, Romeya, Saleh (Absent – Yasser, Omar). Teaching Assistant – Mrs Gutierrez

Developing a love of books… And a love of learning!
Omar

Yasser
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Leaps and Bounds...

We have enjoyed looking back at an amazing year! Together we chose some of our favourite moments.

Gaining confidence and self-esteem through developing 
friendships and through teamwork.

Starfish Class

Nursery
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Autumn Term

We quickly settled into school life at the RGSGQ 
and made some wonderful friendships. 

As well as being little ‘Classroom Explorers’ we 
took our first steps into phonics, and we were very 
soon blending sounds to read our first words. We 
concentrated very hard on hearing sounds in words 
and with our newly acquired knowledge on phonics 
we were soon able to start writing. Mrs Cload 
was very impressed with our attempts at cursive 
handwriting and we were all very proud of our 
written work.

Throughout the term we enjoyed our clothes topic 
and loved reading the stories of ‘The Gruffalo’ 
and ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’: we joined in with the 
repetitive language and predicted what would 
happen next in the stories.

In Maths we used songs and games to find out all 
about numbers and then had such fun exploring 
patterns and symmetry. We focused on counting 
to 20, recognising numerals, one more and one less 
and even looked at the properties of 2D and 3D 
shapes. We had to search around the classroom to 
see all the different shaped objects we could find. It 
was great fun! 

One of our favourite themes of the first term was 
‘Marvellous Me’ as it allowed us to think about 
ourselves, our friends, our families and our bodies 
and helped us to develop our confidence and 
self-awareness. We read ‘The Paper Dolls’ by Julia 
Donaldson and then made our own paper dolls.

We loved dressing up in our role play corner 
and playing with all the small world activities; 
throughout the term we became experts at cutting, 
threading, sticking, building and puzzles. 

Spring Term

Term 2 started off very Tasty as it was all about 
food. We found out where food comes from and 
thought about our favourite and least favourite 
foods. We discussed how to choose food in order 
to keep our bodies healthy and had lots of fun 
growing our own watercress. We loved the story 
of ‘Green Ham and Eggs’ by Dr.Seuss and we even 
scrambled our own eggs to see how foods change 
state when heated . . . they were delicious!

We continued to work hard on our sounds and 
writing skills by writing recipes, shopping lists and 
taking down food orders in our role play café.

(Left to Right) – Wali, Reem, Mrs Cload, Maryam, Aisha, Fareeda, Miss Burke, Malek, Jasmine, Abdulla (Absent  –  Musnad,  Basheera, Reemas). 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Cope

What a fantastic year we have had in Turtle class; we have had lots of fun 
and although much of our curriculum was based on ‘play’ centred learning 
activities, there was also a progressive movement throughout the year to 
more formalised learning as the Reception pupils prepare to enter Year 1 
and the next stage in their exciting learning journey.

In Maths we counted fruit in 1’s and 2’s and 
worked on our number formation as we started 
to write number sentences. We learnt about 
weights and capacity through cookery, and 
compared the heights and lengths of the animals 
that give us food. We were also excited to learn 
about money, which we used in our role play 
café and market stall areas. 

The term ended with Health Week and we were 
visited by our school nurse and the Hamad 
Ambulance Services, who let us climb up in to 
their ambulance and have a good look around. 
The best bit of Health Week was our Sports Day 
and we enjoyed being in our House Team colours 
and working together as teams with our friends 
in Nursery, Year 1 and Year 2.

Turtle Class

Reception
M

usnad

Reemas (standing centre)
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Turtle Class

Reception
Summer Term

Our final term was all about ‘Animals’. We thought 
carefully about the many questions we all had about 
animals and then used books and computing skills to 
research them and find out the answers for ourselves. As 
well as lots of beautiful animal artwork, we wrote our 
own animal poems and explored how to use instruments 
to put music into words. After working hard to practice, 
we joined up with the Nursery class and together we 
were all very excited to perform our ‘Animal’ assembly 
to our friends and families. Everyone agreed that we 
were true stars, our costumes were fantastic and we 
performed with confidence and style. We finished off 
the half term with a week learning about bees, exploring 
a real bee hive and tasting honey, which culminated in 
our joint fun-filled Teddy Bears’ Picnic with our Nursery 
friends.

After our half-term break we painted Aboriginal dot 
paintings of animals and made totem poles out of 
recycled materials during Art Week. We also consolidated 
our phonic knowledge and became more independent in 
our literacy writing.

In Maths we learned about doubling, halving and sharing 
fairly and as the final term comes to a close we will 
be focusing on what we have learnt and what we have 
enjoyed throughout our Reception year. 

Our Favourite Topic

Our favourite topic of the year has been ‘Heroes and Villains’. 
This provided lots of exciting opportunities for dress up 
and role play and we found out about both real life and 
imaginary Heroes.

We loved learning about our four RGSGQ Superheroes, each 
of which has a very special characteristic which has helped 
us to develop good learning practices and the necessary 
skills to become the ‘Superheroes’ of life. We discussed what 
characteristics we shared with the Superheroes and made 
some wonderful Superhero masks before writing our own 
sentences using the word ‘because’ to explain why we too 
were heroes. We joined with Nursery to make real potato 
models of ‘Supertato’ and enjoyed a Superhero PE lesson.

Basheera
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Autumn Term
In Science we learned about our senses and 
investigated what happens to our sense of smell 
when our sense of sight is ‘switched off.’ We learned 
about how the ear sends sounds to our brain and 
went on a sound hunt around school and outdoors 
to find sounds of nature and sounds of man. We 
used iPads to create and label pictures of our senses 
and used the camera to take pictures for a ‘Guess 
the Senses’ game. Our favourite sense has to be 
taste and we really enjoyed tasting the delicious 
pancakes we made in Cookery.

After half term our topic moved to Animals. We 
identified the countries that different animals come 
from and thought about how different animals need 
different habitats to keep safe. In English we used 
stories from different cultures to help us retell and 
perform a story. We loved learning about Australia 
and found that, even though there is desert in 
both Australia and Qatar, both countries have very 
different animals. We learnt about endangered 

animals around the world and researched why 
some animals were in danger of becoming extinct. 
We found that deforestation and hunting are two 
of the major reasons for endangering our planets 
and animal species. In keeping with our theme of 
animals, we used art to experiment with different 
materials and textures to make patterns and 
pictures of our favourite animals; and in Computing 
we wrote our own algorithms, giving and following 
instructions using Scratch Junior to create animal 
games.  

Spring Term
Term 2 started with a big bang! Our new topic, 
Space, was full of research, investigations and 
questions. We were given the challenge to find out 
who Neil Armstrong was and why he was famous. 
We conducted research using the iPads and created 
information fact files about Apollo 11. We used 
boxes and tubes to make 3D robots and space 
aliens in Art. We also looked at the properties of 
shapes and investigated which properties were 

(Left to Right) – Mohammed, Sarah, Rhiley, Tameem, Mrs Stuart, Rashid, Arabella, Fatima. Teaching Assistant – Mrs Gutierrez

To start our learning in Year One we learned all about ourselves. We thought 
about all the things that make us unique and how we are different to 
others. We enjoyed drawing pictures of our family and discovering how 
everyone’s families were different to our own.

Year 1

suitable for building, which led us on to creating 
landscape pictures of the Moon and Mars. We 
used different textures and materials to create 
the surfaces of the Moon and Mars then used 
expressive language to describe them. 

In Science we focused on the seasons. We 
learned about how the weather and the 
environment changes with the seasons in 
different countries. We created a giant tree in 
the classroom which represented the changes a 
tree goes through during the four seasons. We 
also learned about different weather around the 
world and used animation to create weather 
reports. We thought about light and dark and 
about what would happen to our world if there 
was no light. 

During the second half of the term we were 
learning about water. The main focus was on 
naming and identifying the oceans of the world. 

Meerkat Class
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We used Google Maps and Atlases to find the oceans and 
learned about the animals that were found in each ocean. 
Whilst placing the oceans on the map we studied the 
Ring of Fire in the Pacific Ocean and understood about 
volcanoes by creating our own in a Science experiment. 
This led us to investigate what happens to water when it 
gets very hot and very cold. 

During our water topic we invited parents and the rest of 
the School to our class assembly, whereby, we gave the 
audience a tour of the globe, to explore the oceans of the 
world. 

In Music we learned some water songs including ‘A 
Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea’ and ‘When I Was One.’ We 
discovered rhythm and tempo by clapping and using 
words to feel a rhythm. We enjoyed using the green 
screen to be pirates at sea, deep sea divers and animals 
of the sea. We taught the audience about food chains by 
becoming top predators, carnivores and herbivores. 

In Art we took a deep sea dive under the sea to discover 
how different the environment is under water. We 
experimented with water colours and created under the 
sea paintings for our water display. 

In English we looked at different types of poems and 
decided to create our own list of poems using similes. 

We enjoyed using Skype to link up with Mr Downs’ former 
school in Thailand. We loved chatting to the pupils in 
Bangkok and asked them lots of questions about their 
country and culture to try and discover where they were 
and we enjoyed answering questions about Qatar so that 
they could do the same.

Year 1
Meerkat Class

Summer Term

The whole term has been a Fairytale…

Once Upon a Time, in term three, we studied Fairytales. 
As our final topic we enjoyed using everything we had 
learned over the past year to create some amazing stories. 
We each created our own life-size prince or princess which 
we then displayed in our classroom. We used adjectives to 
describe our fairytale character and then wrote our own 
story based around our character. We also used our fairytale 
theme as part of our Science lessons, when we studied the 
different properties of materials. We learned to distinguish 
the difference between an object and its material. We found 
‘Grandma’s’ umbrella had been ripped by the ‘big, bad wolf’s’ 
sharp claws so we investigated different types of materials to 
find out which would be the best one to fix it. 

In Maths we used what we had learned in measuring to solve 
some fairytale problems. For example, the Woodcutter needed 
to work out how many hours he had been chopping wood for; 
Cinderella needed to find out which container would hold the 
most rice for the mice; and we measured the heads of all of 
our guests coming to our ‘Fairytale Ball’ so that their crowns 
were the correct size.

Our Fairytale topic ended with a week of preparing for 
a ‘Grand Ball’. We worked together with Year 1 to write  
invitations, make decorations and crowns, we learned about 
the sort of music played at a Ball and learned how to dance 
together elegantly – just like Princes and Princesses. We 
learned about the importance of being kind and generous and 
offered our guests something to eat and drink. We had a great 
time at our Fairytale Ball and really enjoyed being good hosts 
to our visitors.
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(Left to Right) – Yared, Ayana, Mahmoud, Zein, Mrs de Waal, Khalifa, Alya, Ethan. Teaching Assistant – Mrs Gutierrez

Autumn Term

In term 1, we enjoyed getting to know each 
other and we settled quickly down to hard work. 
In English, we began to expand our vocabulary 
knowledge and worked on improving our cursive 
handwriting.  We also began to understand 
the importance of reading comprehension and 
developed our skills at answering questions related 
to stories. Our favorite stories of the term were 
‘Cinderella’ and Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and The 
Chocolate Factory’. 

In Maths, we developed our number knowledge by 
applying methods for 1-digit and 2-digit column 
addition and subtraction and also looked at sharing 
and division methods with a variety of cubes and 
objects. We particularly enjoyed developing our 
skills for telling the time, and we made a giant clock 
on the classroom floor to help us read the time 
correctly.

The highlight of our term in the classroom was our 
topic lessons and we learnt all about Dinosaurs; 
their habitats and the eras in which they lived. 
We made dinosaur eggs by freezing some baby 
dinosaurs overnight in our fridge. We then went 
onto the field to crack our eggs and let the baby 
dinosaurs out! In addition, we learnt about which 
continents dinosaurs lived on and discussed the 
various features of dinosaurs. 

Spring Term

In term 2, we consolidated our learning, whilst 
learning lots of new and exciting concepts! 

In English, we continued to develop our 
comprehension skills through another Roald Dahl 
story, ‘The BFG’. We wrote in-depth character 
descriptions from the story, whilst predicting and 
discussing what we thought might happen next.

Year 2 have had a fantastic year and with such a small class size our progress 
has been rapid. We have all become such great friends learning together and 
playing together. As the oldest pupils in the School, we have enjoyed taking 
responsibility and setting a good example to the younger pupils.

Year 2

In Maths, we learnt all about the concepts of both 
English and Qatari currency and began to learn 
how to add and subtract different quantities of 
money. We used real life situations for buying 
and selling goods and had to work out how much 
change should be given. 

In our topic lesson we learnt about the seas and 
oceans of the world. We really enjoyed learning 
about which sea creatures live in which oceans 
and what they look like. We took part in a few 
‘spooky’ lessons, where we discovered unusual sea 
creatures who live in the very deepest part of the 
ocean.

“The vampire squid really scared me, I hope I don’t 
see them when I’m swimming!” – Zein

“The Pacific Ocean is so huge and there are so many 
sea creatures there!” – Ayana 

Giraffe Class



20 21

Year 2
Giraffe Class

Summer Term

In English, we completed a third story by our now 
familiar author, Roald Dahl and learnt to be literary 
critics by writing a book review about ‘George’s 
Marvelous Medicine’.

In Maths, we learnt about 2D and 3D shapes. We 
discussed the differences between flat and solid shapes, 
including their properties using maths language such 
as vertices and edges. Mrs de Waal is particularly proud 
of us all for having mastered Maths operations to 
answer multiplication, division, addition and subtraction 
questions. 

Time also featured once again in our lessons and we can 
now all confidently tell the time.

Our new topic for our final term was about different 
houses and homes around the world. We learnt about 
the Inuits who live in The Arctic and their homes 
are made out of snow (igloos!) Making igloos using 
marshmallows was fantastic fun! We also learnt about 
the Ndebele tribe who live in South Africa and how their 
houses are full of colourful patterns, which we recreated 
on coloured paper. We also learnt some words in the 
Zulu language! 

“In The Arctic, it must be very cold, especially if you live  
there!” – Yared

“Speaking Zulu is really hard!” – Khalifa

To conclude ‘Houses and Homes’ we worked together 
with Year 1 to arrange a Fairytale Ball in the Year 1 
classroom, which we decorated to look like a castle – 
complete with moat!

Our Favourite Topic

Our favourite topic of the year has to be Minibeasts 

We loved learning all about tiny little creatures, although 
to be fair we already knew quite a lot about minibeasts in 
the first place. We learnt about the differences between 
vertebrates and invertebrates and discussed which minibeasts 
fit into which category. An exciting part of the topic was when 
we went outside with our magnifying glasses to see which 
minibeasts we could find. We became real- life minibeast 
explorers! 

“Ladybirds are minibeasts, they have red backs and black  
spots!” – Ethan

“I don’t like ants, they move so quickly!” – Alya

“It was really hot when we went on our minibeast hunt, so we 
had to concentrate!” – Mahmoud

In our Art lessons, we created our own minibeast paintings 
and learnt how to use and mix a variety of different colours. 
We also learnt about symmetry and how we could recreate 
this within our artwork. 

To conclude this wonderful topic, we performed a 
spectacular assembly to the whole school and parents, 
consolidating everything we had learnt about minibeasts. 
We all dressed up as a minibeast and each of us said a few 
lines which we delivered clearly and confidently on the stage. 
We even performed two different songs, ‘When the ants go 
marching in’ and ‘If I were a minibeast,’ and encouraged our 
parents to get involved with the grand finale!
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أول الشجرة بذرة

Arabic is an ancient language 
and an ancient, rich culture, 
with an equally rich bank of 
proverbs and sayings.  
Mrs Ghabbach and our Arabic classes got 
off to a flying start this year. Our youngest 
pupils received a gentle introduction to the 
language and have been learning the Arabic 
alphabet, colours and numbers through the 
use of flash cards, sound mats, games, songs 
and stories.

Our Year 1 and 2 pupils have also had 
a very successful year focusing on their 
Arabic reading, writing and spelling skills.  
We were particularly proud of Mahmoud 
in Year 2 who won a prize in a Ministry of 
Education competition this year for his 
excellent recital from the Holy Quran. A 
representative from the Ministry came 
to the School to personally congratulate 
Mahmoud and to hand deliver his well-
deserved prize. Congratulations Mahmoud! 

The Arabic Department helped to organise 
a number of school events this year, 
including our Qatar National Day event. The 
memorable and wonderful sword dancing 
routine that our male pupils displayed at 
our National Day assembly and the Arabic 
Stand and traditional food and activities at 
our International Day celebrations. 

Art and Crafts have played an important 
role in Arabic lessons and artworks 
produced by our Arabic pupils can be seen 
throughout the School.

Nelson Mandela

“A tree begins with a seed.”

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that 
goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, 
that goes to his heart.”

Languages play an important role in the curriculum 
at the RGSGQ and the language journey begins in 
Nursery, when pupils are offered the option of Arabic 
or French lessons. In line with the Qatar Ministry of 
Education and Further Education, all Qatari pupils 
must opt for the Arabic curriculum, which is tailor-

made for a diverse background of students and is 
accessible to all levels. As our Modern Language 
Department expands next year, all pupils will 
have access to both languages, including Islamic 
studies. Pupils from Year 1 will learn Qatari 
History as part of our PSHE programme. 

Languages play an important role in the curriculum at the RGSGQ and 
the language journey begins in Nursery, when pupils are offered the 
option of Arabic or French lessons.

Speaking the Language...

Bonjour Mes Amis

Marhaba!

The Art of Language

We have had an extremely successful and enjoyable year in French 
classes, which is reflected in the rapid progress and growing  
confidence in our French learners.

The pupils have loved getting to know the 
French puppet, Maurice. They have practiced new 
vocabulary around the topics of greetings, colours, 
numbers, time, likes and dislikes, emotions and 
have also found out more about France and French 
culture. They have had fun singing, dancing, and 

playing classroom games in French, as well as 
putting their own movements to French songs. 

All of our pupils should be very proud of 
themselves for the effort and enthusiasm they 
have shown towards a new language!
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Throughout the year our whole school 
met each Thursday morning for our weekly 
‘Achievements Assembly’, to recognise and 
praise pupils who had worked exceptionally 
hard during the week. 
Students who demonstrated one or more of our sixteen 
‘Learning Habits’, which includes: practice, teamwork, 
independence and reasoning are all taken into consideration.

Amongst much drum-rolling, clapping and cheering, 
‘Superstar’ certificates were presented to pupils who had 
shown academic achievement, progress or excellent all-round 
behavior; and trophies were presented to the ‘Class of the 
Week’ for attendance and on time arrival. 

Congratulations to all of our ‘Superstars’ and classes 
throughout the year, whose details were printed in our weekly 
Newsletters.

Alistair Downs, Head of School

“We pride ourselves on a highly effective rewards system that acknowledges 
and celebrates the achievements and successes of all of our pupils.”

“You feel a little bit proud of yourself when you get a superstar 
award.” – Jasmine, Reception

 “To get a Superstar award you have to show your teacher you 
have been good and amazing. I got my last one for getting on 
with my work independently all week. I always feel happy and 
excited when Mr Downs calls my name.”  
– Arabella, Year 1

“Being a superstar is so great and makes me feel so happy.” – 
Yared, Year 2

“You have to do some really good work to be a superstar, you 
have to make your teacher proud.” – Alya, Year 2

Head of School Award
Head of School Awards are presented to 
pupils when teachers feel that they have 
completed work to an exceptionally high 
standard or achieved something extra 
special.
On Thursday 23rd March, Musnad was our first ever pupil 
to receive a ‘Head of School Award’. Throughout the year 
Musnad had shown continuous  improvement in his English 
work. When Musnad first joined our school he found it 
difficult to recognise and form letters in English, however, 
he is now writing full sentences and using his phonic 
knowledge to spell words.

Mrs Cloud was so proud of Musnad that she asked him 
to go to Mr Downs’ office to show him a particularly 
outstanding piece of work. Mr Downs was so impressed 
that he awarded Musnad with a ‘Head of School Award’. 

RGSGQ Wins Prestigious 
Business Award
Qatar British Business Forum

And the winner is…
Within the first term of opening our doors to students, we 
were honoured to be awarded the prestigious title of  
‘QBBF Start Up Business of the year 2016’ by the  
Qatar British Business Forum (QBBF).

At an awards ceremony held on the 30th November 
at the Oryx Rotana Hotel, our founding Principal, Paul 
Bridges, collected the award from His Excellency the British 
Ambassador to Qatar, Mr Ajay Sharma and QBBF Chairman, 
Mr Emad Turkman MBE.

The award was recognition from the British Business 
community of the important contribution RGSGQ had 
made to British curriculum education in Qatar and to 
the many strong partnerships the School had forged with 
British and Qatari businesses and communities.

“I love Top Table; I talk to Mr. Downs.” – Jassim, Nursery

“Not everybody goes, you must listen and eat nicely.” 
– Maryam, Nursery

When you go on the top table you are happy because Mr Downs 
is sitting there.” – Malek, Reception

 “I love Top Table because it is a special table with a white cloth 
with beautiful flowers and Mr Downs and the children who have 
been really good get to sit there.” – Fatma, Year 1

“Top Table is so great, it makes me feel special because only a 
few people get picked.” – Zein, Year 2 

“Mr Downs loves to tell us what he is having for his lunch on the 
Top Table.” – Ayana, Year 2

Top Table
The highlight of the week for our pupils has 
been our weekly ‘Top Table’.
Good manners and healthy eating are expected at all times 
and pupils who demonstrated outstanding table manners 
throughout the week were invited to join Mr Downs on the 
‘Top Table’ for Thursday lunch.

Awarding Success
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We even enjoyed a special visit from Tallulah the pet tortoise 
as part of the Reception class ‘Jungle’ topic.

All of our guests this year have been very welcome and we 
have enjoyed hosting them. They all commented on the 
vibrant atmosphere of the School, the excellent behavior of 
our pupils and the wonderful facilities and learning activities 
taking part throughout the School. 

Our very first visitor in October was Ms Louise Garnham 
from the charity ‘Qatar Creating Vision’, which is an initiative 
supported by the Qatar Development Fund. Ms Garnham 
talked to our Year 1 and 2 pupils about the problems some 
people experience with their sight and the charity work she 
has been part of in countries such as India and Bangladesh. We 
were very interested to learn about the ‘Flying Hospital’ which 
visits developing countries all over the world to provide eye 
treatment to millions of children.

In November we were visited by an expert tennis coach who 
introduced our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils to the game 
of Mini Tennis, a version of tennis designed specifically for 
younger children. We learnt how to hold our tennis rackets 
correctly and how to throw and hit low bouncing balls. Later in 
the month we welcomed the Mad Science team, who showed 
us lots of great science based experiments. We hope to be able 
to offer Mad Science as an Extra-Curricular Activity next year. 
Tallulah the tortoise was a very special visitor to the School 
and the children loved ‘gently’ stroking her hard shell and 
researching animal facts using their iPads.

In December we welcomed the sailing instructors from Regatta 
Sailing Academy, who spoke to our Year 2 pupils about this 
exciting sport. Our pupils loved sitting in the demonstration 
boat and learnt how to balance and lean in to the wind. 
Luckily nobody fell out! For Qatar National Day we welcomed 
a number of visitors, including a magnificant Falcon. We 

also received a visit from Mrs Sarah Creedy, the chair of 
governors, Mr Bob Ukiah, Chief Operating Officer and Dr John 
Cox, governor and Headmaster from our parent school RGS, 
Guildford, who came to inspect the facilities and to ensure 
that the standard of teaching and education matched that 
of our schools in the UK. This visit was one of several from 
governors and senior management at RGS, Guildford UK. 

February was a busy month for visitors and we were honoured 
to receive a visit from the Minister of Education to Qatar, His 
Excellency Dr Mohammed bin Abdul Wahed Al-Hammadi who 
came to discuss our future development plans. The discussion 
centred upon the Royal Grammar School in Guildford’s 500 
years of British academic excellence and the important 
role our school was playing towards the success of Qatar’s 
National Vision for education, 2030. H.E. Dr. Al-Hammadi was 
greeted by the RGSGQ School Chairman, Mr Hamad Al Qamra 
of Al Qamra Holding Group and Dr Hossam Mostafa, CEO of 
Al Qamra Holding Group who have both made several visits to 
the School throughout the year.

During Health Week in February we were fortunate to 
welcome paramedics from Hamad Hospital who talked to the 

pupils about their important job. They explained what we must 
do if someone is injured or hurt and demonstrated how to 
apply bandages. It was great fun practicing this on each other, 
but the highlight of the trip was sitting in the ambulance and 
seeing how everything works. 

Our RGSGQ nurse, Miss Odessa, visited our classrooms as 
part of Health Week and carried out a series of interesting 
workshops, including how we can keep ourselves fit and 
healthy and how to brush our teeth – the correct way!

During Book Week in March we were visited by some of our 
own RGSGQ parents who came to read us stories in our 
library. Author Ms Hana Rogers also visited the school to read 
to us her book ‘Everyday Wishes’  – what a fantastic story!

In May we were visited by a number of nursery head teachers 
and nursery owners in Qatar, all looking to find excellent 
schools for their pupils, who would be leaving to go to ‘Big 
School’ in September – we were on our very best behavior and 
they were all very impressed by what they saw at the RGSGQ. 

As we come to the end of our busy first year in Qatar, we look 
forward to the next academic year and to welcoming many 
more visitors to our school. 

Alistair Downs, Head of School

“We recognise the great importance that 
visitors have in enhancing our curriculum 
and cross-curriculum activities and events, 
by offering a range of practical, memorable 
and meaningful learning experiences.”

This year we have welcomed many visitors to our School; some visited in order to teach us 
new skills or to introduce us to new topics, others came as part of a school event or to deliver 
a well-deserved prize and several came to view our facilities and inspect our progress.

You are veryWelcome
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Alistair Downs, Head of School

“Our blend of nationalities and cultures 
made International Day at RGSGQ a 
memorable experience for all.”

On the 27th October we celebrated our very first 
school event, International Day. It was a wonderful 
celebration and an accumulation of our week’s 
learning about the many different countries that 
make up the world in which we live.
We enjoyed a colourful ‘Around the World’ assembly of dance and 
song, which was followed by a magnificent International Day banquet 
with food from all over the world which was organised by our parent 
volunteers.

Our pupils had spent all week learning about their own country and 
the countries that their friends and teachers come from, as well as the 
class country that their teacher had chosen to represent this year.

During International Day all of our pupils had the opportunity to 
explore even more countries as they visited each other’s classrooms 
to explore Mexico, USA, France and Japan and collect passport stamps 
in their RGSGQ passports. There was so much energy and enthusiasm 
in every classroom and a wonderful, broad range of learning 
opportunities to enjoy from making maracas in Mexico to creating 
beautiful cherry blossom trees in Japan.

Internationally Minded

International Day
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Celebrating all of

Qatar National Day

‘Amazing  
Qatar  
Competition’

Pupils and staff arrived at school in a range of clothing which represented Qatar. 
During the morning pupils took part in a series of activities aimed at increasing 
their knowledge of the wonderful country in which we live and its many customs. 
There were opportunities to learn some traditional dances, cook Qatari food, take 
part in henna and face painting activities and play traditional Qatari games. 

Later in the morning we welcomed parents for an assembly presented by all year 
groups, in which we enjoyed traditional singing and dancing performances and 
heard why our pupils love living in Qatar.

The final activity of the morning was our family picnic which took place outside, 
in the garden. What a wonderful day to mark the end of our successful first term.

On Thursday 15th December we held a whole school 
celebration for Qatar National Day.

To celebrate Qatar National Day, our 
pupils were asked to think of something 
that they felt represents Qatar and then 
to draw, paint or create a model of it.

There were lots of outstanding entries 
and every one was a winner. Reem 
(Reception) and Tara (Year 2) were 
awarded first place in Early Years and Key 
Stage 1 respectively.

Qatar
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A Healthy Body has a Healthy

Health Week

Nettles Win 
Sports Day

Each morning during Health Week the whole school gathered to take part 
in morning exercise led by Mr Downs. It was a great way to start the day – 
stretching, dancing, marching and lots of fun exercised.

Throughout the week there were loads of exciting activities taking place with 
each day focused on a different theme. ‘On Soccer Sunday’ we welcomed Qatar 
Premier League Soccer School into our school and on ‘Movement Monday’ we 
all took part in yoga and dance sessions, as well as navigating an obstacle course 
using our bikes, scooters and other forms of transport. ‘Tasty Tuesday’ focused 
on eating a healthy balanced diet and we learnt how to make healthy, delicious 
snacks, including tropical fruit kebabs. During ‘Keep Well Wednesday’ Nurse 
Odessa visited our classroom and talked to us about keeping well and looking 
after our bodies. We learnt how to brush our teeth – the correct way! Finally, 
on Thursday 9th February we held our first ever Sports Day, which brought our 
Health Week and our second school term to a successful end.

From the 5th - 9th February we held a very successful 
‘Health Week’ aimed at helping our pupils understand the 
importance of a healthy, balanced diet and regular exercise.

To conclude Health Week 
we held our Sports Day on 
Thursday 9th February in our 
School Hall. 
There were lots of activities (and 
cheering) as our pupils took part in a 
range of challenges alongside their peers 
from the same House team. It was great 
to see everyone trying so hard and using 
the skills they have been learning in PE 
lessons. Our older pupils supported their 
younger team mates and there was 
plenty of encouragement provided by 
staff and parents. 

After lots of different challenges 
including a rather tricky obstacle course, 
low jumps, bean bag throwing, egg and 
spoon races and some very exciting 
relay running it was Nettles who were 
crowned Sports Day Champions 2017. 
Nettles finished with a magnificent 
279 points which was just nine ahead 
of Powell who finished second on 270 
points and Valpy who finished third on 
258 points. 

We particularly enjoyed the parents’ 
races. Well done to Wali’s Mum 
(Reception)and to Yared and Ayana’s Dad  
(Year 2) who won the adults’ races. What 
a great way to end an enjoyable Health 
Week.

Mind
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Alistair Downs, Head of School

“What a wonderful week of reading 
we had. Books allow our imagination 
to soar – and that they did. We had a 
lot of fun!”

Each morning throughout ‘Book Week’ the whole school 
joined together in the library to share a story read by one 
of the teachers. We were also delighted to welcome author 
Ms Hana Rogers to our school who read her fantastic 
storybook ‘Everyday Wishes’. We were especially grateful 
to Reem and Wali’s mum’s who came in to the library 
during the school day to read us our favourite stories.

During the week we held a number of ‘Book’ competitions. 
As well as a photographic ‘Guess the Reader’, we also 
asked all of our pupils to create a story box or story bag to 

display the characters and themes of their chosen book. 
The standard of entries was exceptional.

We enjoyed bedtime stories dressed in our pyjamas, 
searched high and low for missing ‘Superworm’, wrote our 
own story books, designed a relaxing reading garden and 
colourful book covers and came to school to celebrate 
‘World Book Day’ dressed as our favourite book character. 
The pupils were very excited when they arrived at school 
to be greeted by our Head of School, Scarecrow Downs.

On Sunday 26th February we launched our very successful Book Week. Throughout the 
week we celebrated our love of books and the enjoyment and importance of reading.

The Wonderful World of Books!

Book Week
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“Our fabulous Family Fun day will surely 
become an annual event in our school 
calendar!”

Alistair Downs, Head of School

On Saturday 25th March we enjoyed our 
first Family Fun Day. 
We welcomed current and new families who enjoyed the 
games, the bouncy castle, face painting, balloon modelling 
and delicious food.  Even the bad weather couldn’t dampen 
our spirits and we look forward to adding this wonderful 
event to our annual school calendar.

Family  
Fun Day
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Franklin D. Roosevelt 

“Happiness lies in the joy of 
achievement and the thrill of 
creative effort.”

Our Nursery pupils focused their artwork on sea animals and 
included the theme of recycling and taking good care of our 
environment. They produced a wonderful collection of sea 
animals and sea scenes, including fish and an enormous turtle 
made out of ‘old rubbish’. They also made a collaborative 
totem pole inspired by the sea.

The Reception pupils created individual, Aboriginal style 
canvases which centred around animals, one of their favourite 
class topics of the year. They used a special layering technique 
to create the canvases and the results were truly stunning. 
In keeping with the animal theme, the Reception pupils also 
collaborated with the Nursery pupils on their sea themed 
artworks.

 Years 1 and 2 took a trip around the world to learn about the 
different types of art in various countries. On their journey to 

Africa they made some beautiful Maasai tribe necklaces and 
created safari animal silhouettes. They then visited India and 
studied Indian art which resulted in some elaborate chalk 
Rangoli patterns on our outdoor basketball court and Mehndi 
hand patterns. The next stop on the world tour was Venice 
and the pupils produced glittering venetian masks – perfect 
for the famous annual Venetian carnival. The final stopover 
was Australia where the pupils discovered Aboriginal symbols 
and then created impressive masterpieces using their own 
style of symbols.

Our French language pupils from all year groups worked 
together to paint a beautiful reproduction of renowned 
artist, Claude Monet’s ‘The Japanese Bridge’(the Water-Lily 
Pond). They learnt how to paint like an Impressionist, adding 
dabs of different colour and blending them together with 
short brush strokes. The result was truly a work of Art!

Our Art Week commenced on the 4th June and what a colourful collection of artworks 
the classes produced.

A week of Art and Creativity

The Beauty of Art
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Alistair Downs, Head of School

“What a huge honour to be asked to 
represent the UK at such a prestigious 
event. Education at the RGSGQ is 
GREAT.”

On Friday 19th May we were proud to 
represent the UK at the community event 
held as part of the Emir Cup Final. 
The event was held at the impressive Khalifa International 
Stadium, one of the venues which will stage the 2022 World 
Cup. Located in the Fan Zone, communities from around the 
world, living in Qatar, showcased the best of their cultural 
heritage, with exhibitions, entertainment and food stands. 
Thousands of people attended the event prior to the match.

The theme of our stand was ‘A Celebration of Great British 
Authors’, which provided children with an opportunity to 
enjoy well known stories by authors including Julia Donaldson 
and Roald Dahl. The stand proved to be very popular as 
children completed activities linked to some of their favourite 
books and people posed for photographs with famous book 
characters such as Harry Potter and The Gruffalo and other 
iconic British props. 

British & PROUD of it!

Emir Cup 
Final



The Royal Grammar School, Guildford in Qatar

Together, we started a new tradition...

2017
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